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THE BOLTON Gazette 
The Town of Bolton, Vermont 

“The Land of bouLders and bears” 

3045 Theodore Roosevelt Highway, Bolton VT 05676 

 

Town meeting 2019 edition     “Your voTe is Your voice!” 
The legal voters of the Town of Bolton are hereby notified to meet at Smilie Memorial School 

on Monday, March 4, 2019 at 7 p.m. to transact town business, including the town budget. 

5:45 p.m. Community Potluck Dinner  ◙ 7 p.m. Town Meeting 

 Voting for Town Officers, the Conservation Fund, a Highway Department class 4 or 5 work truck, 

& the MMMUSD Budget will be by Australian ballot at  

Smilie Memorial School on Tuesday, March 5, 2019, 7 a.m. - 7 p.m. 

100 years AGO AT TOWN MEETING, March 3, 1919 

 

                                                           

See more information 

about Town Meeting 

2019 on pages 7 & 8, 

& pages 12 & 13! 
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Phoebe peruses the 

 town meeting warning! 

Phoebe’s kids’ quesTion  

of the month! 

My humans were talking about Town Meeting 

coming up again this year, an important night 

when all of our humans vote on lots of 

important things for our town!  Hmm…I 

wonder if dog bone flavors will be on the ballot 

this year? Bolton holds our Town Meeting at 

Smilie School. Where do you think Town 

Meeting was held 100 years ago? Hint – you 

may not have to look far! Find out in next 

month’s issue!  WOOF! Woof!!        

Last month’s answer:  WOW! There are SO 

MANY dogs in the USA – in 2018 there were 

89.7 MILLION dogs! And did you know that 

Vermont was #1 of the top 10 pet-owning states? 

VT loves animals! Have you remembered to 

help your furry four-legged family member get 

their new 2019 dog license?   I have mine!          

 
    
       

        
       cLerk’s corner 
   Amy Grover * Town Clerk & Treasurer 
                clerkbolton@gmavt.net 

Reminder to license your dog 
By Vermont law, all dogs must be licensed by 

April 1
st
, and all dogs licensed by April 1

st
 will be 

entered into the drawing to win a free 2020 dog 

license, with the winner announced in April.   Dogs 

licensed after April 1
st
 are subject to a late fee. A 

current rabies certificate is required for a license, 

and we are happy to issue licenses by mail.  Please 

contact the town office or the town website for 

forms and fee information: 

http://boltonvt.com/animal-control/ 

RABIES cLINIC 
March 23, 2019, 9 a.m. – noon at the Richmond 

Rescue Garage, 216 Railroad Street, Richmond. 

Please bring proof of previous rabies vaccinations, 

fee is $20 CASH per animal, all animals must be 

leashed or crated. Questions? Call Linda Parent 

Richmond Town Clerk 434-2221  

Property Tax Adjustment 
The Vermont Property Tax Adjustment assists 

many Vermont homeowners with paying their 

property taxes. You may be eligible for a property 

tax adjustment on your property taxes if your 

property qualifies as a homestead and you meet the 

eligibility requirements. Find out more! 

https://tax.vermont.gov/property-owners/property-

tax-adjustment-claim  

    

taxes due February 19th! 
The third installment of property taxes is due by 4 

p.m. on February 19, 2019 (later date due to the 

weekend and President’s Day; a federal holiday 

with no mail service).  Late payments incur 1% 

interest, and there is no “grace period.” FEDERAL 

postmarks of February 19
th
 are accepted as on time. 

http://boltonvt.com/animal-control/
https://tax.vermont.gov/property-owners/property-tax-adjustment-claim
https://tax.vermont.gov/property-owners/property-tax-adjustment-claim
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Hello from Smilie Memorial School! 
January’s up and down weather has created some unique conditions on our 

playground. At times the snow is soft and deep and at other times we have 

lots of ice. When the snow is such that sculptures can be made, students are 

encouraged to make unique ones, which is fun for everyone!  

  

Flynn Theater Visits - Every year our school 

has the opportunity to attend Flynn Center 

Theater productions. In January, all K-4 students attended a 

performance of The Magic School Bus- Solar System, and in 

February we’ll attend a performance of Ladysmith Black 

Mambazo, five-time Grammy winners and the most 

successful singing group to come out of South Africa. Our 

trips to the Flynn are always an enjoyable experience! I love seeing the faces of students who 

had never been to the Flynn before take in all its glory.  

