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Save the Dates! Major (and fun!) community Events are Coming this year! 
Saturday, July 20th - Bolton Town BBQ @ Kilpeck’s Farm, 895 Duxbury Road 

Saturday, November 2nd - Bolton Community Fair 12 noon - 4 p.m. @ Smilie School 

Saturday, November 2nd - Bolton Harvest Dinner 5 p.m. - 7 p.m. @ Smilie School 

 

More details will be available on the Bolton website (www.boltonvt.com), Facebook, Front Porch Forum 

and here in the Bolton Gazette.  To volunteer, contact Carol Devlin 434-3064 x 221 and she’ll put you in 

touch with the event organizers. 

 

Community Calendar 
Bolton History Group – Saturday, May 11th, 11:00 a.m. in the Smilie School Library 

Community Coffee Hour – Wednesday, May 15th, 9:30 a.m. at the Bolton Fire Station (sponsored by the 

Community Senior Center of Bolton, Huntington and Richmond) 

Senior Dinner – Thursday, May 23rd, at 5:00 p.m. at the Bolton Fire Station 

 

Community Coffee Hour (formerly Senior Coffee) 
Join your fellow Bolton residents for hot beverages (coffee, tea and hot chocolate), pastries, and 

conversation at the Bolton Fire Station on Wednesday, May 15th from 9:30 to 11 a.m.  Those who have 

attended have had a great time connecting with one another.   

 

Currently, the coffee is held on every 3rd Wednesday of the month.  We’d like to hold it more frequently.  

However, we need more people to volunteer to “host”.  Hosting simply means arriving 15-30 minutes 

early to set up and make the coffee.  If you are interested, call Carol at the Town Office 434-3064 x 221. 

 

THE BOLTON Gazette 
The Town of Bolton, Vermont 

“The Land of bouLders and bears” 

3045 Theodore Roosevelt Highway, Bolton VT 05676 

 

Green Up Day Reminder!  Saturday, 

May 4th!  Green Up Day BBQ @ 

Smilie School 11 a.m. – 3 p.m.  Bags 

available @ the Town Office 

(24/7outside), Bolton Store, & 

Smilie School! 

http://www.boltonvt.com/
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Phoebe thinks about Rocks & 

Peregrine Falcons!  

PHoebe’s kids’ quesTion  

of the month! 

Hmmm…here I am in my yard by some rocks 

and one of my human’s old stuffed toys – a 

Peregrine Falcon (my humans like learning 

about all kinds of birds!). Why am I thinking 

about rocks and Peregrine Falcons? What do 

you think they have to do with Bolton? (There 

may be a hint in this Gazette!) Find out in next 

month’s issue!  WOOF! Woof!!  

Last month’s answer: Did you figure out what 

happened to my human when she went whoosh 

down in the snow on our winter walk at Preston 

Pond? Whoops – she forgot how big the 

“Bombard cellar hole” was, and stepped right 

into the corner of it! She was happy that there 

was lots of snow to cushion her “whoops” step.  

Enjoy a hike at Preston Pond, and you can see 

the Bombard cellar hole too, but please stay off 

the parts of trails that are still closed, see why 

on page 5! 

      CLerk’s Corner 
   Amy Grover * Town Clerk & Treasurer 
                  clerkbolton@gmavt.net 

 
 
 

         CLerk’s Corner 
     Amy Grover * Town Clerk & Treasurer 
                  clerkbolton@gmavt.net 

Have you registered your dog? 
If you have registered your dog, thank you!  If you 

have not, Vermont law requires that dogs be licensed 

annually by April 1
st
.   The current list of 

unregistered dogs has been turned over to the Town 

Animal Control Officers for follow up.   

 

The Winner of the  
2020 Free Dog license! 

Congratulations to SPENCER (his human is Anne 

Finlayson), the winner of the free 2020 Dog License, 

with our thanks for registering by the April 1
st
 

deadline! 

 
THE FINAL INSTALLMENT OF 

PROPERTY TAXES 

IS DUE ON WEDNESDAY, MAY 15, 2019 
Reminder: late payments of the final installment of 

property taxes incur an immediate 8% late penalty 

and 1% interest and will trigger the process outlined 

in the Delinquent Tax Collection Policy. There is no 

grace period.  May 15, 2019 FEDERAL postmarks 

are accepted as on time. 

  

Town of Bolton volunteer & 
Employment Opportunities! 

