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THE BOLTON Gazette 
The Town of Bolton, Vermont 

“The Land of bouLders and bears” 

3045 Theodore Roosevelt Highway, Bolton VT 05676 

 

Hello Neighbors…Let us update you on the planning for this year’s… 

BOLTON COMMUNITY FAIR, Saturday, November 2nd, 12 to 4 p.m. at Smilie School 

The ECONOMIC RESOURCE COMMITTEE in coordination with Bolton Community Network, Bolton 

Energy Committee, Bolton History Group, Smilie parents group, and RiseVT is bringing the community 

together again for this 4
th
 annual fair.  In hopes of increasing attendance, we have changed the setting to 

Smilie School at the bottom of the mountain, along with additional advertising. Our continuing vision is to 

highlight the local businesses, artists & artisans in the Bolton Corridor (Richmond to Waterbury).  We 

provide free space so folks can set up their own tables to show their wares and services. This is a venue 

for the community to support local entrepreneurs and businesses, with a parallel purpose to provide more 

networking and meeting-your-neighbors opportunities. In this vein, the day has been expanded: with a 

concurrent ENERGY FAIR 12-4 p.m. (with workshops) and a HARVEST DINNER, 5-7 p.m., for feasting.  

You can plan on a full afternoon/evening outing with your family. In addition to more area vendors & more 

folks this year, we’ll have the SILENT AUCTION, the BIG PRIZE RAFFLES, and an expanded FUN-FOR-

THE-KIDS venue, Bolton History outreach (bring your old photos), perhaps some student performances, 