 

Winter Activities 

Every year, Bolton Valley Resort (BVR) graciously 

invites us to have 3 days of free skiing, 

snowboarding and snow shoeing. The students can 

rent equipment and have a lesson. Many parents 

volunteer to help with these great trips, and the 

students have wonderful outdoor experiences for 

which we are grateful to BVR! 

 

Skiing and Snowboarding at Cochran’s 

Students in Mrs. Cole’s class and Mrs. Delphia’s class are attending 5 weeks of instruction 

on skiing and snowboarding at Cochran’s Ski Center this year.  The program is called “Snow 

Motion” and was developed by our P.E. teacher, Amanda Cowan and Richmond 

Elementary’s P.E.  teacher, in collaboration with the great folks at Cochran’s Ski Center. 

 

After School Ski/Snowboard Program 

Students can also take advantage of our after-school Ski and Snowboard Program at Bolton 

Valley Resort. The program runs for five weeks; students can ski and snowboard and have a 

lesson as well! 

 

After School Enrichment Opportunities  

Our Smilie Community Association (SCA) provides all of our 

students with after school enrichment opportunities on a monthly 

basis. January was painting with local Bolton artist, Natasha Bogar. 

The students made some lovely creations. 

 

 
 

 Smilie School News 

continued on page 10! 
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Town Planning Update  

 
The town of Bolton was recently awarded a 

$21,000 Municipal Planning grant from the 

State of Vermont’s Dept. of Housing and 

Community Development.  This funding 

will help the town create a master plan for 

Bolton Valley Village. This project’s goal is 

to envision the sustainable expansion of 

housing, jobs, community facilities, and 

transportation to create a vibrant, liveable 

neighborhood, and scope zoning bylaw 

changes and infrastructure that may help 

facilitate that growth.    

Bolton successfully competed against 67 

municipalities who applied for funding, and 

was one of 29 that were funded in this 

round. “As Vermont continues to grow its 

economy, maintain a high quality of life and 

attract new people and business to the state, 

Municipal Planning Grants help 

communities accelerate local solutions, 

energize downtowns, and remove barriers to 

much-needed housing,” said Vermont 

DHCD Commissioner Katie Buckley. 

These state funds, with the town’s match of 

$10,800, will alllow us to hire a planning 

consultant to coordinate the project, working 

with the resort, residents, other area 

businesses and the town to solicit broad 

input, and create an inclusive vision for the 

future.  Your Planning Commission will be 

the town’s project leader, making sure this 

work is closely aligned with the vision in 

our 2017 Town Plan & includes input from 

all stakeholders who live, work and play in 

that part of town. 

Planning & Zoning Administrator Larry 

Lewack wrote the grant application, and is 

currently working on writing up bid 

specifications to hire a consultant.  The 

project will start up this spring, and will end 

up with a comprehensive Bolton Valley 

Village Master Plan by Spring 2020.  Stay 

tuned to this space for updates & 

opportunities for public involvement.   

For more information or to get involved, 

contact Larry Lewack, at (802) 434-5075 

ext. 225, or via email at: 

zoningbolton@gmavt.net.  

                                    Thank you to our highway crew! 
A huge thank you to our highway crew; Eric, Corky, Danny, and Jeff, for their extremely 

long days and countless hours taking care of Bolton’s roads and everything that Mother 

Nature has been throwing at us for the last few weeks! Snow, sleet, rain, snow, freezing 

rain, and more snow! Please help us help them – PLEASE do not park your vehicles in 

the road or in the right of way! Do you realize that there have been several instances 

that the town plow was not able to fully plow Wentworth and Thacher Roads 

(having to back the fully loaded plow truck DOWN to the Bolton Valley Access 

Road) because of being unable to safely get around vehicles parked in the road? 
When you choose to park in the road you risk your vehicle being plowed in, your vehicle 

being hit, your vehicle being TOWED, and road not being able to be fully plowed. Thank 

you for your help in keeping roads clear so our highway crew can do their job, and 

reminding your neighbors to do the same! 

mailto:zoningbolton@gmavt.net
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Into the woods by ethan tapper 
 

A Tree’s Second Act 

Somewhere encoded into our DNA is an appreciation 

for forests with evenly spaced, uniformly-sized trees 

and a completely bare understory. If you identify with 

that idyllic vision, you’re not the only one; most 

landowners I meet picture healthy forests in that way. I 

can’t count the number of times I’ve heard someone 

talk about “cleaning up” their woodlot, which usually 

means removing fallen and dead-standing trees, as well 

as any other trees that may seem unruly or out-of-sorts. 

