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                                                                           Town of Bolton 

3045 Theodore Roosevelt Highway 

  Bolton VT 05676 

Select Board Meeting Minutes 

February 3, 2020 

 

Board members present:  Tony Barbagallo, Mica Cassara, John Choate, Wendy Hoffman, Janet Metz 

Board members absent: none 

Also present: Payne Morgan (Encore Renewable Energy), Lindsay DesLauriers (BVR, LLC), Bryan 

Farnsworth, Russ Clark (Clark’s Truck Center) 

Clerk: Amy Grover  

 

1. The meeting was called to order at 6:03 p.m. by the Chair, Mica Cassara, with a quorum of 5 

members present. 

2. Additions or Deletions to the Agenda: 

Additions:  

• 2020 PACIF Equipment Grant – ergonomic office chairs for Assessor and PZA office. John Choate 

made the motion “to approve the 2020 PACIF application for ergonomic office chairs for the 

Assessor and PZA office.”    Janet Metz seconded.  There was no further discussion.  All were in 

favor and the motion passed (5-0).  

• Confirmation of February 17, 2020 (President’s Day) as the second February BSB meeting date. 

• Bolton Community ski/snowshoe/Sports Center day at Bolton Valley.  Lindsay DesLauriers stated 

that the Bolton community ski day (tied to the CDBG) was scheduled by BVR, LLC for the last 

Sunday in March, the 29th.  Tony Barbagallo stated he would like to create an event around the day; 

band, potluck etc. and asked if the Economic Resource Committee would take that on.  Amy 

Grover noted that the ERC was not meeting until mid-February, member/s may be stepping down, 

and did not feel it was something the ERC would/could take on. 

Deletions: none. 

3. Public Comment: none. 

4. Recurring Business: 

• Minutes January 21, 2020: Janet Metz made the motion “to approve the minutes of January 21, 

2020 as presented.”    Wendy Hoffman seconded.  There was no further discussion.  All were in 

favor and the motion passed (5-0).  

• Warrants: signed.  

5. Communications: none. 

6. Appointments:  

1. 6:15 p.m. Payne Morgan, Encore Representative and Lindsay DesLauriers, BVR, LLC – “Preferred 

Solar Siting” designation approval on Route 2.  

Payne Morgan noted that: 

• The Project is in conjunction with BVR, LLC; the development of a 500KW net-metered 3-

acre solar array along Route 2, on land owned by a DesLauriers family member.   

• The array would be ground mounted, and 7 – 8’ on the back side when tilted up, with a 25-year 

life expectancy. The permit requires a decommissioning bond. 

• Bolton’s geography limits deployment of Solar opportunities. 

• The array would: 

➢ Provide approximately $4K (year one) in municipal taxes ($125K over the project lifetime). 
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➢ Provide approximately $2K (year one) to the state education tax ($100K over the project 

lifetime). 

➢ Support BVR, LLC by offsetting 50% of their energy use, the maximum that the state will 

allow for a business. 

➢ That area is designated as “Base Solar” on Bolton’s Town Plan, Map 9, Energy Resource 

Areas. 

• Discussion by the group included: the PUC criteria for siting (why the letter is required for 

approval), the term “preferred siting,” outreach to neighbors to the east.  Tony Barbagallo made the 

motion “that the Bolton Select Board support the designation of the proposed solar array site as a 

‘preferred site,’ using the same letter of support as the Planning Commission, subject to Planning 

Commission approval.” Wendy Hoffman seconded. Amy Grover noted that the Planning 

Commission had previously approved/supported the designation at their 1/21/20 meeting, as 

reflected in the meeting minutes, and that the PC did not have authority over the BSB.   Tony 

Barbagallo stated his motion stood, pending PC approval.  There was no further discussion.  All 

were in favor and the motion passed (5-0).  Payne Morgan noted that Encore would generate the 

letter of support. 

2. 6:45 p.m. Bryan Farnsworth – Preston-Lafreniere Memorial Bench Proposal.  Bryan Farnsworth 

noted that: 

• The proposed location of the wooden memorial bench, with a plaque, would be at the base of 

Honey Hollow Road, on peastone within the silo foundation to the east of the barns, in memory 

of Leo and Judy Lafreniere, his great grandparents.  

• The fund raising would be a project of the Bolton History Group. 

• He had met with Jason Nerenberg, SOV, ANR, FPR, who has brought the proposal back to 

FPR, stewardship groups, and historical preservation.  Sharon Murray has joined in support of 

the effort. 

• At a high project level is potential for a Vermont Historical Plaque commemorating the Preston 

Heritage or Honey Hollow District. 

• He is requesting a letter of support from the town to FPR, the next step in process. 

• Group discussion included: wooden vs. stone bench, use of the Conservation Fund (with a 

consensus to try to raise funds for the project first, then circle back to discuss the Conservation 

Fund), additional historical markers in Bolton. Janet Metz made the motion “to support the 

Preston-Lafreniere memorial bench proposal and send a letter of support to the State of Vermont 

Department of Forest, Parks & Recreation.”   Tony Barbagallo seconded.  There was no further 

discussion.  All were in favor and the motion passed (5-0).  

3. 7 p.m. Eric Andrews, Highway Department, (not able to attend) Russ Clark, Clark’s Truck Center 

– Ford F-550 and International Landscape truck discussion, Community Bank Loan and Reserve 

Fund Withdrawal action/approvals as/if needed. 

