
 

1 

 

 

                                                                           Town of Bolton 

3045 Theodore Roosevelt Highway 

  Bolton VT 05676 

Select Board Remote Special Meeting Minutes 

June 22, 2020 

 

Board members present remotely:  Tony Barbagallo, Mica Cassara, Lynda DesLauriers, Wendy Hoffman, 

Janet Metz 

Board members absent: None 

Also present remotely: Eleni Churchill, Charlie Baker, Jason Charest, Derek Howard, Spencer Nowak, 

Lindsay DesLauriers, Ralph DesLauriers, Sharon Murray, Joss Besse, Amy Ludwin 

Clerk remote: Amy Grover  

 

1. The meeting was called to order at 6:09 p.m. by the Chair, Mica Cassara with a quorum of 5 

members present. 

2. Additions or Deletions to the Agenda:  

• Decision on whether to grant approval for VYCC volunteer work on the Libby’s Look trail in the 

PPCA. See public comment. 

• Decision to submit a letter of support to CCRPC regarding moving Bolton Exit 1`0A to phase two 

of the I-89 2050 Study. See Business and Action Items. 

3. Public Comment: (Not related to Bolton I-89 Interchange.) 

• Amy Ludwin stated that she was seeking approval from the BSB for volunteer/no cost work to the 

town by VYCC on Libby’s Look trail, the same work for which the CC applied for a Trails Grant 

which was not funded.   

➢ VYCC volunteers would begin work on 7/6, hence the time constraint. 

➢ VYCC projects have been cut back due to COVID-19, and they are seeking additional projects. 

➢ This project has the potential to be one day a week for 2 – 4 weeks, as trail building workshop 

for youth engagement. 

➢ Trail work would not be fully completed, leaving an opportunity to seek additional funding and 

return next summer to complete the work. 

➢ VYCC would like a town volunteer involved; Rob Mullen PPCA Steward and Virginia 

Haviland who submitted that grant could be involved. 

• Group discussion noted:  

➢ The CC is requesting BSB approval for a project with no clear understanding of what is going 

to be accomplished. 

➢ Liability concerns, waiver forms, ages of participants. 

➢ Confirmation that the archaeological assessment required for the Trails Grant would not be 

required for this work. 

➢ Creating the beginning of a trial which then leads nowhere, and/or creating areas of erosion. 

➢ The Conservation Commission is in favor of this volunteer work and did not take a formal vote. 

➢ Trail specifics were previously laid out in the grant application which was approved by the 

BSB and VLT. 

➢ The July 6, 2020 BSB meeting is too late for approval to take advantage of this opportunity. 

• Wendy Hoffman made the motion “to approve the Conservation Commission’s recommendation to 

engage the VYCC to perform volunteer work at no cost to the town on the Libby’s Look Trail re-

route, under the supervision of the Conservation Commission, provided that VYCC indemnify the 

town from all liability in writing prior to the work beginning, and that no work shall be performed 
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on the trail within 100 yards of either end of the trailhead.”  Janet Metz seconded. There was no 

further discussion.  Lynda DesLauriers abstained noting her lack of knowledge of the PPCA trails. 

Four were in favor and the motion passed (4-0).  

4. Business & Action Items: 

• Discussion and Community Input on Bolton I-89 Interchange. Note this is a compilation of 

comments and not a direct transcription. 

Mica Cassara opened the floor to community input on the I-89 Interchange: 

➢ Lindsay DesLauriers: CCRPC’s I-89 study is focused on the urban exits and criteria, and not 

rural exits. An exit in Bolton would encourage opportunity to the town, provide beneficial 

impacts for the ski area, and thoughtful growth at Bolton Valley, which is identified as the 

growth area for the town, by the town. Relatively speaking, the cost of the Bolton exit is much 

less than the other exits, and with the expectation for federal funding putting forward an 

affordable exit would be an impactful bid for those federal dollars.  I recognize not everyone 

feels the same way, and I appreciate everyone to take the time to consider this, which I feel 

would be a great thing for Bolton. 

➢ Spencer Nowak: Lindsay has covered the two economic issues I wanted to point out, the other 

benefits are safety; specifically reducing high speed traffic on Route 2, folks could stay on I-89, 

and that 15 mile stretch is notoriously bad in the winter, having the option to hop off I-89 or to 

hop on I-89 would be a great benefit by providing alternate routes. 