Unfortunately, this vision of a “well-managed” forest is not reflective of what healthy forests 

actually look like. “Messy” forests, those with many different species, ages, and sizes of trees 

interspersed with dead-standing and fallen trees, feature better wildlife habitat, improved 

forest health and resiliency and improved carbon storage capacity, among other benefits. As 

people who own, manage and appreciate forests it is important to understand that 

“messiness” is a condition of vibrancy and health --- and one that is closer to conditions 

found in late-successional or “old-growth” forests --- and not a reflection of poor forest 

management. For this article, I want to emphasize the crucial role that dead wood (also called 

“woody debris” or “dead biomass”) plays in healthy forests, from supporting forest health, 

growth and development to wildlife habitat and carbon storage.  

 

While dead trees may seem to be have served their purpose, the ecological “life” of a tree 

actually extends far beyond its “death.” The second act of a tree often begins when it 

transforms into a “snag,” or “dead-standing” tree. Insects and fungi colonize the snag, 

gradually breaking down the wood, and woodpeckers excavate “cavities” in their search for 

food. These snags and “cavity trees” teem with life, providing nesting habitat for birds from 

chickadees to owls, and den sites for animals from flying squirrels to porcupines.  

 

When a tree or snag falls to the ground it becomes an important habitat for more mammals, 

insects, reptiles, amphibians and fungi, in addition to providing a moist, rich place for trees 

and plants to grow. Some species of trees, like yellow birch, are especially adept at rooting 

on these “nurse trees.” As wood decomposes over time, it releases nutrients which can be 

taken up by living trees and plants, holds moisture, stores carbon, mitigates erosion and 

generally supports the health and fertility of forest soils.  

 

Compared to “old-growth” forests, forests in Vermont generally lack dead wood. This isn’t 

solely the fault of current land management practices; the wholesale clearing of land in 

Vermont in the 1800’s essentially hit the “reset” button on our forests, undoing thousands of 

years in which forests were increasing in complexity and diversity and accruing dead wood. 

The forests that regenerated following field abandonment in the early-mid 1900’s are very 

different than those that may have been found in Vermont 400 years ago, including having 

much less dead wood. 
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When we manage forests actively, we make some compromises in the name of harvesting a 

local, renewable resource, including cutting and removing trees which would eventually 

become dead wood. Fortunately, there are ways to minimize the negative impacts of this: 

 

First, leave fallen and dead-standing trees alone. Focusing your attention on cutting unhealthy 

standing trees, especially those competing with your best stems, is a better use of your time.  

 

Second, whether you’re cutting firewood for yourself or engaged in commercial forest 

management, leave as much wood on the ground as you can. This is especially true for the 

tops of trees, which most loggers don’t utilize anyway. These tops provide all the benefits of 

dead wood, including excellent wildlife habitat and protection for young trees from deer 

browse.  Embrace the “messiness” and leave the tops as they fall, rather than cutting them up, 

for maximum benefits.  

 

Finally, leave some “biological legacies” --- trees which are allowed to live out their days 

without ever being cut. These trees will provide wildlife habitat, ecosystem benefits, and 

eventually dead wood.  

 

Managing healthy forests requires expanding our idea of what forests are and the factors that 

contribute to their health and productivity. While it may seem counterintuitive, dead wood in 

our forests is critical to their long-term health. So, the next time that you see a fallen tree in 

the woods, rather than despairing or cutting it up for firewood, take a moment to appreciate it 

for what it is and let it live out its second act.  

Ethan Tapper is the Chittenden County Forester. He can be reached at 

ethan.tapper@vermont.gov, (802)-585-9099, or at his office at 111 West Street, Essex 

Junction.

