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2020 Green Up Vermont Writing Contest winner - Camryn Crossmon of 
Chittenden, VT: 

“50 years of greening up and we're still going strong! The reason Vermonters celebrate Green Up Day is 

so we can help our community. I feel this event is really important because it makes the environment a 

better place. Without all that trash around it is much safer, much cleaner, and most of all prettier. 

We are called the Green Mountain State for a reason. We have some of the most amazing scenery in the 

country. The greenery we are famous for gets hidden when our roadways are littered with trash. It's sad. 

That's why it's important for everyone to pitch in every year on the first Saturday in May so we can live 

up to our name.  

Another reason to take part in Green Up Day is that it shows how people can do things locally to 

contribute to saving the planet. Cleaning up trash keeps toxins out of our waterways and improves the 

health of our Earth. On the next Green Up Day gather your friends and volunteer to clean your local 

community. You can have fun while helping keep our state beautiful. Plus, if someone sees you doing it, 

they may be inspired to join in!” 

 

THE BOLTON Gazette 
The Town of Bolton, Vermont 

“The Land of bouLders and bears” 
3045 Theodore Roosevelt Highway, Bolton VT 05676 

 

                  Green Up Day 2020 - May 30th! 
Vermont’s 50th Green Up Day has been postponed until the 

LAST Saturday in May – the 30th! We are expecting that 

Green Up Day bags will be delivered early in May, will be 

available 24/7 on the Town Office porch (we’ll post notice on 

Front Porch Forum and Facebook when the bags arrive). As 

always, on the 30th, filled bags may be left at the Town 

Garage. While we hope to hold Bolton’s traditional Green Up 

Day BBQ (with thanks to Bryan Farnsworth and the Bolton 

History Group), that will be dependent upon COVID-19 

restrictions, and following the current CDC and VT 

Department of Health guidance to keep our community as 

safe as possible.  Stay tuned for updates! 
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Phoebe explores a pretty gorge   

PHoebe’s kids’ quesTion  

of the month! 

My humans and I have been walking and hiking 

close to home this spring, making sure we are 

keeping off of trails that are closed.  This day we 

walked on a town road, and took the time to 

stop at this pretty spot, next to water rushing 

through a little gorge!  Have you ever visited 

this spot? If not, find out where it is in next 

month’s issue!  WOOF! Woof!!  

Last month’s answer: So, if I didn’t have a 

home in Bolton in 1849, do you think there was 

any place I could have stayed? If you said “yes,” 

you are right!  I could have rented a room at the 

“Bolton Hotel!”  I learned that the hotel had 30 

rooms and was built next to the railroad, near 

where the Bolton Store is located. What was 

even better to learn was that the hotel also was 

the Post Office, and the owner had a DOG that 

would pick up the day’s mailbag when it was 

thrown off of the train passing by, and deliver it 

to the hotel!  See a picture of the Bolton Hotel 

on page 12! 

      CLerk’s Corner 
   Amy Grover * Town Clerk & Treasurer 
                  clerkbolton@gmavt.net 

 
 
 

         CLerk’s Corner 
     Amy Grover * Town Clerk & Treasurer 
                  clerkbolton@gmavt.net 

Have you licensed your dog? 
If you have licensed your dog, thank you!  If you 

have not, Vermont law requires that dogs be licensed 

annually by April 1st. You can expect a follow up 

phone call from the Town if your dog has not been 

licensed.  Plus, your dog really wants to get his or her 

shiny new 2020 Bolton blue shield dog tag! 

 

We are issuing 2020 licenses via mail – it’s a simple 

process!  Mail in or leave your payment and current 

rabies certificate in the office drop box (if you are not 

sure if we have a current copy on file, feel free to call 

us to ask, even though the office is currently closed to 

the public, we are staffing the office during regular 

hours, M – TH, 8 a.m. – 4 p.m.), and we will mail 

your license and dog tag to you.  If you are 

registering a new dog, also provide the “Application 

for Dog License 2020” available on the town website: 

http://boltonvt.com/documents/animal-control/    

 
The Winner of the  

2021 Free Dog license! 
Congratulations to Shadow (his humans are Sharon 

Murray and Bob Fett), the winner of the free 2021 

Dog License, with our thanks for registering by April 

1st! 

 
volunteer opportunities! 

