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                                                                           Town of Bolton 

3045 Theodore Roosevelt Highway 

  Bolton VT 05676 

Select Board Remote Meeting Minutes 

April 20, 2020 

 

Board members present remotely:  Tony Barbagallo, Mica Cassara, Lynda DesLauriers, Wendy Hoffman, 

Janet Metz 

Board members absent: none 

Also present remotely: Amy Ludwin (Conservation Commission), Steve McLeod (Conservation 

Commission), Wright Preston (Adjoining Property Owner), Lou Borie (Richmond Land Trust), Rob Mullen 

(Conservation Commission), Jeremy Hoff (Richmond Land Trust) 

Clerk remote: Amy Grover  

 

1. The meeting was called to order at 6:02 p.m. by the Chair, Mica Cassara, with a quorum of 5 

members present. 

2. Additions or Deletions to the Agenda: 

Additions:  

• Approval of VTrans FY 21 Forms – Certification of Compliance for Town Road and Bridge 

Standards and Network Inventory, and the TA-60. Tony Barbagallo made the motion “to approve 

the VTrans FY ’21 Certification of Compliance for Town Road and Bridge Standards and Network 

Inventory, and TA-60 forms as presented.”     Wendy Hoffman seconded.  There was no further 

discussion.  All were in favor and the motion passed (5-0).  

• Approval of tire purchase for the Town grader: Janet Metz made the motion “to approve the 

purchase of tires for the Town grader as presented.”     Tony Barbagallo seconded.  There was no 

further discussion.  All were in favor and the motion passed (5-0). 

Deletions: none. 

3. Public Comment: none. 

4. Recurring Business: 

• Minutes April 6, 2020: Janet Metz made the motion “to approve the minutes of April 6, 2020 as 

presented.”     Mica Cassara seconded.  There was no further discussion.  All were in favor and the 

motion passed (5-0).  

• Warrants: dispersed for review and signature by Mica Cassara. Noted Mica Cassara, Wendy 

Hoffman and Janet Metz will come to the Town Office to sign documents (signatures required on 

hard copies) for the 2020 International Community Bank loan, BVR, LLC Liquor License 

applications, and VTrans documents.  

• Financial Reports: expenditure, revenue, legal services dispersed and reviewed. 

5. Communications: none. 

6. Business & Action Items: 

• Award Town Highway Mowing Bids: Two bids received:  

➢ Roberge and Sons Mowing - Forty hours $3,200. 

➢ Summit Contracting & Property - One-year contract $3,000.  

➢ Brief discussion on bids, equipment, single and double pass, references. 

➢ Tony Barbagallo made the motion “to award the Town Highway Mowing bid to Summit 

Contracting & Property for one year, as presented for $3,000.”    Wendy Hoffman seconded.  

All were in favor and the motion passed (5-0).  

➢ Amy Grover will notify both companies. 
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• Liquor License applications (12) BVR, LLC:  Janet Metz made the motion “to approve BVR, 

LLC’s 12 liquor license application pending receipt of the outstanding $115 application fee to the 

town.”      Wendy Hoffman seconded.  Mica Cassara amended the motion to “in the future BVR, 

LLC, needs to submit liquor license applications to the town in a timely manner without receiving 

reminders from the town.” Tony Barbagallo seconded. There was no further discussion.  All were 

in favor and the motion for the amendment passed (5-0).  There was no further discussion on the 

original motion.  All were in favor and the original motion passed (5-0).  

• Appoint CSWS Representative – 2-year term expires May 31, 2022.  Amy Grover noted that 

representative Duncan Galbraith was willing to continue to serve as Bolton’s CSWD 

representative.  Wendy Hoffman made the motion “to appoint Duncan Galbraith to a two-year 

term as Bolton’s representative to the CSWD, expiring May 31, 2022.”     Janet Metz seconded.  

There was no further discussion.  All were in favor and the motion passed (5-0).  

• Town Wood Lot Stage Road Approval of Draft “Grant of Development Rights and Conservation 

Restrictions,” and Draft “Boundary Line Agreement.” Discussion included: 

➢ Wright Preston (adjoining land owner to both Richmond and Bolton town forests parcels) 

provided an overview of the process in the past year; seeking approval from both Bolton and 

Richmond to donate conservation easements for each town’s parcel to the Richmond Land 

Trust.  

➢ Legal fee expenses for the project have been donated by Wright Preston. 

➢ Brief discussion of easement draft, baseline documentation report. Noted: no further action is 

needed on the boundary line agreement as the boundary is addressed within the baseline 

documentation report, which will be signed both parties at closing.  

➢ A cedar post boundary marker to mark town line was installed recently .Brief discussion on the 

need for that installation; to provide boundary reference in the event that are any issues with 

conservation easement compliance, to identify which town. 

➢ Name on the Town Wood Lot on the documents is “Bolton Town Forest West of Stage Road,” 

so as to not be confused with the PPCA. 

➢ Tony Barbagallo restated his opinion given earlier in the process; the property is essentially 

conserved that the way it is, formal conservation will eliminate any options for use of the 

property for future Select Boards, and questioned future costs associated with management.  

▪ Wright Preston stated that he did not anticipate that there would ongoing expenses for the 

property as it is remote, the property did not generate taxes now, he was donating the cost 

of legal fees, and that his concern was that without formal conservation, a future BSB could 

choose to sell/develop a lot which is located in the middle of a large tract of contiguously 

conserved land. Conservation would preserve the land in perpetuity; coming together to 

preserve a treasured piece of town forest for generations to come.  

▪ Mica Cassara noted his agreement with Wright Preston’s view of conservation of the 

property. 

▪ Wright Preston noted that there would be a stewardship fee of $2,500 paid to the Richmond 

Land Trust at closing. 