along with Energy workshops and FOOOOOOD! Stay tuned for more updates!       

 ~~~   The Bolton Economic Resource Committee 

DONATE PRIZES? -- HELP OUT? == GET VENDOR SPACE…INFO?  

Contact the ERC at erc@boltonvt.com   Want to join the Resource Committee (ERC)?? YES!! 

Meetings are on the 3rd Wednesday of the month at 6 p.m. in the Bolton Town Office. 
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Phoebe Enjoys  

A rest at Buchanan Shelter           

Phoebe’s kid quesTion of the month! 

I’m so happy summer is here and I can go 

swimming and hiking with my humans!  We 

had a great hike on the Long Trail in Bolton, 

and we stopped in at Buchanan Shelter for a 

rest. While we were hiking, my humans were 

saying how pretty our Green Mountains are, 

and were talking about something that DIDN’T 

happen way back in 1936, that would have 

changed our Green Mountains forever - not 

only here in Bolton, but in the whole state of 

Vermont?  What do you think that was?   Find 

out the answer in next month’s issue!  WOOF! 

Woof!!        

Last month’s answer: Well, I think that all of the 

snow from last winter has finally melted – even up 

on Camel’s Hump & Mount Mansfield!  Did you 

guess how many inches of snow Bolton Valley got 

last winter?  Can you believe it was 311 inches? 

WOW!   That is a lot! 

 
 
 

        
       CLerk’s Corner 
   Amy Grover * Town Clerk & Treasurer 
                  clerkbolton@gmavt.net 

Property Tax bills  
The Select Board will be setting the FY 19-20 

property tax rate later this month or at their 

first meeting in August. Once the property tax 

rate has been set, property tax bills will be 

generated and mailed, at least 30 days prior to 

the first payment due date, which is September 

16, 2019. Has your mailing address changed? 

If so, please contact the town office to let us 

know your new mailing address! Every year, 

postage costs are wasted when many tax bills 

are returned due to incorrect mailing address 

information. Thank you! 

           CSWD ROVER!  The CSWD ROVER 

will be at the Bolton Fire Station on Saturday, 

September 28
th

, 9 a.m. – 1 p.m., and accepts 

paints & stains, cleaners, automotive fluids, 

insecticides, chemicals and more. Call CSWD 

for more information at 872-8111 or go to: 

www.cswd.net  

Heads up! 
The Green Mountain Bicycle Club will be 

holding their next to the last evening training 

ride on Thursday, July 25th – starting a little 

west of Notch Road and riding on Route 2 to 

the Sun Common facility just outside of 

Waterbury, and back. Please share the road and 

watch out for bikers! 

 

 

http://www.cswd.net/


 

Into the woods by ethan tapper 
Sugar Maple and Red Maple  

It is difficult for many people to distinguish between sugar maple 

(Acer saccharum) and red maple (Acer rubrum). The bark and 

leaves of these two trees have stumped plenty of us, leading many 

to just call them both “maple.” This wouldn’t be such a big deal if 

both species weren’t so abundant --- according to the US Forest 

Service sugar maple and red maple are the two most prominent 

tree species in Vermont by volume --- and so different; these two 

species grow on different sites in different ways and have different 

commercial value and applications. These distinctions have real 

and important implications for our forests and how we manage 

them.  

 

The first way that these trees are distinct is in how they grow. Foresters often describe trees by “shade-

tolerance,” their ability to survive under differing levels of sunlight exposure. Sugar maple, along with 

beech and hemlock, is “shade-tolerant,” capable of surviving and even growing under a relatively 

dense canopy and with little direct sunlight. Conversely, red maple, along with trees like yellow birch 

and red oak, is considered a “mid-tolerant,” capable of tolerating only moderate amounts of shade. 

Being more or less shade-tolerant has pros and cons: less shade-tolerant trees often grow faster than 

more shade-tolerant trees when sunlight is readily available, but shade-tolerant trees are generally 

longer-lived. In the case of these two species, red maple may initially overtop sugar maple but loses the 

race in the end; sugar maples boast an average life span of around 200 years, whereas red maple 

averages around 80-100.  

 

While they often co-occur, sugar and red maple differ in where they “like” to grow. Sugar maple is 

considered a “rich-site” species, most likely to be found where soils are rich in calcium and other 

nutrients, often growing with basswood and white ash. Red maple, by contrast, is a generalist, able to 

occupy a range of different sites; from growing with red oak and beech on dry, acidic sites to growing 

with black ash in wetlands and everywhere in between. It is also associated with some “pioneer” forest 

types --- areas transitioning from field to woods --- accompanied by white pine, aspen/poplars and 

white/grey birch (some of our “shade-intolerant” species). Red maple’s flexibility means that it may 

become more abundant as our climate changes and our pickier species --- like sugar maple --- are less 

able to adapt.  

 

Sugar maple is called “hard” or “rock” maple due to its very dense, hard wood, while red maple is 

called “soft maple” for its comparatively light, soft wood. Still considered a relatively high-value tree, 

red maple lumber is used for flooring, furniture-making and other applications, but sugar maple lumber 

is generally considered more desirable in appearance and is more valuable. Sugar maple’s highest 