The Town is still seeking various volunteer board 

members; 2 DRB Alternates, Energy and 

Conservation Committee members, a CSWD 

Alternate, and a second Animal Control Officer. Are 

you thinking about giving back to your community, 

or looking to gain some experience that might benefit 

your “resume?”  This could be a great win/win 

opportunity for us both! Access more information on 

the Town of Bolton website:  

http://boltonvt.com/about/employment-opportunities/ 
 

http://boltonvt.com/documents/animal-control/
http://boltonvt.com/about/employment-opportunities/
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From the green mountain bicycle club  
Although we are used to seeing riders with the GMBC on their  

Thursday evening training rides here in Bolton, due to COVID-19, 

all regular season GMBC events have been temporarily 

suspended as per recommendations of the CDC, the Vermont 

Department of Health, and USA Cycling. GMBC notes that “when the situation 

improves, we hope to return to our usual schedule.” Find up to date information at 

https://thegmbc.com/ 

 

Covid-19 closures 

The Bolton Potholes are closed for safety per order of the Town of 

Bolton and Vermont River Conservancy due the inability to safely 

meet Vermont’s “Stay Home, Stay Safe” guidelines, and will remain 

CLOSED until the “Stay Home, Stay Safe” order is lifted. 

Preston Pond Conservation Area trails are 

closed as we join with our state and federal 

land management partners for the protection of 

the public. We implore people to recreate 

locally to their homes so they don’t risk 

spreading COVID-19 infections, and we don’t 

overwhelm the already muddy trail systems. In these times we are 

prioritizing public health over our recreational desires and while we recognize that 

exercise is important, traveling to your favorite trailhead is not necessary to exercise. To 

that end we have issued this closure of these trails while the stay home stay safe order is 

in place. 

Town assessor retiring 
Bolton’s Town Assessor, Kermit Blaisdell will be retiring on June 

30th, after 32+ years of service to our community.  It will very 

difficult, if not impossible to capture all of the “institutional 

knowledge” that Kermit has acquired over the last 32 years.  We will 

miss Kermit’s “bahaha” laugh, and his knowledge and expertise in 

valuing all of the properties in our town.  

 

The Select Board has issued an RFB for Town Assessor Services as 

well as an RFB for a Town Wide Re-appraisal (to be completed by 

2022), and we hope that there will be interest in both.  While we are 

not anticipating a rough transition, we recognize that the transition 

will come with challenges.We wish you well in your retirement 

Kermit – all the best to you!  

 
    

 

 

 

 

https://www.cdc.gov/
https://www.healthvermont.gov/
https://www.healthvermont.gov/
https://www.usacycling.org/
https://thegmbc.com/
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into the woods by ethan tapper 
 

The Land Ethic 

 
 

Whether you are a forest manager, 

landowner, or enjoyer of the outdoors, it 

can be intimidating to know your role in 

the management of our forests. While 

there are some examples of good 

stewardship, humans’ track record as 

land managers over the last few hundred 

years has been mostly poor, resulting in 

wholesale deforestation, the extirpation 

and extinction of numerous wildlife 

species, the introduction of invasive 

exotic plants, pests and pathogens, and 

the numerous stressors posed by climate 

change. Regardless, I believe that 

humans can develop an active, positive 

relationship with the land, one which 

protects and provides for both. A good 

roadmap for how we do this can be 

found in the formation of a “land ethic.” 

Forester, author and conservation thinker 

Aldo Leopold posited the idea of a “land 

ethic” in his beautiful and seminal book 

A Sand County Almanac, published in 

1949. At Leopold’s time, an “ethic” was 

defined as a system of standards, morals 

and rules, for how humans treat each 

other. Leopold wondered why, when we  

 

 

had ethical standards with respect to 

other people, our relationship with the 

 

land was unethical, resulting in 

widespread environmental degradation. 