The Town is still seeking a full time “Highway 

Department Equipment Operator Maintenance 

Technician I,” along with a Road Commissioner, and 

various volunteer board members. Are you looking to 

make a job change, or are you thinking about giving 

back to your community?  Access more information 

about these volunteer and employment opportunities 

on the Town of Bolton website:  
http://boltonvt.com/about/employment-opportunities/ 

 

http://boltonvt.com/about/employment-opportunities/
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                      CSC may events at the Richmond free library 
Learn how to grow an English cottage garden in your own back yard when 

nationally-recognized gardening writer and speaker Charlie Nardozzi comes to 

the Richmond Free Library! 

Date and time:  Thursday, May 16, at 1:00 PM 

Location:  Richmond Free Library, 201 Bridge Street 

Admission: Free; open to the public, hosted by the Community Senior Center 

of Bolton, Richmond and Huntington 

Event coordinator: Debbie Worthley deborah.worthley@uvm.edu  

The highly accomplished pianists of Greenfield Piano Associates return to the 

Richmond Free Library for their annual performance hosted by your Community Senior 

Center.  

Date: Wednesday, May 29 at 7:30 PM. 

Venue: Richmond Free Library - Community Room 

Admission: A $10 contribution is suggested to benefit the 

Community Senior Center. 

Refreshments: Provided by the Community Senior Center. 

 

Heads Up!  
The Green Mountain Bicycle Club will again hold evening training 

rides in and around Bolton this summer.  Watch out for bicyclers on: 

May 9th - A “tad east” of Smilie School, riding along Route 2 to the 

Sun Common facility (Waterbury area) and back. 

May 23rd, June 13th, and July 25th - Riding along Route 2, a “bit west” of Notch Road, 

to Sun Common and back. 

August 22nd - Starting at the parking pull-off on Route 2 (two miles east of the Bolton Valley 

Access Road), riding to the top of the Bolton Valley Access Road. 

 

Spring hiking trail closures – be aware! 
The Green Mountain Club, the Department of Forests, Parks and 

Recreation, and the Green Mountain National Forest are calling 

on us all to be wary of the return of mud season to the Green 

Mountains and to respect associated trail closures and 

advisories. The wet soils on and around hiking trails are very 

susceptible to erosion at this critical time of year. To protect fragile soil and surrounding 

vegetation, some trails may be closed by land managers. We ask everyone to please respect 

the signage you see. Hikers walking on saturated soils or on the sides of trails cause damage 

to surrounding vegetation, widen trails, and inhibit natural drainage of our beloved hiking 

trails. Thank you for your cooperation in helping to maintain one of Vermont’s finest 

recreational resources; our hiking trails. 

 
 

    

 

 

 

 

mailto:deborah.worthley@uvm.edu
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into the woods by ethan tapper 
                      

The New “Old Growth” 

As many Vermonters know, prior to 

European settlement Vermont was almost 

completely forested. In the 1800’s about 

80% of the state was clearcut, largely to 

create sheep pasture. Many of these pre-

settlement forests were what we would 

now call “old growth”: forests which had 

developed without extensive disturbance 

for centuries. Our modern understanding 

of how forests naturally grow and change 

is largely informed by the study of our few 

remnant old growth forests, and this 

understanding has led to modern forest 

management techniques that seek to 

emulate these natural processes. Using 

forest management techniques that mimic 

natural disturbances and create old 

growth-type conditions helps create forests 

which provide high-quality timber and 

maple sap in addition to great wildlife 

habitat, carbon sequestration and storage, 

clean air and clean water. The result is 

healthier forests -- though they might not 

look how you’d expect.  

 
For some reason, many people think of a well-

managed forest as an area of evenly-spaced 

trees with a completely bare understory. This 

couldn’t be farther from the truth. Forests are 

dynamic systems, and death, disturbance and 

change are natural parts of how they develop 

over time. Old growth forests are generally 

what most people would call “messy,” with 

some large, ancient trees but also trees of all 

sizes and ages, dead standing trees (“snags”) 

and a lot of dead wood on the forest floor. 

These features develop as forests encounter 

natural disturbance events, from the death of a 

single tree to larger-scale disturbances like 

windstorms, wildfires and insect/disease 

outbreaks. Through these disturbances forests 

become more diverse, which makes them 

healthier; diverse forests are more resilient to 

future natural and human-caused disturbances 

and will be better suited to deal with the 

uncertain effects of climate change. They also 

generally store more carbon and provide a 

wider range of wildlife habitat conditions than 

less diverse forests. As people who own, 

manage and appreciate forests it is critical to 

recognize their dynamic nature and to support 

the continuation of these natural processes, 

even if it looks messy.  