➢ Ralph DesLauriers: I have been waiting a lifetime for this interchange.  All of the other 

interchanges support the metro area, and most of our state funds and attention have gone to 

metro areas.  How about helping the rural businesses? There is no questions that this exit would 

be an enormous help to BVR, the tax base, and the state, especially given the competition from 

big giant corporations in the ski business.  It is inexpensive and it is the least disruptive to the 

community.  One exit area would be entirely on open land, the other is on land underutilized, so 

the impact would not be significant.  At one time this was approved.  Governor Snelling was 

set to make the announcement on Thursday, and he died 2 days before that on Tuesday. This 

exit would be good for the community and good for the businesses as well. Fifteen miles is a 

long way, and hard to get to, even with emergency gates.  This exit has always been important 

to the town and I hope the Select Board will support the exit. If anyone has questions, please 

call me anytime - I feel strongly about this. 

➢ Sharon Murray: I submitted comments in writing earlier today. Personally, I don’t have enough 

information to have an informed opinion.  I’m concerned the study is based on original designs 

from the 80s and 90s.  Until we understand the 2020 environmental impacts, the impacts to 

folks living on Route 2, and impacts to business, it may be a trade off on impacts between BVR 

and Route 2.  The cost of the exit was inflated from the earlier design, but as a town it would be 

helpful to have more information on actual costs and the impacts to our entire community in 

2020. 

▪ Lindsay DesLauriers: I listened to the presentation on the cost analysis by the technical 

committee and by VHB.  It is surprisingly affordable, and VHB noted that they spent the 

most time estimating the Bolton interchange costs to feel confident about that number.  

VHB has a high degree of confidence in that cost number.   

➢ Derek Howard: I feel this is a huge opportunity for the town and the mountain as well.  As 

towns around us grow, this presents an opportunity to alleviate their traffic congestion. This is a 

special opportunity, and my worry is that we may be too late for this opportunity.  We must 

fight really hard for this to help and support this, this is an opportunity for future generations.  

➢ Tony Barbagallo: What does Lindsay think the process of support is? 
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▪ Lindsay DesLauriers: a letter of support from the BSB is key. This is an opportunity to 

address issues not just in Burlington, but to have a whole community dialogue for Bolton to 

be able to participate in. Rural economic development is important, not just metro 

development.  Two or three exit projects can be moved forward with federal funds to study 

feasibility, and to become shovel ready.  Given the costs, it is incumbent upon us to press 

this exit forward and bring a rural addition to the two other metro exits and give balance. 

Anyone on this call should feel free to give folks a phone call and let them know this is 

important. 

➢ Joss Besse: In the screening process, Exit 10A was not being moved forward. How would a 

process for reconsideration work if the town asks for the exit to be reconsidered? 

▪ Charlie Baker:  There has been no decision yet, this is a topic in front of the advisory 

committee on June 30th.  Anything on the table could be considered, and afterwards there 

could be a look for a process, once we see how the meeting goes.  

➢ Wendy Hoffman:  It seems that there nothing to lose by advancing this exit in the study, which 

would give us information in hand for potential future action, with no commitment. I would 

like to be part of a letter of support. 

➢ Mica Cassara: This issue of interchange was never unanimously favored by the residents of the 

town.  Personally, I feel this is not something that we greatly need, and that it is not a good 

idea. If other members think the exit is a great idea, so be it.  Yes, it is the least expensive 

design, but it is still 8 million in taxpayer dollars, and are there other areas where that 8 million 

would be more appropriately used. I commuted to for15 years, and I never had trouble with that 

commute.  An exit might have saved me 5 or 10 minutes.  It is a shorter drive on Route 2 from 

Waterbury to BVR than it is on Route 100 to Stowe.   BVR could put signs up at the exits 

noting that and do more advertising and marketing. What will it do for the town to have an exit 

here? Maybe more growth, and probably not growth that we want.  What is it going to get for 

us? I don’t really know. 

➢ Wendy Hoffman: Some perspective on commuting - things have changed.  Congestion in 

Richmond can be unbelievable, backed up from the traffic light.  Coming from Montpelier, 

traffic can be backed up on the I-89 exit because of all the Route 100 traffic.  There are now 

congested areas.  Many nights I wished I could get off from I-89 in Bolton.  I live up at Bolton 

Valley, and I don’t have a personal stake in the resort, but I want to see the resort do well. I 

think from the perspective of residents the commute has changed dramatically.  

➢ Derek Howard: I support what Wendy said, Waterbury traffic can be nightmare. This is not 

about BVR vs. Stowe. This is about a family resort drawing families, and this exit is what we 

want for Bolton.  Personally, I’d like to see an open gas station, a store to buy milk, a creemee 

stand, a coffee shop. These are the sorts of things that I think an exit could bring that could 

benefit our community.  Invest in our community, it’s an amazing community. 

