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UVM “Zest” Performs 

Gratitude for the 2019 Community 
and Energy Fair 

The Economic Resource Committee would like 
to extend our appreciation to the following, as 
without their involvement, the Bolton 
Community & Energy Fair would not have been 
the great event that it was this year. 

Town Assistance: 

We could not have done this event without the 
amazing support of Carol Devlin and Amy 
Grover.  We would also like to thank Amy 
Ludwin and the Conservation Commission as 
well as the entire Energy Committee for the 
workshops and vendor information that helped 
to make this event so successful.  Thanks also 
to Eric and Debbie Andrews for moving the Fire 
Station tables to the school, and to Tim Grover 
for moving the tables back! 
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“The Land of bouLders and bears” 
3045 Theodore Roosevelt Highway, Bolton VT 05676 

 

 
Season’s Greetings 

And  
Best Wishes for the New Year! 

 

 

Land of boulders and BEARS! 
We sure grow ‘em big in Bolton, bears that 

is – which is pretty obvious from this game 

camera picture of a HUGE black bear taken 

“somewhere in Bolton!”  How much do you 

think this fellow (or lady?) weighs?  Some 

estimates were in the 400-pound range! 

Photo credit and thanks to Matt Mead 
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Phoebe learns more about  

BolTon’s history!           

Phoebe’s kids’ quesTion  

of the month! 

I like exploring and learning things about Bolton, 

and today my humans and I learned something new 

from Gardiner Lane’s History of Bolton! (My 

human says you can read this history too – it’s on 

the town website!) Have you ever heard of Allen’s 

Rock? I didn’t until today, but I liked the story 

about it!  Where do you think Allen’s Rock is, and 

how do you think it got its name? Find out in next 

month’s issue! 

WOOF! Woof!!        

Last month’s answer:  Thanks to Mr. Menz and the 

Smilie School kids the results are in!  The winning 

dog tag for 2020 is the blue shield with 41 votes!  

Second place this year was the clover with 29 

votes, and third was the telephone with 19 votes. 

Mr. Menz told my human that he had to explain to 

the kids what the phone tag was – because that tag 

is in the shape of an old dial type telephone, with a 

handset receiver, whatever that means! 

 

 
 
 

        
       cLerk’s corner 
     Amy Grover * Town Clerk & Treasurer 
                  clerkbolton@gmavt.net 

Town Meeting 2020! 
Have you marked your calendar for Town 

Meeting, Monday evening, March 2, 2020?  

Have you been thinking about becoming more 

involved in your community and running for 

an elected office?  We sure hope so! While we 

hope that the folks currently holding an elected 

office will choose to run again, that is never a 

given.  The following elected positions will be 

open for election/re-election: 

Select Board – 3-year term (John Choate not running) 

Select Board – 2-year term 

Town Clerk – 3-year term 

Town Treasurer – 3-year term 

Town Constable – 1-year term (currently vacant) 

Town Moderator – 1-year term 

Town Agent – 1-year term 

Grand Juror – 1-year term 

Cemetery Commissioners – 3-year term, 2 

years remaining on a 3-year term, 1 year 

remaining on a 3-year term 

  

DEADLINES:  if you would like to run for an 

elected position, you must file a petition with 

the Town Clerk signed by at least 1% of the 

voters (12) by January 27, 2020.  The Town 

Office can assist with petitions, just contact us! 

 

January 16, 2020 is the last day to file a 

petition with the Town Clerk signed by at least 

5% of the voters (55) for articles to be 

included in the Town Meeting warning. There 

are VERY specific requirements for this 

petition – please contact the Town Office for 

information. 
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Event Assistance 
Thank you SMILIE SCHOOL!!!  Hosting the event at Smilie School was awesome as the set up enabled 
the Community Fair to focus our vendors in the gym, while the Energy Committee was very 
successful with participation in the Energy Workshops in one of the classrooms.  A huge thanks to 
Kat Devlin for her very talented face painting and providing art direction for the kids in the art room.  
Sun Common brought their bouncy house that kids enjoyed outside.  The Smilie Community 
Association (SCA) group provided much appreciated and delicious soup, bread, and cookies to raise 
money for their group.  Thanks to Eric Lister and Derek Taylor for helping with parking, and to Steve 
Peery for technical assistance with the microphone system. 