commercial value is realized when large, defect-free logs are used for “veneer,” peeled into sheets as 

thin as 1/40 of an inch which are fixed to woods of lesser value. You’ve probably seen sugar maple 

veneer on your tables, desks, doors and cabinets. Both maple species make excellent, high-BTU 

firewood. 

 

cONTINUED NEXT PAGE      
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Maple sugaring is another important commercial use for sugar maple and yes, even red maple. Maple 

syrup production has exploded over the last 15 years in Vermont --- over that time our average annual 

maple syrup output has tripled (from around 600,000 gallons a year in the late 2000’s to around 1.8 

million gallons a year in 2017) and our number of taps has increased from around 2 million to around 

5.5 million. Sugar maple has traditionally been the primary species tapped for syrup, but red maple is 

increasingly used. Both species produce sap of similar quantity and quality, but sugar maple sap is 

usually slightly higher in sugar content, capable of producing lighter, fancier-grade syrup than red 

maple (though sugar content in sap varies widely from site to site). 

 

Once you understand how different these two tree species are you can understand why differentiating 

between them is so crucial, whether you are a forester, landowner or naturalist; they are both important 

ecologically and commercially but fill very different niches, which has implications for their 

management. As a result, we should treat them differently, and stop just calling them both “maple!” 

  

For more info on differentiating between these species, check out A Beginner’s Guide to 

Recognizing Trees of the Northeast, by Mark Mikolas.  

Ethan Tapper is the Chittenden County Forester. He can be reached at 

ethan.tapper@vermont.gov, (802)-585-9099, or at his office at 111 West Street, Essex Junction.  

 
Bolton peregrine falcon nesting update 

Thanks to Margaret Fowle, Audubon Conservation Biologist, and 

volunteers for providing an update on the two Peregrine Falcon nesting 

sites here in Bolton this year:  

1. Bolton Notch, Upper Upper West – incubation confirmed;   

unknown if it has been successful.  Cliff access remains closed. 

2.  Bone Mountain – suspected nesting failure. 

Thank you for your continued support in minimizing disturbances during 

nesting by obeying trail and cliff closures. 

 
                                                                           Notch Road Tunnel project update 

The town was recently notified that although the Agency of Transportation 

had advertised for construction bids for the Notch Road Tunnel (“box 

culvert I89 Br. 51-3”) rehabilitation project, no contractors submitted a 

bid.  At this time, the Agency plans to re-advertise the project in a 

December /January timeline, with a project completion date of summer 

2020. You may recall that there have been extensive conversations 

between the town and the Agency regarding this project and the town’s 

concerns that the project, as scoped and approved, did not fully address all 

of the town’s and residents’ safety concerns.  That being said, when the 

project does move forward as Agency approved, it will address/repair the 

cracking and pavement, and add lighting and interior white paint to help 

make pedestrians in the tunnel more visible to vehicles. 
 

 

 

mailto:ethan.tapper@vermont.gov
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Water Quality in Joiner Brook 

from the Vermont River Conservancy 

Have you ever wondered about the water quality in Joiner Brook?  We’ve heard from many 

Bolton residents – all wondering if Joiner Brook has clean, swimmable water.  Some doubt 

it.  And the truth is, E. coli and other bacteria are probably present in the Brook, especially 

after rains and snow melts.  The question is just how much?  Rain washes everything into the 

Brook – sediment, dog poop, trash, leaves, fertilizers, and even below-ground nutrients (think 

failing septic systems).  Without even testing the water quality in Joiner Brook, it’s safe to 

say that swimming after rain events is the worst (i.e. most polluted and dangerous) time to 

swim.  So pick a sunny day when it hasn’t rained recently to enjoy the waters.  Find out if 

your septic is working well by getting it inspected.  Pick up after your dog – always!  And, 

when swimming, use a bathroom - not the water or woods.    

Vermont River Conservancy has worked diligently to find a good location for port-o-potties 

near the Potholes, and will continue to seek a suitable spot.  In the meantime, we are 

partnering with the Friends of the Winooski and local volunteers (thanks Tim & Doug!) to 

take water quality samples every other week.  VRC will share the water quality data and 

work with community partners to help address the biggest issues in the watershed (please 

email me if you want to join a doggie doo-doo task force! 

lydia@vermontriverconservancy.org )  We look forward using water quality data to shed 

some light on Joiner Brook – and what can be done to keep it clean and swimmable.   

      
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

VrC’s new informaTion area and     
improved trail access at the Potholes. 

 
 

mailto:lydia@vermontriverconservancy.org
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Seeking Volunteers and  
appointed/elected officials!  

The Town of Bolton is still seeking volunteers to serve as 

Alternates to Bolton’s Development Review Board 

(DRB), to the Chittenden Solid Waste District (CSWD) 

Board, and additional members of the Energy Committee 