➢ Tony Barbagallo: I have strong feelings in both directions.  An exit would be beneficial to BVR 

and development there, lowering taxes for everyone in town. It might also bring an increased   

influx of recreational user; the Potholes, bikers, climbers, and increase the problems that the 

town is already experiencing while bringing no economic stimulus to the town.  Additional 

recreational use and free public access may require more infrastructure, i.e. a police force. 

However, I support Wendy’s idea of further study.   

➢ Ralph DesLauriers: I want to note that this exit was passed overwhelming by the legislature and 

senate, was signed by Governor, and was going to be built with federal funds. It was not 

costing the state anything. As far as marketing, an exit would be an enormous help.  From a  

personal point of view, BVR had investors that withdrew because the interchange was taken off 

the table. Wendy’s comments about the traffic backups are well taken.  This is very important 
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to BVR.  Like any family owned ski area, we are struggling with the corporations.  This exit 

would be important to us as the main business in town, and good for the community. It would 

be a great to help to us if the BSB supported us wholeheartedly on this.  Tony’s concerns are 

well founded; growth needs to be controlled by the town.  

➢ Wendy Hoffman: The sentiment I heard was feeling that state funding could be better used 

elsewhere. I don’t understand that point of view.  My job is to advocate for our town; we are 

overlooked for grant funding, and we don’t receive the funding that larger towns receive.  This 

is not the time to be considerate on how that state plans to use the funds.  Our job is to advocate 

for our town.  Other towns are advocating very strongly.  I don’t see why we would not be 

advocates for our town. 

▪ Sharon Murray: My point was to make better use of the funds in Bolton, not another town.  

Federal funds are constrained; everything is ranked. Do we use the funds for the 

interchange or to make improvements to the Bolton Valley Access Road? The funds are 

coming from the same pots of money. The town had not advocated for either of those.  If 

we are going to actively advocate, we need to have that discussion on what would best 

benefit the town.  

▪ Wendy Hoffman: My point was funding for the interchange projects.  If not spent on 

Bolton, those funds are going to be spent on anther interchange. 

▪ Sharon Murray:  Good point. 

➢ Janet Metz: I support sending the letter showing that the town is interested and giving us a 

springboard to the future in supporting the tax base and the viability of BVR.  As far as 

commuting, I commute and would love to have an exit in Bolton.  In Richmond, the lines at the 

stoplight are unbelievable. Let’s take this one step and we can delve into things more deeply 

afterwards. 

➢ Tony Barbagallo: I’d like to know fundamentally where the Planning Commission stands on 

this. 

➢ Amy Grover: I believe the Planning Commission supports this; in the Plan. 

➢ Lynda DesLauriers: It’s not just a benefit to the ski are, it’s a benefit to the tax base, and with 

respect to Derek’s comments, a benefit to the community.  I suggest we call the vote. 

➢ Tony Barbagallo; you are free to make a motion. 

➢ Lynda DesLauriers made the motion “to submit a letter of support of moving the Bolton Exit 

10A forward in the I-89 2050 Study process to the Advisory Committee.”  Janet Metz seconded. 

There was no further discussion.  Four were in favor, Mica Cassara was opposed, and the 

motion passed (4-1). Amy Grover to draft a letter for BSB edits.  

➢ Lindsay DesLauriers expressed her thanks. 

• Approval of Sullivan & Powers & Co P.C. Scope of Services 2020 Letter for the FY 19-20 Audit: 

Tony Barbagallo made the motion “to approve the Sullivan & Powers & Co P.C. Scope of Services 

2020 Letter for the FY 19-20 Audit, and to authorize Mica Cassara to sign on behalf of the Select 

Board.”  Wendy Hoffman seconded. There was no further discussion.  All were in favor and the 

motion passed (5-0).  

• Expenditure Report Current to June 15, 2020: Dispersed. Overall budget expenditures at 93.99%.  

• Highway Department Job Descriptions/Staffing/wages: Brief discussion, decision to table until the 

July 6, 2020 regular meeting and request that Eric Andrews attend. 

5. Adjournment:   Lynda DesLauriers made the motion “to adjourn the meeting.”  Wendy Hoffman 

seconded. There was no further discussion.  All were in favor and the motion passed (4-0) at 7:47 p.m.  

 

Attest:  Amy Grover, Clerk      
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Minutes are unofficial until approved. These minutes were read and approved by the Bolton Select Board on 

July 6, 2020. 