Our local vendors provided the core of the Community Fair by sharing their goods and services in the 
gym.  We appreciated that Lt. Governor David Zuckerman attended, not only visiting the vendors, 
but also presenting custom T-shirts to the adorable kids who participated in the art contest last 
spring; the T-shirts were imprinted with their own designs. The UVM ZEST singers topped off the 
afternoon entertaining everyone with their a capella singing! 

Raffle and Silent Auction 

Our most successful fundraising efforts were made possible by the amazing Silent Auction and Raffle 
items.  Artists Natasha Bogar, Rob Mullen, and Kara Ware contributed fantastic art pieces that 
doubled our income for the silent auction this year, a HUGE THANKS for those contributions!   

Local businesses supported the raffle and silent auction with wonderful prizes that the community 
was very generous bidding on this year, allowing us to raise $1083 for the Senior Dinners and the Fire 
Department.  Thanks to Willa, Abby, and Rosa for selling the raffle tickets. 

A special thanks to Julie Longstreth for creating an amazing logo for the event and to RiseVT for the 
grant that enabled us to purchase banners, treats, team shirts, and other items to support this event.  
This event continues to be free for all vendors to participate and has no financial support from the 
town. 

And last but not least, we extend our gratitude to those took the time to attend.  As you can see this 
event was made possible thanks to many people!   

THANK YOU ALL!                            The Economic Resource Committee 
 

 
 
 
                                              
 
 
 
 
 

Lieutenant Governor David 

Zuckerman presenting custom 

T-shirts to the art contest 

participants. 
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smilie school news 
Greetings from Smilie Memorial School! Our students and 

staff members have been engaged in a wide variety of 

activities over the past month.  Most recently, Ms. Darcelene, 

from the Beacon Light Grange #557, surprised our third 

graders with brand new dictionaries. She pointed out all of the 

up-to-date information that could be found in these resource 

books. Students eagerly accepted the dictionaries with a 

chorus of “thank-yous”. Students were particularly interested 

in looking up the longest word in the English language.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Third and fourth graders have been studying earthquakes and their effects on different 

structures. Students created their own buildings and then used an earthquake simulator to 

see how they stood up to the tremors. If their building did not fare well, students were 

challenged to make repairs that made their buildings stronger. Their refurbished buildings 

were again put on the earthquake simulator to see if they withstood the tremors with no 

damage. Awesome lessons! 

 
                                            Smilie news continued next page  
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Many students participated in our last After School Enrichment (ASE) activity, sponsored by 

our Smilie Community Association. Local artist, Natasha Bogar, provided guidance and 

assistance to help students create beautiful winter scene paintings.  
 

In Art classes, our 

students have been 

studying the making 

of Venetian Masks. 

Last Friday, students 

put on our First 

Annual Venetian 

Mask parade, in our 

gymnasium. Parents 

were invited and we 

all watched authentic 

videos from Italy, 

showing people in 

intricate costumes and masks. Students were then invited class by class, to walk across the 

stage. In the end, students made a large loop around the entire gym, showing 

their beautiful masks. We had a fun time! 

                         
 

We celebrated Thanksgiving at Smilie, and had many families 

and friends attend! Our delicious meal was prepared by our 

cook, Ms. Michelle and her helper, Ms. Jamie. Thanks so much 

for all your efforts, and thanks to all the staff members who 

also lent a helping hand on this day.  

Sincerely, 

Barbara Tomasi-Gay, Principal 
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Into the woods by ethan tapper 

White Pine: A History 
Wolf Pine, Red Rocks 

Eastern white pine (Pinus strobus) is perhaps New England’s most 

celebrated tree. It graces Vermont’s state seal and is the state tree of 

Maine (its cone is Maine’s state “flower”) and Michigan. It’s notoriety 

dates back to the 1600’s, when European explorers wrote excitedly of 

North America’s massive pine, reputed to be hundreds of feet tall and 

broad enough to turn a team of oxen around on their stump. Today, the 

white pines growing in our forests are very different, but it remains an 

important tree species with a fascinating history.  