and Conservation Commission. The Town is also seeking 

a Town Constable (serving by appointment until Town 

Meeting 2020; as this is an elected position) and an Animal Control Officer. Please consider 

stepping forward to serve your community, we truly need your help! Contact the Town Office for 

more information, or see the town website: http://boltonvt.com/about/employment-opportunities/    
 

From the lotus mountain retreat 
The Lotus Mountain Retreat (formerly the Black Bear Inn) is 

now a beautiful and mellow Inn… with no black bears, but we 

do have a great management team that’s been around going 

on 2 years now.  We just opened our new 12 bed Hostel, with 

shared bathrooms. Great for hikers, bikers, skiers, or slumber 

parties!  One mile from the Long Trail and easy access to 

Timberline trails. We have also opened a new Vegan Café (by reservation only.) Call the front 

desk for more details at 802-434-6500.  Check us out for a cheap (and comfy) sleep!  

 

Highway department update 
You may have noticed a new face among the Highway Department staff – please join us in 

welcoming Cody Quenneville to our highway team!  Cody joins our other two full time staff; Eric 

Andrews, our Foreman, and Glenn “Corky” Armstrong, who along with our part time staff Dan 

Champney, take care of Bolton’s 20+ miles of road, all year round. Welcome aboard Cody! 

 

We have heard many questions and concerns about the state of our paved roads in Bolton.  The 

Select Board and Highway Department staff certainly acknowledge that there are areas in need of 

attention, and are working hard to prioritize and address the town’s paving needs, including 

determining if paving should be part of the capital plan going forward, while simultaneously 

keeping paving budget increases sustainable for our taxpayers. It was extremely unfortunate that 

the town did not receive the $175K paving grant that we applied for this year. While grant 

funding is never guaranteed, we were under the impression that the town had an excellent chance 

of receiving this funding, and were somewhat taken by surprise when we did not receive it.  This 

news required that the town re-assess and re-prioritize the paving plan for this spring and 

summer, and to re-allocate funding from some sections to others.  Many thanks to Select Board 

member John Choate and Eric Andrews who spent many hours formulating a revised paving plan. 

Subsequently, the town recently has had three areas paved: two sections of the Bolton Valley 

Road paved; the “S turn” and below the sugar shack, and the paved section of Notch Road.  These 

three areas cost the town nearly $216,000. We greatly appreciate the fact that Pike Industries 

honored their bid price from last year for these spring projects. In addition to these areas, our 

highway crew have been and will continue to patch and “pothole,” and we will apply for a paving 

grant again next year, fingers crossed.  If you have any thoughts or ideas on creating a sustainable 

paving plan for our town, please share! 

http://boltonvt.com/about/employment-opportunities/
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CLerk’s corner continued From Page 2 
 

Bolton Up and Down Town Club Senior Dinner  
Date: Thursday, July 25, 2019 

Time: 5 p.m. 

Place: Bolton Fire Station 

Menu: Goulash, fresh tossed salad, garlic bread, and yum, fresh strawberry 

rhubarb pie!                                                                                

Hope we’ll see you there! Doris Wheelock   434-3769                                  

 

Bolton community bbq! 
Have you marked your calendar for the Bolton Community BBQ on 

Saturday, July 20, 2019? Come join your friends and neighbors at the 

Kilpecks' farm at 895 Duxbury Road from 2 - 6 p.m. for food and fun! You 

sure don’t want to miss out on competing in the cast iron skillet toss! Can 

you lend a hand? We are looking for a few volunteers to help with cleanup, 

so that Jim and Kim don't have to tackle that by themselves, after graciously hosting the BBQ. Please 

contact Doris Wheelock if you can help out at 434-3769.  Thank you! 

 

New vital records rules  
Did you know that there are new rules regarding Vital Records 

(births and deaths) that go into effect on July 1, 2019?  The new 

rules established by ACT 46 “intend to bring Vermont in line 

with best practices to enhance the safety and security of vital 

records and provide greater protection against identity theft,” and 

will also “streamline processes for greater efficiency by 

clarifying who is responsible for records and how records are to 

be created, stored, copied and shared.” The biggest change for 

the public is that certified copies of birth and death certificates can now only be issued to “family 

members, legal guardians, certain court-related parties and legal representatives,” who must complete 

an application form and show identification. Copies must be issued from the State of Vermont Vital 

Records Issuance Management System, (VRIMS). However, access to certified copies of vital records 

is no longer limited by town, all towns will have access to the statewide system to issue copies.  Learn 

more here: http://www.healthvermont.gov/stats/vital-records/changes-vital-records-law  

 

library card reimbursements begin July 1! 
Thanks to an amendment to the town budget from the floor at Town Meeting, 

the town is once again offering library card reimbursements to residents for 

library cards purchased at the Richmond and Waterbury libraries.  Bring your 