Just as a lack of ethics harms our human 

communities, Leopold noted that a lack 

of ethics towards the land harmed 

natural communities and ultimately 

ourselves, as we rely on the land for our 

survival and quality of life. Leopold’s 

“land ethic” sought to expand the 

boundaries of our community to include 

the land, thusly ascribing the same ethics 

to the land as we do to our human 

communities. This approach is still 

unusual today, as many people would 

either protect the land by completely 

separating humans from it or regard the 

health of the land as something 

completely subordinate to human 

interests. He wrote: “[A] land ethic 

changes the role of Homo sapiens from 

conqueror of the land-community to 

plain member and citizen of it. It implies 

respect for his fellow-members, and also 

respect for the community as 

such…when we see land as a community 

to which we belong, we may begin to 

use it with love and respect.” 

 

The goal of the land ethic is essentially 

three-fold. First, we must recognize the 

value of ecosystems to ourselves and our 

society. In Vermont, forests clean our air 

and water, regulate our climate, protect 

our infrastructure from floodwaters, 

provide habitat for wildlife and the 

pollinators of agricultural crops, 

sequester and store the carbon, and 

much, much more. They also provide  

 

 

Continued next page 
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economic benefits by producing 

renewable resources like maple syrup 

and timber, and amazing and 

economically-important forest-based 

recreational opportunities. They provide 

the context for everything we do as 

Vermonters, making our state a beautiful 

place to live, work and visit. They are 

critical to our physical health and quality 

of life, and the cultural and economic 

health of our communities.   

 

The second part of the land ethic’s goal 

is to recognize the intrinsic importance 

of our forests and other ecosystems. 

Leopold would argue that all the parts of 

forests, from trees to wildlife, have value 

regardless of whether they serve a direct 

human purpose. A modern 

understanding of forests reinforces the 

practicality of this mindset, as science 

increasingly reveals how seemingly 

insignificant parts of forests, like fungi 

and invertebrates, are critical to the 

health of the entire system, including the 

parts of it that we traditionally value 

more highly like trees and wildlife.  

 

Finally, a land ethic helps us understand 

how humans can play a positive role in 

the stewardship of the land. By 

considering the previous two points, 

Vermonters can manage forests in a way 

that is truly symbiotic, including helping 

them recover from past human land use, 

buffering them against the effects of a 

changing climate and protecting them 

from human-introduced invasive exotic 

species, all while responsibly harvesting 

local, renewable forest resources. Using  
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local, renewable resources maximizes 

the local benefits and minimizes the 

global harm of resource production and 

consumption, helping us be better local 

and global citizens. 

 

Leopold would say that a land ethic 

“evolves in the mind of a thinking 

community.” Maybe thinking about the 

land ethic is just a gesture, but hopefully 

it is one that enriches our relationship 

with the land and helps us establish a 

more thoughtful, sustainable relationship 

with it.  I think that we can all agree that 

forests and ecosystems deserve 

intentionality, thought and ethical 

treatment.  

 

Ethan Tapper is the Chittenden County 

Forester. He can be reached at 

ethan.tapper@vermont.gov,  

or (802)-585-9099  

 

 

 
 

 

 

mailto:ethan.tapper@vermont.gov


 May 2020                                                                                                             page 6 

CLerk’s Corner ConTinued from page 2
 

                                  Bolton Up and Down Town Club Senior Dinner 
At press time, we were uncertain if the May Senior Dinner will need to be 

canceled due to the ongoing restrictions of COVID-19.  If we are able to get 

together, it will be on Thursday, May 28t h, 5 p.m. at the Fire Station, with the 

menu to be announced.   Stayed tuned for updates!  Questions?  

Give Doris Wheelock a call at 434-3769. 

 

Spring is here –  
animals are searching for food! 

Spring is finally here, and that means animals, and especially here in Bolton, 

bears, are coming out of hibernation and searching for food.  The VT Fish and 

Wildlife Department advises residents to: take down birdfeeders (bears love suet 

and sunflower seeds) and secure your outdoor: grills, trash, and pet food, and to 

keep your chicks and honey bees secure with a bear proof enclosure.  We also want 

to add to please secure your compost; please don’t scatter your compost on your 

property or other folk’s property. Not only can this attract bears and other animals, 

but it also could be harmful to pets who could accidently ingest unsuitable 

materials. 