 

Upon arriving in the “New World” from timber-starved Europe, 

Europeans were awed by the size and quantity of timber here. 

Particularly prized were the enormous pine, which were large enough to 

be ships’ masts for the British navy. At a time when naval dominance 

was incredibly important, trees large enough to be masts were an 

extremely significant resource for European powers. White pine lumber 

was also a prized building material, and so the early exploitation of New 

England’s forests focused almost solely on the species.  They were so 

important that in the early 1700’s King George I declared all pine trees greater than 24” in 

diameter to be property of the crown. Surveyors designated these trees with the “King’s Broad 

Arrow,” a mark of three axe cuts in an arrow or “turkey foot” design. Colonists were forbidden to 

cut these trees, which is said to have been one of the grievances that incited the American 

Revolution.  

  

Today, according to the US Forest Service, Eastern white pine is Vermont’s fourth most 

prominent tree species. However, land use has created white pines very different from those 

historic “mast pines.” In the 1800’s about 80% of Vermont was deforested, primarily for pasture. 

Much of this pastureland was abandoned, and allowed to revert to forest, in the late 1800’s-early 

1900’s. In these regenerating fields, white pine found an unusual niche. The reasons for this are 

not entirely clear: some say that their seeds penetrate sod better than others, or that livestock 

browsed and/or meadow voles girded other tree species, but neither animal found white pine 

palatable. Whatever the reason, most white pine we have today is growing on the site of old 

pastures, rather than on sites where it may have been found prior to the 1800’s.  

 

Two main pests afflict white pines today. The white pine weevil is a native insect that lays eggs 

in the terminal bud (“leader”) of young white pines. It generally attacks pines growing in full 

sunlight, so those growing in old fields were a perfect target. When the weevil larvae hatch, they 

kill the leader, prompting multiple lateral buds to form secondary leaders. The result is “cabbage 

pines,” trees with many crooked stems like the 14-stem pine depicted on Vermont’s state seal. 

The vast majority of the white pine trees I see are damaged by the white pine weevil.  

 

Another pest of note is “blister rust,” (Cronartium ribicola), a fungus first discovered in the 

region in 1909. Blister rust requires both white pine and plants in the genus Ribes (currants and 

gooseberries) to complete its life cycle, and so in the early 1900’s the cultivation or possession of 

 

 

                                                                                    Continued next page   
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Ribes plants became federally regulated, a ban that was lifted in 1966. In the early-mid 1900’s, 

crews were dispatched to eradicate Ribes plants, walking through public and private land and 

killing all they found. This started with the Civilian Conservation Corps (CCC) in the 1930’s and 

continued in one form or another through the 1960’s. After the federal ban on Ribes was lifted, 

some New England states legalized the species, although in Maine and several other states it 

remains illegal. Even through the 1980’s, growers of currants in Vermont were required to certify 

that they were 900 feet from stands of healthy white pine.   

 

As our forests recover from the land clearing of the 1800’s, they may come to more closely 

resemble pre-settlement forests, and many 

areas where white pine currently thrives will 

likely shift towards a mix of other tree species. 

White pine will probably remain in our forests 

as a scattered tree, towering over its neighbors, 

and on sites where soils are deep and well-

drained. Maybe, with some good management, 

we will again grow healthy white pine trees 

that awe us like they awed Europeans four 

centuries ago.  

 

Ethan Tapper is the Chittenden County 

Forester. He can be reached at 

ethan.tapper@vermont.gov, (802)-585-9099 

or at his office at 111 West Street, Essex 

Junction.   

 

 
Winter Wildlife Ecology and Forest Management Walk at the Hinesburg Town Forest 

Saturday December 21, 2019, 1:00-3:00pm 
 

Join Ethan Tapper, Chittenden County Forester, and Andrea 
Shortsleeve, Wildlife Biologist for Vermont Fish and Wildlife for a 
free, public walk of an active timber harvest at the Hinesburg Town 
Forest (HTF). This walk will highlight winter wildlife ecology, 
wildlife tracking and the active forest management underway at the 
HTF, and how this work at the HTF is expected to influence wildlife 
habitat and behavior.   
  