library card (or a copy), and/or proof of payment to the Town Office for 

reimbursement, which will by check through accounts payable, after Select 

Board warrant approval. 

Bolton gazette information 
Reminder: The deadline for submissions is the 15

th
 of the month for the following month’s edition.  We 

welcome all submissions in any format: stories, news, art, photographs!  For submission or to receive the 

Bolton Gazette electronically and in color (help the town save $ on paper and postage costs!) email 

boltongazette@gmavt.net  

 

http://www.healthvermont.gov/stats/vital-records/changes-vital-records-law
mailto:boltongazette@gmavt.net
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Community calendar 
Save the Date! 

Saturday, November 2
nd

 - Bolton Community Fair, 12-4 p.m. @ 

Smilie School  

Saturday, November 2
nd

 - Bolton Harvest Dinner, 5-7p.m. @ Smilie 

School 

 

More details will be available on the Bolton website 

(www.boltonvt.com , Facebook, Front Porch Forum and here in the Gazette.  To volunteer, 

contact Carol Devlin 434-3064 x 221 and she’ll put you in touch with the event organizers. 

 

Bolton History Group – Saturday, July 13
th
 at 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. at the 

West Bolton Cemetery.  [Note:  new date & time.]  We are looking for 

volunteers - please join us for year #2 of cemetery restoration.  Useful 

materials:  soft bristled brushes, buckets, water squirt bottles, and a 

little elbow grease.  D2 cleaning solution will be provided, donations of 

additional jugs are greatly appreciated.  Please dress for the weather, 

but you sure do warm up once you start scrubbing!  Fingers crossed for a beautiful day! 

 

Bolton Community BBQ – (yep, we’re mentioning it again!) Saturday, July 

20
th
, at the Kilpecks’ Farm, 895 Duxbury Road, 2 – 6 p.m. More information 

on page 9. 

 

Community Coffee Hour – We are expanding!  There 

will be 2 coffees in July:  come join your fellow Bolton 

residents for free hot beverages (coffee, tea and hot 

chocolate), pastries, and conversation Wednesday, July 10
th
 and 24

th
, 9:30 

a.m. at the Bolton Fire Station  

 

Special thanks to the Bolton Volunteer Fire Department for providing the 

space; our hosts and bakers Maureen McIntyre and Jenni Jackson; Martha 

Nye and the Community Senior Center of Richmond, Bolton and Huntington; 

the Bolton Community Network; and Panera. 

 

In order to have the coffee hour more frequently, we need more volunteers who are willing to 

host.  Hosting simply means arriving 15-30 minutes early to set up and make the coffee.  If you 

are interested, call Carol at the Town Office 434-3064 x 221. 

 

Senior Dinner – Thursday, July 25
th
, at 5:00 p.m. at 

the Bolton Fire Station 

 

Bolton Community Network – the BCN will NOT 

be meeting in July.  Check the BCN page on the town 

website for updated meeting information. 

 

 

 

http://www.boltonvt.com/


July 2019                                                                                                             page 9                                                                                                                                 

 
 
 

 

  



july 2019                                                                                                           page 10 
 

bees in bolton 
The Town Office lawn was recently host to a Vermont Wild 

Bee Survey (VTBees), a project of the VT Center for 

Ecostudies (in collaboration with several partners). Spencer 

Hardy, biologist and VTBee coordinator, came and set up 

multiple traps on the lawn, returning the next morning to take 

inventory.  VTBees notes that “although we estimate there are 

over 300 species of wild bees in Vermont, there has never been 

a full survey of the State’s bees. Without even a checklist of 

species, it is very difficult to know whether populations of Vermont’s bees are healthy or 

declining. The Vermont Wild Bee Survey represents the first step in assessing bee populations 

across Vermont.”  

 

This year the bee survey is being concentrated in Chittenden County, with hopes of expanding to 

other areas of VT in 2020.  VTBees also is dependent on volunteers to help with their efforts in 

surveying bees from the “shores of Lake Champlain to Green Mountain summits,” adding “new 

specimen records to digitized historic records from museums throughout the region to build the 

first comprehensive survey of bee fauna of Vermont.” Learn more about VTBees, or volunteering 

at: http://val.vtecostudies.org/projects/vtbees/   

 
Town “wood LoT” exPLoraTion 

It was a buggy, but thankfully a breezy evening as a 

small group of folks, led by Wright Preston, Amy 

Ludwin and Mica Cassara, explored the town “wood 

lot,” and its surrounds off of Stage Road.  Some of 

the group had never been in that area before, while 

others had often walked, skied and hunted there.  

There are old logging roads, stone walls, cellar holes 

(houses and barns), springs, and apple orchards, all 

harkening back to an earlier time in Bolton’s & 

Richmond’s history. Many thanks to Wright, Amy 

and Mica for acting as our “hike leaders” that 

evening, and to Wright, the Richmond Land Trust, 

Select Board and Conservation Commission for their 

thoughtful input and consideration about how to best 

steward this land in the future. 

 

http://val.vtecostudies.org/projects/vtbees/


 



 



                                                                                                                                                                                   