 

Outdoor burning  
Who doesn’t love torching that spring burn pile?  However, the VT 

Department of Forests, Parks and Recreation strongly advises that the 

public postpone all outdoor burning through at least May 30, 2020. “Open 

burning creates the risk of an escaped fire and puts pressure on emergency 

personnel. Given that Vermont is currently experiencing community-wide 

spread of COVID-19, there is a need to minimize any additional pressure 

on emergency personnel both in terms of response and unnecessary 

potential contact with people who may have COVID-19.” 

 

Please note: outdoor burning in Bolton requires a permit.  Contact Bolton Fire Chief Mike Gervia at 

(802) 399-1412 to inquire if permits are being issued, and to request a permit. 

 

Paving request for bid (RFB) 2020  
The Town has just issued an RFB for paving in 2020 which includes “bomag” (grinding) 

and paving of Wentworth and Thacher Roads, paving of Nashville Road, and if the Town is 

awarded the VTrans Class 2 paving grant which we applied for, paving the first mile of 

Duxbury Road (from Richmond).  Tyler Billingsley from East Engineering assisted the 

town by providing options after evaluating test pits on Thacher and Wentworth Roads, and while the 

results showed there are road base issues, the town does not have the funds for a full reconstruction of 

those roads, likely a million+ $$$.  We are moving ahead with the bomag and paving option, and are 

hopeful an RFB will come in at a price the town has the funding for. Our thanks to BVR, LLC, for 

providing the equipment and an operator to dig the test pits, and our thanks to former BSB member 

John Choate for all of his help and for being so instrumental in this RFB process!  
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spring construction Time! 
 

Dreaming of spring/summer building projects? OK, got your permits?   

 

Although most of us have been sidelined for weeks due to the stay-at-home order, there’s a glimmer of 

hope that we may soon get the go-ahead to emerge from our cocoons with renewed energy & our 

toolboxes in hand.   When that happens, will you be ready to get started on your spring & summer 

building plans? 

 

As a reminder, most new construction projects in the town of Bolton require getting a zoning permit 

before you build.  That includes new homes, additions to existing building footprints, replacing mobile 

homes, new sheds, garages or barns larger than 80 sq. ft., home businesses, and accessory dwellings.  If 

you’re not sure if your project needs a permit, or how to apply, see the ‘Do I Need a Permit - Zoning 

FAQs’ handout on the Zoning Applications page (http://boltonvt.com/documents/zoning-permit-

applications/) of the town website. 

 

While most projects can be approved quickly at the staff level, some may need review & approval from 

the town’s Development Review Board.  That can add several weeks, and additional fees to the process.  

For those reasons, it’s best to get started early, even before you have secured financing or scheduled any 

contractors. It’s not too soon to apply for permits for projects you would like to start building anytime this 

year. 

 

Normally, we would be pleased to meet with you in person to discuss your plans, what regulations apply, 

and what permits & fees are needed for your project. Unfortunately, due to the current closure of the 

Bolton Town Office to the public, that kind of in-person help is ‘on hold,’ for now. (Check the town 

website home page for updates.)  Regardless, zoning administrator Larry Lewack is available to assist you 

by phone at: (802) 434-5075 x225 and via email, at: zoningbolton@gmavt.net.  Larry’s office hours are 

on Mondays 10-4 & by appointment. 

 

Zoning permit applications can be downloaded at the link (above) & printed, then mailed in with your 

permit fees, or deposited in the drop slot at the Town Office. If you don’t have access to a working 

printer, call us: we can mail  application forms to you.  (Your completed application can also be scanned 

at home & emailed.  But payment of fees is required to start processing your application.)  Please allow 

extra time for review & approval. 

 

If you’re not sure if you need a zoning 

permit, which permit is needed, or what to 

include on your application, start with our 

zoning FAQ’s.  If you’re unsure about 

fees, what rules apply to your project, 

need help to complete the application or 

anything else about the process, call or 

email.  We are here to help, and will 

respond soon! 