 
Today, most of Vermont’s forests are relatively 

“even-aged” --- dominated by a single 

generation of trees --- recovering from being 

cleared for agriculture in the 1800’s. In many 

cases the oldest trees in a forest date back to 

when a farmer sold off the herd, headed west, 

or found an easier way to make a dollar. By 

contrast, in Vermont’s pre-settlement forest 

large even-aged forests were probably 

somewhat rare, originating only from 

infrequent, large-scale natural disturbances. 

Because old growth forests feature a variety of 

conditions beyond just big trees, they often take 

hundreds of years to form through natural 

disturbance and regeneration.  

 
While we can’t make old growth appear 

overnight, we can manage forests for old 

growth-type conditions. This includes creating 

“uneven-aged” forests by encouraging the 

growth of multiple ages of trees and modeling 

our management on the way that forests  
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naturally grow and develop. “Uneven-

aged management” supports irregularity 

and diversity, rather than uniformity, in 

the forest, harvesting individual trees and 

small “groups” or patches of trees, which 

simulate small-scale natural disturbances. 

Additionally, I tell loggers to leave a lot of 

dead wood on the ground and (even 

though it looks “messy”) not cut tree tops 

and limbs down to lay flat. Leave any 

dead standing or fallen trees alone and 

consider “girdling” a couple low-quality 

trees per acre to create additional snags for 

wildlife. I also like to leave a few trees per 

acre as “biological legacies,” which are 

allowed to live out their natural life and 

are not managed for timber.  

 
To muddy the waters a bit, it is also 

important to consider forest diversity on a 

landscape-scale. In addition to old growth 

there are other forest types, like early 

successional habitat, which provide unique 

ecological features and habitat 

opportunities and which are also 

underrepresented on Vermont’s current 

landscape. Our management should seek 

to create landscapes, not just individual 

properties or forests, that are diverse and 

healthy.  

 

Through thoughtful forest management as 

described here, we can increase the overall 

health and resilience, of our forests, in 

addition to their utility to wildlife and 

production of ecosystem services like 

clean air, clean water and carbon 

sequestration and storage. We can use 

management techniques modeled after the 

way that forests naturally grow and 

develop, and we can do so while 

extracting a local, renewable resource. 

What’s not to love? 

 

Ethan Tapper is the Chittenden County Forester. He can be reached at 

ethan.tapper@vermont.gov, (802)-585-9099, or at 111 West Street, Essex Junction. 

 

      Thank you for helping in the PPCA! 

Thank you to all of the volunteers who came out in April to help 

with trail maintenance, and spring & forest management clean 

up in the Preston Pond Conservation Area.  Thanks also to the 

UVM Forestry Club students who helped finish the wildlife 

patch cut.  A special thank you to Quinn Keating, West Bolton 

resident and CHMS Design and Technology teacher and his 

students for creating the new PPCA trail signs!  Please note: 

there are portions of trails in the PPCA that remain closed 

as we wait for things to dry out before the final trail 

restoration work can be completed!  Are you wondering or 

concerned about the PPCA forest management process, why 

the area looks “messy,” and what’s been accomplished?  Access  “how and why” here:  

http://boltonvt.com/boards-minutes/bcc/forestry-management-in-the-preston-pond-conservation-area/  

             Or you can contact Ethan Tapper directly- see Ethan’s contact information above. 
 

                                     

http://boltonvt.com/boards-minutes/bcc/forestry-management-in-the-preston-pond-conservation-area/
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Bolton Up and Down Town Club Senior Dinner 

Date: Thursday, May 23, 2019 

Time: 5 p.m.  

Place: Bolton Fire Station                    

Menu: The first picnic of the season: hamburgers and hotdogs with all the fixings, 

potato salad, fresh veggies, baked beans, dessert & lemonade! 

See you there! Doris Wheelock   434-3769 

 

Spring is here –  
animals are searching for food! 