The Hinesburg Town Forest is an 864-acre property, owned by the 
Town of Hinesburg and managed by the Chittenden County Forester 
since the 1950’s. It is a beloved resource, used by people from all 
over the region for hiking, mountain biking, bird and wildlife-watching and other 
activities. To join the walk, meet at 1:00pm at the plow turnaround at the end of 
Economou Road, Huntington. Be prepared to spend two hours out in the elements, 
including some walking over uneven and slippery surfaces. 
 

  
 

mailto:ethan.tapper@vermont.gov
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CLerk’s corner continued From Page 2 
 

Bolton Up and Down Town Club 
 Holiday Dinner  

Please note the CHANGE OF DATE! 

Date: Thursday, December 5, 2019 

Place:  Bolton Fire Station 

Time: 5 p.m. 

Menu: Ham dinner with sweet potato casserole, regular 

mashed potatoes, vegetables and rolls.  You are welcome to bring a holiday goodie to share.  We 

will be having Christmas music, the stocking will be hung with care, and for those wanting to 

participate, we’ll be having a Yankee Swap.  With the holiday season fast approaching, we’ve 

combined our November and December dinners into one delightful early December dinner, our 

last for 2019. Questions? Contact Doris @ 434-3769   

 

Holiday crates of cheer reminder 
We are continuing to accept non-perishable food items for the Holiday Crates of 

Cheer at Smilie School up until December 13th.  We are happy to accept 

monetary donations up to and beyond December 13th as any funds that are not 

used this year will be saved for next year’s Crates of Cheer. Volunteers are 

needed to shop, sort, pack and deliver Crates. If you are interested in donating 

your time, please contact Anne Clegg anneclegg@yahoo.com or 434-5673, or Leslie Pelch 

lesliepelch@gmail.com  or 802- 598-0048.  Thank you for your help!  

Reminder: While we will continue to recognize and thank our senior residents with baskets, we 

want to support other members of our community who may be facing challenging 

circumstances.  

  
Property Taxes  

Thank you to all of the Bolton property owners who paid the November 

installment of property taxes on time, who wrote checks legibly, with a 

blue or black pen (yes, some checks written in sparkly pink or red ink did 

arrive - sadly, the scanner cannot read them), and identified their parcel ID 

number.  Just FYI – do you know that the town processes over 3,500 tax 

payments in a year? Any assistance from the property owners in helping to make that process go 

smoothly is very much appreciated. 

The 1% interest has been calculated, and late notices have been sent. Currently there is close to 

$55K in outstanding principal due for September and November. 

There still seems to be some confusion around tax payments.  Can you pay more than what is 

due?  Absolutely!  Can you pay in advance of due dates?  Sure!  Can you pay your whole balance 

at any time?  Of course! Can you pay $100 now towards your February 2020 installment? Yes! 

Can we let you know what your balance is at any time?  Certainly! What the town cannot do is to 

become your own personal accountant; to figure out payment plans, and how much needs to be 

paid and when so that installments are paid in full and on time. The property owner needs to take 

ownership of that, with thanks for your understanding. 

 
 
  

Bolton gazette information 
Reminder: The deadline for submissions is the 15th of the month for the following month’s edition.  Your 

submissions of any type and in any format are more than welcome!!! To OPT IN to receive the Bolton 

Gazette electronically and in color email boltongazette@gmavt.net  

 

mailto:anneclegg@yahoo.com
mailto:lesliepelch@gmail.com
mailto:boltongazette@gmavt.net
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BioBlitz at Camels Hump Middle School 

 

When seventh grade Sequoia science 
teacher, Sandra Fary, at Camels Hump 
Middle School (CHMS), first told her 
students that they would be participating 
in a Bioblitz, they had a variety of 
responses. Some were positive; others 
were negative. One student even 
thought it would be a mix of 
pandemonium and soggy, moody, 
teenagers that would be released into 
the wild. They didn’t know if their groups 
would work, or if they could actually find 
anything on the CHMS campus and 
adjoining sites. Others were excited to 
be outside, or to learn how to identify 
new species. One student said, “I was 
excited because I got to go outside and 
explore new places I wouldn’t have even 
thought about going to if I didn’t do this.” 
Overall, many students were thrilled at 
the opportunity to learn in an outside, 
rather than inside, classroom.  
 