 

 
 

 

http://boltonvt.com/documents/zoning-permit-applications/
http://boltonvt.com/documents/zoning-permit-applications/
mailto:zoningbolton@gmavt.net
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We’re All In This Together 
 
Hello Neighbors,  

 

We know that one in five people in 

Vermont has experienced income loss due 

to the COVID-19 pandemic. Staying home 

to stay safe benefits us all – we’re all 

impacted by COVID-19, and we’re all in 

this together.   

 

We want you to know that help is here if 

you need it (let others know, too!). Here in 

Bolton, we are offering to deliver groceries 

from the store and from the 

Richmond Food Shelf, and trying to ensure that everyone has fabric face masks.  

 

If you have reduced income due to COVID-19, you may qualify now for: 

• groceries from the Richmond Food Shelf - (802) 578-4283 

• reduced cost or free meals for any child in your household, regardless of school 

enrollment status 

• unemployment insurance 

• pandemic unemployment assistance 

• 3squarestVT - funds to purchase food 

 

The State of Vermont is maximizing benefits to help people through this, and streamlining as 

much of the application processes as they can. There are volunteers who can help you navigate 

all this, and calling 211 is a great place to start learning about these state benefits.  

 

We have a volunteer response team here in Bolton, connected to teams throughout the state. 

Please be in touch, whether you need help, or have help to offer. A lot of people, it turns out, 

need something AND have something to offer. Email help@boltonvt.com or call (802) 448-0827 

if you would like grocery or food shelf delivery in Bolton (or fabric face masks). There is also a 

Slack team at boltonassistance.slack.com where you can ask questions and connect with 

neighbors. 

 

Stay Safe! 

Bolton’s C19 Volunteer Team 

 

Thank you from the town to this team of volunteers, and to 
everyone who is helping our community at this time! 

 
 

http://www.richmondfoodshelfvt.org/
https://sites.google.com/mmuusd.org/covid-19information/food-service-plan
https://labor.vermont.gov/unemployment-insurance
https://labor.vermont.gov/pua
https://www.hungerfreevt.org/3squaresvt-resource-hub
mailto:help@boltonvt.com
http://boltonassistance.slack.com/
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Meals on wheels - HOW TO SUPPORT OUR EFFORTS  
 
Vulnerable older adults are at the greatest risk amid COVID-

19. Local Meals on Wheels programs are on the front lines 

every day, focused on doing all we can to keep older 

Vermonters safe and nourished. The costs and efforts needed 

to protect seniors from COVID-19 require additional 

emergency funds, which is why we are asking federal and 

state lawmakers, corporations, foundations and the public to 

remember these vulnerable older adults in our response. 

1. Make a donation: Your gift of any size goes a long 

way to help reduce hunger and 

isolation. agewellvt.org  

2. Shop our on-line Auction benefiting Meals on 

Wheels: https://www.32auctions.com/AgeWell 

3. Volunteer:  Volunteers must be 16+ years or older. 

Information can be found at https://www.agewellvt.org/giving-back/volunteer Contact: 802-

662-5249 or emarks@agewellvt.org. 

4. Spread the word: Please let your friends, family, and networks know that older Vermonters 

need their help! Tell them about the ways they can give (the list above!). Follow Age Well’s 

Social Media Channels – Facebook, Twitter, Instagram, & LinkedIn and share our posts to 

spread awareness. 

 
 

Everyone counts - 2020 Census 

Did you know that census results shape the future of 

communities? Census data “will help determine how 

hundreds of billions of dollars in federal funding flow into 

communities every year for the next decade. That funding 

shapes many different aspects of every community, no matter the size, no matter the location.” 

Right now, Vermont is lagging behind the national percentage of folks who have self-responded to 

the 2020 Census – 45.4% compared to 54.3%.  The Census Bureau is challenging everyone to help 

ensure a complete and accurate count in 2020 by responding to a few simple questions about you and 

everyone who was living with you on April 1, 2020. You can respond online, be phone, or by mail, 

and from May 27th – August 14th census takers will interview homes that haven't responded to the 

2020 Census to help make sure everyone is counted.  

Find out more on the facts, how to respond, why your answers matter, and privacy at: 

https://2020census.gov  

 

 

. 