Spring is finally here, and that means animals, and 

especially here in Bolton, bears, are coming out of 

hibernation and searching for food.  The VT Fish and 

Wildlife Department advises residents to: take down 

birdfeeders (bears love suet and sunflower seeds) and secure 

your outdoor: grills, trash, and pet food, and to keep your 

chicks and honey bees secure with a bear proof enclosure.  We also want to add to please secure your 

compost; please don’t scatter your compost on your property or other folk’s property. Not only can this 

attract bears and other animals, but it also could be harmful to pets who could accidently ingest unsuitable 

materials! The Chittenden Solid Waste District offers drop off composting, as well as information on how 

to compost, build a compost bin, or where to purchase a compost bin.  Find out more at: 

https://cswd.net/composting/compost-pick-up/ 

 

Peregrine falcons in bolton  
Monitoring by the VT Fish and Wildlife Department and Audubon 

VT has indicated that there appears to be a nesting pair of Peregrine 

Falcons occupying the same site as last year; the area known in the 

climbing community as “Notch Road Upper Upper West.” These 

are the cliffs that are closely adjacent to Notch Road, and accessible 

from the Preston Pond Trail. This site was first occupied in 2000, and last year the nesting pair fledged 1 

young. March through July is the typical period that Peregrine Falcons are most sensitive to human 

disturbance, so as in the past, cliff closure signs have been placed in the area, and monitoring will 

continue. Thank you in advance for retreating at any sign of disturbance to the falcons (such as falcons 

calling or diving at you), obeying the closure area, and supporting these efforts to look after the wellbeing 

of the Peregrine Falcon. 

Pre-green up day thank you! 
A shout out and big thank you to Bolton Valley resident Jeff Downs for his amazing head start on 

greening up Bolton!  Jeff has already collected many bags of trash (and large pieces of car parts) along 

Route 2 in “downtown Bolton”, and is working his way up the Bolton Valley Access Road – including 

the site of the eight car winter pile up near the bottom of the road. Thank you Jeff! 

 

Bolton gazette information Reminder: The deadline for submissions is the 15th of the month for the following month’s 

edition.  To OPT IN to receive the Bolton Gazette electronically and in color, email boltongazette@gmavt.net 

 ~ With thanks for helping to save on the town’s costs to produce, print, and mail! 

https://cswd.net/composting/compost-pick-up/
mailto:boltongazette@gmavt.net
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Smilie School news 

 
Even though the weather is warming up all around us, students 

are staying focused on improving their reading, math and 

writing skills. Our kindergarten students are working on their 

independent reading skills, and their stamina is quite 

impressive! They are engaged and interested in reading a wide 

variety of books. 

 

 
It wouldn’t be April without a trip to a local 

sugar house. The kindergarten and preschool 

classes visited Shelburne Sugarworks and it 

was a great trip, we all enjoyed it.  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Our third grade students are working very hard to learn 

all their multiplication facts. It isn’t all drilling the facts, 

however! We make it fun by having students choose 

games about multiplication.  

 
 
 
 
Continued next page  
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Due to the ongoing efforts by our cook, Michelle Beane, we have been offered a free field trip to a 

local farm by the Vermont Dairy Council.  Ms. Delphia’s and Ms. Bristol’s classes will be visiting 

the Conant Farm in Richmond on June 11th. The farm owners visited Smilie and had pictures taken 

with us when we received a Dairy Council grant for our salad bar. Thanks Michelle, keep up the 

great work!  

 

Mr. Menz’s third and fourth graders visited the State House in Montpelier as part of their Civics 

Unit.  They learned about how a bill becomes a law, spent time at the Vermont History Museum and 

had lunch in the State House cafeteria. One student wore his most formal attire for the trip! 

 
If you visit our school, and I hope you do, you will 

notice a lot of planting activity. We have grow 

lights for plants in both of the foyers, and students 

worked together to make necklace terrariums. Very 

soon we should be seeing some tender sprouts in 

those necklaces!  

 
 
 

 
Our Smilie Reads, Cares and Shares continues, and our students 

remain engaged and determined to reach their goals. Each student has 

agreed to read 50 books or chapters over a 4-week period, and parents 

are pledging a certain amount of money for each chapter read. The money received will be used to 

buy bracelets from the 4Oceans organization, which is cleaning our oceans of plastic. Ms. May and 

Ms. Dickerson created a new ocean themed bulletin board at the front entrance, and as students 

complete books, circles are created, which eventually end up as lovely waves along the wall. Thanks 

to “Re-cycle Rhonda”, students left with a new bag to take to the grocery store, along with other 

items made from recycled materials. Students also had opportunities to draw their favorite sea 

creatures and depict how our efforts will help them.  By using our math skills, we learned that in just 

one week we kept 264 twenty ounce water bottles out of our landfills, by using refillable bottles at 

our water filling station!  