Discussion included: 

• The timeline and “travels” (2500 miles, with the truck subsequently located back at the 

International factory) of the ordered International truck.  Truck is currently at Viking for body 

and plow package installation; completion expected within 4 weeks. 

• The Ford truck and town experience; feedback from the Highway Department staff is that the 

truck is not suitable for needs of the town; Russ Clark noted that Clark’s goal was to help 

Bolton in a high need moment. 

• The price without a trade in exceeds the March 2019 voter approved 83K; Amy Grover noted 

that holding a special vote for secondary voter approval would not be a simple process and 

stated she would not sign a check for a vehicle purchase in excess of the voter approved 83K. 
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• The concern on the number of and kind (abusive?) of miles put on the International truck. 

• Options discussed to “make the town whole” included: 

➢ An extended warranty (value $4K) on the new International. 

➢ A $1K refund.   

➢ That if the trade-in value of the Ford F-550 is diminished in value by the use by the town 

for 2 months, then that cost to the town in trade in value ($83/day, $2,500/month, 2 months 

of use) should be on the hauling company (“Truckmovers.com”); brief discussion on 

litigation.   

➢ Trade in value of Ford F-550 at the full purchase price, and accept the current International 

truck with an extended warranty. 

➢ Cancel the current International order due to all the unknows and order a new truck. 

Timeline for delivery for a new order would be into next winter. 

• Russ Clark will continue to follow up on options and will be in touch with the BSB. 

• Wendy Hoffman will follow up on obtaining additional information on the truck’s “journey.”  

4. 7:30 p.m. Eric Andrews, Highway Department – FEMA DR4474, Approval of Engineering Firm 

for Notch Road Slope Failure and Highway Department Updates as/if needed: 

As Eric Andrews was not able to attend, only the engineering firm approval was addressed. 

• Tony Barbagallo made the motion “to hire East Engineering per the proposal submitted for 

Notch Road repair design, clarifying if the fees previously paid to East Engineering apply to 

this proposal.”    John Choate seconded.  There was no further discussion.  All were in favor 

and the motion passed (5-0).  

7. Business & Action Items: 

• Eurowest Inns DBA “The Ponds” - Liquor License Applications (3) Approval: Janet Metz made 

the motion “to approve Eurowest Inns, DBA “The Ponds,” three liquor license applications as 

submitted.”    Wendy Hoffman seconded.  There was no further discussion.  All were in favor and 

the motion passed (5-0).  

• US Census Bureau – Confirmation of Boundary, signature required: signed. 

• Gleason Brook FEMA Buyout Update as/if needed.  It was noted that: 

➢ The FEMA buyout project at 64 Boulder Wood Lane has come in at $200,839 requiring a non-

federal 25% match of $50,209.75. 

➢ Brief discussion on options for funding the 25% match; noted by Ben Rose that the initial ask 

to VHCB indicated that there was not additional funding available to support additional 

buyouts.  Ben Rose stated that he would investigate how far current funding could be stretched 

on a first come first served basis. Amy Grover will follow up, including the option to take 

advantage of Cara Labounty’s offer of volunteer help to try to secure funding. 

➢ Amy Grover suggested and will follow up on funding through the CSWD CCUF ($2,500 

available) for removal of the shed/contents/portion of garage (maximum removal that $2,500 

will fund) at 64 Boulder Wood Lane. 

➢ The FEMA DR4474 declaration does not included Individual assistance (IA). The request was 

made by the state, even although the threshold for IA was not met. The request was denied. 

➢ The potential for other Gleason Brook property owners to apply for Advance Assistance (AA) 

is not an option – per a meeting with Ben Rose who clearly stated that “we (the town) do not 

have an AA project that we can package for FEMA that would make sense and meet the very 

tight timeline,” with a suggestion to circle back to that next year. 

➢ Multiple offers by Amy Grover to other concerned Gleason Brook property owners to schedule 

an appointment with the BSB have not been taken; it appears there are differences in the 

expectations/understanding of the town’s responsibilities with respect to property that is not 

owned by the town.  
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• CDBG – Legal Review – Approval of Documents: 

➢ Legal review of the CDBG documents was completed that afternoon by Stitzel, Page and 

Fletcher, just prior to the meeting. BSB review tabled until the February 17th meeting to allow 

time for BSB review.  Noted:  the BSB/town and BVR, LLC still need to finalize/draft the 

collateral document.  

• Winter Operations Plan & Policy 2015 – Amendment: 

➢ At least two changes are needed as noted by Amy Grover: the policy is outdated with respect to 

town staffing and the fact that the town has an adopted Traffic Ordinance which fully addresses 

parking.  

➢ Use this as an opportunity for further review and updates by the BSB (i.e. required number of 

hours “off” during plowing). 

➢ BSB consensus to forward the policy to Eric Andrews for review and any additional changes, 

return to BSB by the February 17th meeting. 

• ROW Permit (Road Cut) & Fee Update - discussion included: 

➢ Trench cut specifications, cost based on square footage approach, addition of a performance 

bond to hold contractors responsible to warranty their work.  

➢ John Choate to tweak and provide to the BSB for the February 17th meeting. 

8. Adjournment:   Tony Barbagallo made the motion “to adjourn the meeting.”    John Choate 

seconded.  There was no further discussion.  All were in favor and the motion passed (5-0) at 8:25 p.m. 

 

Attest:  Amy Grover, Clerk      

Minutes are unofficial until approved. These minutes were read and approved by the Bolton Select Board on:  

February 17, 2020 

 

____________________________________            

Chair, For the Board 

 