If you’re wondering what a bioblitz is, 
here’s the short answer: a Bioblitz is 
when you go out into the natural world 
for a given amount of time and inventory 
every biotic organism in that area.  
Students from teams Spark, Grit, and 
Sequoia at CHMS were split into groups 
and each were scattered around the 
CHMS, Richmond Elementary School, 
and Willis Land Preserve areas to 
inventory life in different habitats. The 
bioblitz went extremely well and 
between the teams, students made 437 
observations, and found 168 different 
species of animals, plants, and fungi on 
the CHMS campus.   
 

CHMS wasn’t the only school that 
participated in this bioblitz. There were 
nine other schools within the Winooski 
River Watershed that inventoried their 

campuses. Combined, the schools 
made 2,516 observations and found 558 
species. This gave us a great sense of 
the biodiversity within our local 
watershed. 

 

Why is a Bioblitz important? Conserving 
biodiversity. The dictionary defines 
biodiverse as, “The variety of life in the 
world or in a particular habitat or 
ecosystem.” However, biodiversity is 
under attack. According to Half Earth, a 
project working to defend biodiversity, it 
says, “When 90% of a habitat removed, 
the number of species that can persist 
sustainably will descend to about a half.” 
To put that in perspective, that’s like if a 
class with 24 kids lost 90% of their 
classroom space, because of the 
decrease in space, only 12 students 
would be able to continue their learning 
in that classroom. Half Earth is 
dedicated to protecting biodiversity. 

 
It all started on two hot days. We all 
walked out in the early morning to see 
what we were facing and collect some 
supplies we might need. Armed with 
sweeper nets, bug jars, magnifying 
glasses, and data sheets, each group 
and their chaperone went to their 
assigned spot. From there they began to 
record every living organism (plants, 
fungi, and animals) that they could find. 
Then, the data sheets started to fill up.  
 

When we asked Sequoia students what 
their favorite part of the bioblitz was, one 
kid said, “I really liked finding cool plants 
that I had never seen before.” Another 
bioblitz participant said, “My favorite part 
was when I found a whole bunch of 
black and yellow garden spiders.” 
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This just goes to show that the students 
that participated had a lot of fun during 
this two-day event!  Additionally, when 
asked, 70 % of the Sequoia students 
answered that they would rate their 
experience as fun or awesome. 

 

However, the fun was rooted in learning. 
One participant shared their excitement 
over learning how to tell if the tree is a 
beech tree just by the feel of the leaves. 
Others liked learning to use iNaturalist. 
Some exciting finds included dragonfly 
larvae, birds’ nests, a juvenile trout, a 
tree frog, polyphemus moth caterpillar, 
and many more.   

 

How can you help? The Half Earth 
Project was created a few years ago 
and it strives towards the goal of 
conserving half of all the oceans and 
land. To help get an understanding of 
the biodiversity of the earth, you can do 
you own bioblitz at home, work or 
school! To start, you can download 
iNaturalist. iNaturalist is a free app that 
allows you to take pictures of cool 
organisms you find and identify them. 
iNaturalist also allows you to see what 
other people found near you! Once you 
have the app, just take some time out of 

your day to find something interesting in 
the natural world. Encourage others to 
get involved.  

 

As new seventh graders who were 
jumbled up with new kids, it was a great 
way to get to know our new classmates 
and the natural world around us. In 
conclusion, we learned a lot during the 
two days that we participated in the 
bioblitz, not only about our natural 
ecosystem, but about working together 
and completing research. One kid 
described it as “THE BEST THING 
THAT I HAVE DONE ON SCHOOL 
GROUNDS EVER !!!!!!”  