Congratulations and keep up the good work! 

                       Continued next page 
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We had a wonderful presentation by Tom Longstreth of ReSource VT, about climate change and 

how his organization works to mitigate these changes such as; high school students learning building 

trades to create energy efficient housing and being provided job training, and the various locations 

for donating unwanted household items which are then available to those who need them at  reduced 

prices.  Thanks Tom, for sharing your time with us. 

 
A climate change organization, 350VT, completed a walk from Middlebury to Montpelier, and 

walkers stopped by Smilie to have lunch and take a break. When walkers began to arrive, the sky 

opened up and it began to sleet, rain and snow, so they appreciated having a warm place to eat (food 

provided by Sun Common) and refresh themselves.  Members of the group spoke to our 3rd graders 

about their concerns about climate change, and included 

the oldest member, (80+ yearsold), the youngest 

member, (8 years old). The organizer, Maeve McBride 

and her son (the youngest member) are of the Lakota 

Sioux tribe from South Dakota. They were quite positive 

and said that the good thing about their movement was 

that they were getting lots of people involved, old and 

young alike! 

 

The spring Thaw Hee Haw 

Social was held on Friday, 

April 12, and was a great 

success!  

 

Please stop by the school for a 

visit! 

Sincerely, 

Barbara, Smilie Principal 
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CameL’s hump middLe sChooL news 
There’s so much going at Camels Hump Middle School--it’s difficult to know where to start! 

 

Camels Hump Middle School Engineering Club members recently 

competed in the Vermont State Bridge Building competition at 

Vermont Technical College in Randolph. Using nothing more than 

popsicle sticks and Elmer's Glue, teams were tasked with creating 

bridges that cleared a one meter span. Bridges were assessed on a 

number of attributes but the most noteworthy was the ability to hold 

up under stress, i.e., how much weight can they hold? Going into the 

competition, our school record was a respectable 180 pounds. Since 

last year's competition, CHMS young engineers researched their new designs, incorporating a new 

style of glue-laminated beam construction and several other (top secret) processes. And then the 

moment came...the bridge was ready to be tested:  100 pounds, 200, 300, 400, 500, 600, are you 

kidding? 700 pounds, 750, 775, and then the inevitable structural failure finally came at a whopping 

798.9 pounds. This year's results were indicative of these young engineers’ hard work and ongoing 

commitment to bettering their work through iteration. Any guesses on what they'll do next year?     

 

Weekly on Wednesday afternoons at CHMS, students break into Camels Hump Collective (CHC) 

groups.  CHC’s are small (8 to 9 students), multi-age groups consisting of students from different 

teams. Through the CHC activities, students and staff are working toward the goal of building a 

community where everyone has value and responsibility.  Recently our school welcomed community 

residents of different generations to their CHC groups. Students had been discussing 

intergenerational friendships and were interested in hearing about their guests' former schooling, 

upbringing, lives and hobbies. Student were amazing at the adventures that their guest had had and 

how different some of their lives had been compared to the students.  It was an event enjoyed by all! 

Thanks to the many residents who joined us!  

 

A Journey Through Middle School, the CHMS spring production, 

was just that. This year’s show was a little different than previous 

productions. Instead of being a straight play or musical, the drama 

team took on a series of one acts, musical numbers, and skits to tell 

the story of the rumors and the gossip, the friendship and the school 

spirit, the academics and the athletics, the crushes and the letdowns, 

the painfully awkward moments and the graceful surprises, the best 

and worst of the Internet, and the magic of Duct Tape; all-

encompassing the hilarious and the heartwarming. The three one act 

plays were The Rocky Junction Rumor, Gray Area and The 10 

Best/Worst Things About Middle School. Each play took on an issue faced by middle school students: 

rumors, social media, and the horrors of gym class.   

                                                                                Continued next page 
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Thank you to our cast and crew for all of their hard work in putting this together. Students worked 

under the direction of Alex Bacheller, with assistance from Nora Sylvester, Hunter Wasser, and 

Peggy Bonesteel. Jill Danilich managed backstage sets, costumes, and scene changes as the technical 

director. Heather Schoppmann joined the crew with musical direction. Thanks to the parents, friends, 

and community members who support the CHMS drama program in so many ways! 