https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fage-well.networkforgood.com%2f&c=E,1,JufrDyRqLyk0tBQ7XOh-sGtU7EzNT-fEI7Z1ujXzPmBlPZEddDGXiW8PcXdp5dqDBfFTBzHr0lv3QU4eoW2C1m2oNCe7d0VU7jSz0TeOnha-EBk,&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fage-well.networkforgood.com%2f&c=E,1,JufrDyRqLyk0tBQ7XOh-sGtU7EzNT-fEI7Z1ujXzPmBlPZEddDGXiW8PcXdp5dqDBfFTBzHr0lv3QU4eoW2C1m2oNCe7d0VU7jSz0TeOnha-EBk,&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fage-well.networkforgood.com%2f&c=E,1,JufrDyRqLyk0tBQ7XOh-sGtU7EzNT-fEI7Z1ujXzPmBlPZEddDGXiW8PcXdp5dqDBfFTBzHr0lv3QU4eoW2C1m2oNCe7d0VU7jSz0TeOnha-EBk,&typo=1
https://www.32auctions.com/AgeWell
https://www.agewellvt.org/giving-back/volunteer
mailto:emarks@agewellvt.org
https://www.facebook.com/agewellvt.org
https://twitter.com/AgeWellVT
https://instagram.com/agewellvt
https://www.linkedin.com/company/age-well/
https://2020census.gov/
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April 28, 2020 

 
Dear MMUUSD School Community,  

 
COVID-19 In Vermont 
 Thank you all for your efforts to follow the Governor’s Stay Home/Stay Safe order.  

Recommended social distancing practices, hand washing and other preventative measures are paying 

off.  Modeling data indicates new cases of COVID-19 have slowed in Vermont and Governor Scott 

has begun a phased and evidence-based approach to restarting the economy.  This is promising news 

and a result of the sacrifices and thoughtful behavior of Vermonters.  By following the guidance of 

the Vermont Department of Health (VDH) and Governor’s Office, we can help prevent further 

outbreaks and limit the spread of COVID-19.  In addition, these instructions are the best way to avoid 

future business, employment, social and educational disruption.  

  
Continuity of Learning Plan and Progress Monitoring  
 As I mentioned in my April 14th community update, the District’s Continuity of Learning 

(COL) Plan was approved by the Vermont Agency of Education (AOE) on April 13th.  The 

components of the COL Plan require school districts to make modifications in how they assess 

students and report on progress.  Our school teams have been working on this task.  Mt. Mansfield 

Union High School sent its revised grading and reporting guidelines to families on April 17th.  To 

view this information please go HERE.  Third trimester prek-8 report cards are being designed to 

provide summaries of strengths, next steps based on observable progress, and curriculum abstracts.  

Our preK-8 schools will be providing details to families regarding adjustments to assessment and 

report cards next week.  If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact your school 

administrator.   
Central Office administrators and principals have been working collaboratively with area 

colleagues around common educational programming and assessment exceptions.  The interim 

assessment alterations we are making align with many of our neighboring districts.  The cooperation 

and sharing of information across districts has been unprecedented during the state of emergency.  

This is something we can build on as we all strive to meet the needs of students and families.  

 
Check Out THIS collection of Distance Learning Moments. 

 
Be well and safe,   
John R. Alberghini, Superintendent 

 

 

 

 

You can access MMUUSD’s 

weekly updates at 

https://www.mmuusd.org/ 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1vKThRcH7iuEyRK-91fKj-ttB0wocxeYftSdsGbZpm_s/edit?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/17AnJq0JWmYk3aP9tEEdRAQ-JiztErZZS/view
https://www.mmuusd.org/
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THE FINAL INSTALLMENT OF  
PROPERTY TAXES 

IS DUE ON MONDAY, MAY 18, 2020 
 

Reminder: late payments of the final installment of 

property taxes incur an immediate 8% late penalty and 1% 

interest and trigger the process outlined in the Delinquent 

Tax Collection Policy. As always, there is no “grace 

period,” and May 18, 2020 FEDERAL postmarks are 

accepted as on time.  