 

Looking into the future, there will be 
another bioblitz possibly this spring and 
next fall. We need volunteers! To get 
involved you can (we need it!) contact 
Camels Hump Middle School and get 
your sweep nets ready!   

 

Indira Bush and Rosa Ricketson 
7th Grade Students 
Team Sequoia 
Camels Hump Middle School 
Richmond, Vermont 

 

 

 

 

 
Vermont BEE LAB, the university of vermont 

We are a laboratory dedicated to the protection of pollinators through 

research, education, and outreach. In the spring of 2020, we will be 

offering pest and pathogen diagnostic services for Vermont beekeepers, and the Vermont 

Apiary Inspection Program.  Follow us and spread the buzz!  

 

@VTBeeLab         www.vermontbeelab.com 

 

 

 

  

http://www.vermontbeelab.com/
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Upcoming Event - A High Price to Pay:  
a VermonT famiLy’s Civil War Hardship and Loss 

Speaker Portrays Vermont Father as He Recounts Search for Son’s Remains 

Richmond, VT - Abel Morrill, Sr., an early settler of Cabot, Vermont, was a respected 

farmer and maple sugar producer for much of the 19th century. Like many Vermont 

families of the era, his suffered severe hardships, the greatest of which was the loss of 

two sons to the Civil War. 

On December 5 at 1:30 PM at Richmond’s Free Library, David Book portrays patriarch 

Abel Morrill Sr. as he recounts in authentic and accurate historical detail the trials the 

Morrill family endured in the years before and after America’s greatest conflict.  

 

The heart of Mr. Book’s monologue centers on the search for and dramatic recovery of 

the remains of Captain Edwin Morrill, who lost his life in an escape attempt from a 

Confederate prison train. Abel Morrill Jr., who also died in the war, was buried in an 

unknown gravesite. 

 

An educator, historian and author, David Book’s story defines the hardships endured by 

families throughout Vermont during the Civil War era. The Vermont Humanities Council 

event hosted by the Community Senior Center of Bolton, Richmond and Huntington is 

free and open to the public. 
 

Event summary: A High Price to Pay, A Heavy Burden to Bear: 

One Family’s Civil War Story 

Speaker: David Book 

Location: Richmond Free Library, 201 Bridge Street, Richmond 

Admission: Free, open to the public 

Host:  Community Senior Center of Bolton, Richmond and 

Huntington   

Information contact: Jane Vossler  janevossler@gmail.com               

David Book as Abel Morrill Sr. 

 
Message from Steps to end domestic violence 

We believe that everyone has the right to live without fear of any type 

of abuse.  We provide services, support and education to end domestic 

violence in our community. Need help?  Call our hotline:   

  802-658-1996. All of our services are free and confidential.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:janevossler@gmail.com
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Winter is here and we need your help!  
Even although the calendar still says fall, winter is upon us and 

that means snow and plowing! Please be considerate of our 

hard-working highway staff and the very long hours they 

spend plowing our roads by keeping the town right of ways 

and traveled portion of all town highways clear of all items: 

your parked vehicles, garbage cans, and recycling totes.  Our 

highway staff simply CAN NOT stop a fully loaded, 45,000-

pound vehicle, with a wing plow, on a slippery road, often in 

very hilly terrain to move your cans and totes out of the right of way.  The town also does 

not have the resources to maintain a “bare roads” policy our 20+ miles of town roads. 

 

Vehicles left parked/abandoned in the traveled portion of town highways are always a 

safety concern for all involved. Choosing to leave a vehicle parked in such manner risks 

causing an accident, that vehicle being hit, being completely plowed in, or BEING 

TOWED. Thank you in advance for your help with this.  

 

You can access the town’s “Winter Operations Plan” (which provides information on 

plowing/maintaining our town highways in the winter) at: http://boltonvt.com/wp-

content/uploads/2014/08/20150218091034027.pdf 

 

Winter driving calls for extra caution and preparation – are you ready to tackle winter 

driving this year? See safe winter driving tips from the Vermont State Police: 

https://vsp.vermont.gov/trafficsafety/winter 

With Winter on Its Way, State Officials Remind Vermonters to 
Keep Heating Oil Tanks Safe 

  

MONTPELIER -- Many Vermont residents will have heating oil tanks inspected before 

the first fill of the winter season. The inspections, required by a 2017 Rule, reduce the 

number of spills or leaks from these tanks. Under the 2017 rule, inspectors must attach a 

“do not fill” or “red-tag” if the tank is at risk of spilling or leaking fuel.   
  