 

The next meeting of the Mount Mansfield Modified Union School Board is at 6:30 pm on Monday, 

May 6 at Brewster Pierce Elementary School. The public is invited and encouraged to attend. Thank 

you. 

Mark Carbone, Principal 

 

richmond rescue 
report 1/19-3/19 

In the first quarter of 
2019 we went on 194 
calls and transported 
122 patients for a 

transport rate of 63%. Our average for this 
period in the last 3 years was 150 calls and 
104 transports and a transport rate of 69%. 
Much of our increase is due to the harsh 
winter conditions which led to many slips 
and falls both at home and at the ski areas. 

We had 36 volunteers actively participating 
in our operations. They contributed a total 
of 5885 hours on duty. Most of those hours 
are spent at the station so that we can 
provide a quick response. On average we 
left the station in 1 minute and 48 seconds 
and arrived on scene in 13 minutes. We 
spent about 19 minutes on scene and then 
another 27 minutes transporting our 
patient to the hospital. Prompt activation of 
911 is vital when someone has a serious 
medical problem. By calling for an 
ambulance we can begin to provide care 
that would normally have to wait until you 
arrive at the hospital. 

We went on 25 calls in Bolton (16 of those 
were at Bolton Valley), 81 in Richmond, 14 
in Huntington, 10 in Jericho and 25 on I-89. 
We also traveled out of our area to Essex, 
Hinesburg, Starksboro, Underhill, and 
Williston to assist other agencies. The 
busiest day of the week was Sunday (32) 
and the quietest day was Thursday (24). 
Daytime (6am to 6pm) accounted for 121 
calls while nights had 73 calls. 

In the first quarter we were able to respond 
to 6 calls with our second truck while the 
primary truck was on another call. This 
means that instead of waiting for an 
ambulance from Williston or UVM we were 
able to respond with no delay. Many other 
times we had a crew standing by for a 
second call. This is a testament to the depth 
and dedication of our volunteers. 

Of our 122 transports we only transported 
26 patients with our lights and sirens 
activated (21%). We reserve the use of 
lights and sirens for the most critical 
patients. The difference in transport time 
with lights and sirens is only about 3 
minutes faster. Please pull your car to the 
right and stop at a safe place if you see us 
approaching with our lights on. Thank 
you! 

Thank you to resident Steve Barner for suggesting that Richmond Rescue’s  

information might be of interest to Bolton Gazette readers! We agree! 

 

 
 



wedding.Oscar                                Louis                              Alice                  

Gregory Paul 
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the bombardier Hillview farm * by the Bolton history group 
Many locals may have known the innovative Bolton farmer Gregory Bombardier that took deep pride 

in his dairy farm operation in the mid 1900’s, but many may not. Maybe you are newer to Bolton and 

have just heard of the so called ‘Bombardier Road’ that is off the South Duxbury Road. The road 

starts off as a beautiful logging road, a part of the Camel’s Hump State Forest and runs adjacent to 

Preston Brook and Honey Hollow. This connects you to the Catamount Trail. But who are the 

Bombardiers? 

 

The wide-open meadows abutting the Winooski River just east of Honey Hollow made for great 

farming and a picturesque view of the slopping mountains in the valley were surely enticing to any 

visiting out of towner! The land changed hands many times from the 1800’s through the lumber boom 

and into the early 1900’s. Farming was a way of life for many along the Winooski river. With the 

lumber industry slowing down, farmers transitioned from sheep to dairy cow operations in order to 

sustain their lands and a way of survival. 

 

Families immigrated to the United States from Canada for many reasons 

but from 1900-1930 many who migrated did so because of discrimination 

as well as poor economic conditions in Quebec. There was also political 

autonomy into the 1930’s with the World Wars having an impact on slow 

growth in Canada. Whatever the reasoning, we have a strong French-

Canadian presence in Vermont and much of New England. 

 

Gregoire Bombardier married Georgianna (Quintin) in 1903 at Iberville-St. 