➢ It was noted that Richmond Land Trust volunteers will walk the property annually, that the  

property essentially manages itself, that the conservation easement does call for/allow for the 

Town of Bolton to develop a management plan, which is only needed if the town intends to 

perform the activities that are prohibited without a management plan.; i.e. management of 

invasive species. 

▪ Tony Barbagallo noted that in Section 5 of the draft easement, “will” and “shall” language 

is used. Group discussion on using “may” instead of “will/shall” to make a management 

plan discretionary.  
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▪ Group consensus to amend the “shall/will” language to “may.”  

▪ Wright Preston stated that Bolton’s legal counsel needed to review the final draft and 

provide full guidance on the public hearing process for the final vote, and that the town of 

Richmond was one step behind Bolton in the process. 

▪ Lou Borie stated he would amend and re-circulate the draft to Mica Cassara to send on to 

the full board and to the town’s legal counsel for review. 

▪ Jeremy Hoff stated he would send out the baseline documentation report, that he would be 

adding pictures, was open to receiving comments and changes, and would circulate an 

updated draft prior to the closing. 

➢ Mica Cassara made the motion “to amend the draft easement, circulate that to the BSB and to 

the town’s legal counsel, and to request guidance on the public hearing process.” Janet Metz 

seconded.  Brief discussion on the format of the motion. Tony Barbagallo amended the motion 

“to accept the revised draft agreement from Lou Borie, and to circulate that to legal counsel 

along with the request for clarification on the hearing process.”  Mica Cassara seconded. 

There was no further discussion.  Lynda DesLauriers abstained. Four were in favor and the 

amendment motion passed (4-0).  There was no further discussion on the original motion. 

Lynda DesLauriers abstained. Four were in favor and the original motion passed (4-0). 

➢ Thanks expressed to all/by all for continuing the process.  

• 64 Boulder Wood Lane Update:  

➢ The property owners have stated (and it has been requested from them in writing) that they do 

not want the town to pursue stabilization funding through an application to EWP USDA-

NRCS. 

➢ Janet Metz made the motion “to formally notify the EWP NRCS-USDA that the town will not be 

pursuing the submission of an application for stabilization funding for 64 Boulder Wood 

Lane.”   Tony Barbagallo seconded.  There was no further discussion.  All were in favor and 

the motion passed (5-0).  

➢ Amy Grover will follow up via email with EPW USDA-NRCS representatives. 

• Highway Department Radio Purchase Approval for 2020 International and Loader:  

➢ Review and discussion of Radio North quote, if subscription was required (no). 

➢ Tony Barbagallo made the motion “to approve the purchase of two radios for the 2020 

International and Bucket Loader not to exceed $2,070 .”    Janet Metz seconded.  All were in 

favor and the motion passed (5-0).  

• COVID-19 Update: 

➢ FEMA DR 5342 is providing assistance for emergency protective measures only, with a $3,300 

minimum threshold; Bolton is not eligible. 

➢ Bolton is in compliance with Families First Coronavirus Response Act (FFCRA).  This law 

took effect on 4/1/20 and expires on 12/31/20, and municipalities are not eligible for tax 

credits. 

➢ EMD Mica Cassara, Amy Ludwin, and Lydia Menendez, VRC, jointly decided to close the 

Potholes and trails/access on both sides of Joiner Brook. Signage was posted in 5 areas. 

➢ Town COVID-19 volunteers are ready to assist, few requests for assistance to date. 

➢ Road Commissioner Mica Cassara is communicating with the Highway Department regarding 

essential work and precautions. 

➢ Wendy Hoffman made the motion “to enter executive session under 1 V.S.A. § 313 (a) (1) (B) 

labor relations agreements with employees.” Tony Barbagallo seconded. All were in favor and 

the motion passed (5-0) at 8:09 p.m. Janet Metz made the motion “to exit executive session.” 

Wendy Hoffman seconded. All were in favor and the motion passed (5-0) at 8:47 p.m. 

Decisions made in executive session: to continue to pay full time staff full time wages when 
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impacted by COVID-19 for the next two weeks, Mica Cassara will gather requested 

information from Highway Department employees. 

• RFBs Re-Appraisal/Appraiser, Paving FY 19-20 & 20-21: 

➢ Update Appraiser/Appraisal: Notice has been posted on the Town website, the VT Bid Board, 

and advertised in Seven Days. RFBs sent directly to SOV PVR’s list of 18 VT certified 

appraisers.  

➢ Update Paving FY 19-20 & 20-21: 

o At the town’s request, Tyler Billingsley, East Engineering, excavated 4 test pits on 

Wentworth and Thacher Roads (2 on each road). As expected, results showed that the 

pavement subbase was poor with soft/saturated soils and limited depth below the 

pavement. Tyler Billingsley will send information with options and costs.  

o Thanks to Bolton Valley for assisting the effort with their machine. 

o Brief discussion on test pit results, paving vendors, paving priorities which include 

Wentworth, Thacher and Nashville Roads, paving grant to be submitted for Duxbury 

Road. 

o Mica Cassara to generate paving bid with assistance from John Choate. 

o Brief discussion on resident request to restrict access of tracked vehicles on Wentworth 

and Thacher Roads, once paved, to stop degradation of the pavement. Noted: hardship 

issues, access points for BVR, planking. Consensus to continue discussion when paving 

moves forward.  

7. Adjournment:     Tony Barbagallo made the motion “to adjourn the meeting.”    Lynda DesLauriers 

seconded. There was no further discussion.  All were in favor and the motion passed (5-0) at 9:15 p.m. 

 

Attest:  Amy Grover, Clerk   

    

Minutes are unofficial until approved. These minutes were read and approved by the Bolton Select Board on 

May 4, 2020. 