 

Please note: all taxpayers should anticipate making their payment by mail, or by leaving payments in 

the drop box, as the Town Office remains closed to the public at this time.  We are working toward 

being able to accommodate limited access with a very strict process in place (including masks required, 

no bathroom access, gloves required, bring your own pen, disinfection after each person) to meet all 

health and safety guidelines, but that process and the necessary resources are not currently in place.   

In short, we simply cannot safely accommodate a steady stream of people coming into the office to 

make tax payments.   

 

While we will continue to accept cash payments (some towns do not accept cash), without having person 

to person contact, it becomes a very complicated and time-consuming process, if the cash payment is not 

exact. Paying by check or money order is greatly preferred. One taxpayer said it shouldn’t really matter 

how she pays, because we “have to go to the bank anyway.”  Actually, we “go to the bank” right from the 

office with a scanner that deposits checks and money orders directly to the town’s bank account.  

 

If your cancelled check is not a sufficient receipt, and you would like a receipt from the office, please 

enclose a stamped, self-addressed envelope, per the Town’s Tax Payment Policy.  

 

Thank you for helping us all stay as safe as possible and reducing exposure on 

multiple levels by paying your property taxes by check or money order through 

the USPS or the office drop box. Like everyone, we are looking forward to a 

return to normal, and we miss being able to chat with our residents. 
 

We recognize that these are challenging times for us all, and financially challenging for some.  All 

taxpayers may request tax abatement from the Board of Abatement for an abatement of taxes, penalties, 

or interest under 24 V.S.A. § 1535, so long as one of the statutory criteria has been satisfied. One criterion 

a person can use to request an abatement is an inability to pay their taxes, interest, and penalty fees - 24 

V.S.A. § 1535(a)(3). Although the ability to abate exists, it must be requested, it is up to the discretion of 

the Board of Abatement (Select Board, Town Clerk, Justices of the Peace), and it is not required that the 

Board abate any amount, even if the person requesting an abatement meets one of the criteria under 24 

V.S.A. § 1535.  

 

Please contact the Town Office if you would like more information on requesting abatement. 
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the Bolton hotel 

 

Gardiner Lane’s History of Bolton notes that “it was interesting to all of the hard-working 

people to see the city folk arrive by rail to enjoy the mountains.  It was the beginning of 

tourism in Bolton.”  We are uncertain what the fate of the hotel was, but imagine that it 

was likely destroyed in the 1927 flood.

 

Conservation of the Town wood lot on stage road 

The Select Board is continuing to move forward in the process of permanently 

conserving the “Town Wood Lot” parcel off of Stage Road with a permanent 

conservation easement that will be held by the Richmond Land Trust. You may recall 

that, at the request of Bolton’s Conservation Commission, this conservation process was 

started earlier in 2019.  This triangle shaped parcel of 13.5 acres was deeded to the town 

in 1942, and there is a “sister” triangle shaped parcel in Richmond, which together with 

Bolton’s parcel forms a rectangle.  The Richmond Select Board is also in the process of  

 

Continued next page 
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conserving their parcel. Bolton’s parcel was home to the Cunningham family farm, with 

remaining cellar holes, old apple trees, and a well site, and “exists in a substantially 

undisturbed natural state, possesses significant natural, ecological, scenic, habitat, and 

open space values which reflect the unique character of the Town of Bolton” (from the 

draft Grant of Development Rights and Conservation Restrictions). The parcel is in the 

middle of a large tract of contiguously conserved land, and as noted in the Select Board 

minutes of April 20, 2020, conservation would “preserve the land in perpetuity; coming 

together to preserve a treasured piece of town forest for generations to come.”   

As this process moves forward, there will be a public hearing held by the Select Board 

with opportunity for public comment. 

 

Spring has sprung!  
 

In case there is any doubt in your mind that spring has arrived in 

Bolton, a glimpse into Linda Baker’s garden at the foot of the 

Bolton Valley Access Road will alleviate that doubt! 

 

 HUNDREDS (literally) of gorgeous daffodils are currently in 

bloom there, with colors ranging from sunny yellow, to creams 

and whites, to beautiful blushes, highlighted by their frills and 

ruffles. In these strange and unsettling times, this glimpse of 

spring is so welcomed and so appreciated – thank you Linda! 

 