Alexandre, Quebec (about 30 miles from the U.S. Border.) They had 4 Children which lived to 

adulthood. The Bombardier family lost their matriarch Georgianna in October of 1913 leaving 

Gregoire to raise their 4 children (Oscar, Alice, Gregory Paul, and Louis) alone. The widowed father 

of 4 (whose children were late teens, early 20’s now) possibly looking for economic prosperity 

purchased the sprawling acreage from another Quebec man, Joseph A. Charron in 1926 for $8,500 

which included the house, barn structures, stock, and equipment on the property. The property 

stretched from the Fiddock Farm house to about a quarter mile Southeast to what is now known as the 

‘Canoe Access’ Parking area. Toward the easterly side of the property was the dwellings, the barn on 

the north side of the road and the house sitting directly across the road (right of the trail parking area.) 

Gregoire lived his final 12 years in 

Bolton with his children, all of whom 

took up an active role in farming and 

logging. His son Louis married and 

purchased a farm in Jonesville where his 

family still reside. Son Oscar lived in the 

house known as Fiddock Farm. Alice and 

Gregory lived at the family homestead. 

None of the children besides Louis had 

children of their own.  

 

Gregoire passed in 1938, 4 years after the family was granted citizenship in the United States on Feb 

13, 1934 along with 55 other immigrants to Vermont. Alice, Oscar, and Gregory carried on their 

vision of farming the land. You could say the Bombardiers were resourceful always living and 

working off the land that surrounded them and bringing ideas to reality.  
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Gregory had an eye for detail and providing his cows with exceptional 

feed from the land to improve milk output and profitability. He would 

enter his Holsteins and product in numerous showings, winning 

awards. In 1944 Gregory displayed his hand built Buck Rake along 

with 2 other farmers at the University Farm. Each rake was a different 

type and Gregory’s which resembled an Ohio buck rake with 

modifications had used his for the last 2 years, handling 70 to 80 tons 

of hay per year with no help.  

 

Probably his greatest accomplishment must be receiving the ‘Green 

Pasture Award’ numerous years or at least placing top 3. The Green 

Pasture Program recognizes farmers who improve their ruffage (feed), 

heard health, and dairy production. Winning in 1951 Gregory said, 

“The Green pasture program has helped me to find the weak points in my program.” “I plan to rotate 

two pastures for May and June. The third pasture for July is oats. Now the cows are in the second 

cutting.” 

 

One innovated system that Gregory brought to his 17 cow Hillview Farm operation that many had yet 

to try was an Irrigation system. Installation of this irrigation system greatly improved his ruffage crop. 

Installed in 1950, the system which consisted of 600 feet of 3-

inch pipe and 400 feet of 4-inch pipe draws its water right out of 

the Winooski River which abuts the field. It would take Gregory 

a half hour to set up but once set up it would run for 10 hours 

and put 3 inches of water onto the fields. Dependent on which 

plots were being irrigated, not all the pipes would be needed. 

The system improved output during the dreaded “summer 

slump” where crop output was challenged with the dryer weather 

mid to late summer.  

 

Days after pumping water onto the fields the clover and alfalfas 

would already start coming in. Bombardier found it so effective that in 1951 during the program 

review he stated that he “irrigated his corn 2 months ago and now it was 9 feet high!” this all 

occurring in near drought type conditions where even another one of his fields was irrigated and in 20 

days the hay was already knee high. In the summer of 1953 Gregory is quoted saying “I’ve got so 

much hay I can’t put it away” In the winter his feeding program for his cows is grass silage, corn 

silage, and long hay that he could accumulate over the growing season. Sustainability of the land was 

key.  

 

Years passed, Oscar Bombardier died in 1978, 74 years of age. Louis who left the family farm and 

went down the road to Jonesville to start his own and raise his family died in 1980. Alice died in 1992 

at age 86, spending over 40 years on the farm. Gregory being the last surviving Bombardier child 

transferred the Bombardier Hillview Farm to the State of Vermont and the land became part of the 

Camels Hump State Forest. Some local farms such as the Venture Farm and LaFreniere family was 

able to maintain the fields and produce corn and hay for their livestock over the 80’s and 90’s. The 

land is still used for agricultural purposes. Gregory moved to South Carolina where he died in 1996 at 

age 90. A life of adventure, hard work, and farming ingenuity surely can sum up the Bombardier’s 

contribution to the agricultural community and Bolton in the early to mid-1900’s.  
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Bombardier family 

at Louis and 

Mary’s 

Sources: The Burlington Free Press, and special thanks to  

Robert Bombardier for providing some family details and pictures. It is greatly appreciated! 

The next meeting of the Bolton History Group is  

Saturday, May 11
th

 @ 11:00 am in the Smilie Memorial School Library. 

 