“To protect the environment and keep people safe from hazardous fuel leaks, we’re 

working with fuel suppliers to inspect tanks so that we’re able to prevent spills before 

they happen,” said Emily Boedecker, Commissioner of the Vermont Department of 

Environmental Conservation. "The inspections and the red-tag rule identify problems in 

advance, avoiding dangerous and costly oil spills.”  

 

 
                                                                                    Continued next page 
 

http://boltonvt.com/wp-content/uploads/2014/08/20150218091034027.pdf
http://boltonvt.com/wp-content/uploads/2014/08/20150218091034027.pdf
https://vsp.vermont.gov/trafficsafety/winter
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Under the rule, fuel suppliers are not allowed to deliver fuel to a red-tagged tank until it 

is repaired or replaced. It also requires all tanks to be inspected at least once every three 

years. If a tank is unsafe to fill, inspectors are required to put a red tag on the tank. Fuel 

companies can work with homeowners to install a temporary tank until the tank is 

replaced or repaired. The inspector will also notify the owner of the repairs that are 

necessary to resume fuel delivery. A red-tagged tank can also be filled by hand with 

small amounts of fuel until the dangerous tank can be repaired or replaced.    
  

The Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC), the Department of Children and 

Families (DCF) and the Vermont Fuel Dealers Association (VFDA) are working together 

to ensure every Vermonter has access to heating fuel and a safe fuel tank. DEC and 

VFDA are encouraging fuel dealers to conduct routine inspections during the spring and 

summer when there is ample time to secure financial assistance and make repairs.   

  

DCF administers the Emergency Heating System Repair and Replacement Program, 

which makes up to $750,000 available annually to respond to heating emergencies, 

including a no-heat emergency that may result from red-tagged tanks this winter. DEC 

manages the Petroleum Cleanup Fund financial assistance program. This fund helps 

approximately 300 Vermonters upgrade or replace their tanks every year. For 

homeowners seeking financial assistance to help with the cost of fixing or replacing a 

red-tagged tank, here are four places to start:  

1. The Vermont Petroleum Cleanup Fund offers financial assistance to low-

income residential tank owners for the removal, replacement and upgrade of 

an aboveground fuel oil storage tank.  Go to http://dec.vermont.gov/waste-

management/storage-tanks/tank-removal-financial-assistance or call (802) 

828-1138 for more information.  

2. The Emergency Furnace Repair and Replacement Program operated by the 

Office of Economic Opportunity can assist with financing the repair or 

replacement of a red-tagged tank. Contact your local Community Action 

Agency for more information.  

3. The U.S. Department of Agriculture has a Rural Economic Development 

loan and grant program for low-income households.  Go 

to www.rd.usda.gov for more information.  

4. VGreen Energy Improvement Loan offered by VSECU is a low-income loan 

for tank replacements. Go to www.vsecu.org or call 1-800-371-5162 for more 

information.  

Homeowners have until August 15, 2020 to have their first tank inspection; after the first 

inspection the tank must be inspected once every three years. To review DEC guidance 

on hand-filling to ensure this process is done safely, visit http://dec.vermont.gov/waste-

management/storage-tanks/tank-removal-financial-assistance.  

  

http://dec.vermont.gov/waste-management/storage-tanks/tank-removal-financial-assistance
http://dec.vermont.gov/waste-management/storage-tanks/tank-removal-financial-assistance
http://dec.vermont.gov/waste-management/storage-tanks/tank-removal-financial-assistance
http://www.rd.usda.gov/
http://www.vsecu.org/
http://dec.vermont.gov/waste-management/storage-tanks/tank-removal-financial-assistance
http://dec.vermont.gov/waste-management/storage-tanks/tank-removal-financial-assistance