 
                      MMMUSD preschool enrollment  
PreK opportunities are available to residents of Bolton, Huntington, Jericho, Richmond and 

Underhill. Under the Universal Pre-K bill (Act 166) all 3, 4, and 5- year-olds (not yet 

eligible for kindergarten) may receive 10 hours per week of publicly-funded Pre-K for 35 

weeks.  This education can be in any pre-qualified Center or Home-based program with a tuition of 

$3356.00 paid to the provider by the school district.  If a child attends a public school-based Pre-K, the 

program is free of charge.  

 

FAMILIES NEW TO PRE-K or the DISTRICT: Please complete the online enrollment form (by 

February 12th, 2019) at:  https://ecollect.accelaschool.com/cesu with a school enroll code of 802. 

Immediately following the submission of this form, you will receive an email from data@cesuvt.org with 

instructions on how to proceed with the registration process.   If you do not receive this information, 

please notify data@cesuvt.org 

 

CURRENT PRE-K FAMILIES in public-school based programs or a private programs: Please go to 

the PowerSchool Parent Portal and fill out the enrollment form at:  https://cesu.powerschool.com/public .  

Once logged in click on the “Quick Links” - “Powerteacher Portal Home” - then click on eCollect forms 

February 12th, 2019.  If you have any difficulty with this process please contact data@cesuvt.org  or call 

Wendy Garrapy at 802-434-2808. (Please note that our Private Partners also have separate enrollments). 

 

If you have any additional questions, please contact PreK Coordinator Kathi Apgar at 802-434-2128 or 

kathi.apgar@cesuvt.org. 

 

http://legislature.vermont.gov/assets/Documents/2014/Docs/ACTS/ACT166/ACT166%20As%20Enacted.pdf
https://ecollect.accelaschool.com/cesu
mailto:data@cesuvt.org
mailto:data@cesuvt.org
https://cesu.powerschool.com/public
mailto:data@cesuvt.org
mailto:kathi.apgar@cesuvt.org
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town meeting 2019 information 
 

 Town meeting potluck Dinner 
Our Town Meeting Potluck Dinner tradition continues…bring your 

favorite dish to share and come join your friends and neighbors at 5:45 

p.m. on Monday, March 4
th

 for dinner prior to the meeting.  As in the 

past, our representatives and Bolton board members will be on hand to chat and answer 

questions.  The town will provide all utensils, rolls, CAKE, coffee, tea, cider and milk. 

Oh and of course CAKE, but did we already mention that??! 

 

childcare available at town meeting  
Local teens will be providing childcare at Town Meeting, Monday, 

March 4
th

, in the Kindergarten classroom from 6:30 p.m. until all 

business is completed.
 
 Please provide a drink and snack for your 

child/ren, or anything special that will make them feel happier while 

away from their family. 

 

Register to vote! 
Reminder: Vermont’s Election Day voter registration law went 

into effect over two years ago:  

1.     Eligible residents will be able to register to vote on any day 

up to and including Election Day. Election Day registration takes 

place at Smilie School during the hours that the polls are open,  

7 a.m. – 7 p.m. While we recognize that the law allows for same 

day voter registration, due to our limited resources on Election 

Day we sincerely appreciate residents who register in advance. 

2.     Registration is available at the town office on any day prior to the election during 

our normal business hours.  

3.    Eligible residents may also register online.  More information is available at: 

www.sec.state.vt.us/elections.aspx 

 

Town report 
Printed copies of the Town Report will be available beginning 

February 15, 2019 at the Town Office (inside & outside in the 

Little Library Box, which is “open” 24/7), the Bolton Store, 

Smilie School, and the electronic version is available now on 

the town website. Please bring your copy (in your chosen 

format) of the Town Report with you to Town Meeting, Monday 

night, March 4
th

 at 7 p.m. – there will be a very limited supply 

of extra printed copies on hand.  Thank you! 

  

 

    

 

 

 

 

http://www.sec.state.vt.us/elections.aspx
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Candidates For Select Board 
All candidates running for the three Select Board seats were 

invited to submit letters to the Gazette for publication in this 

edition.  

Hello Neighbors, 

 

I’m Janet Metz. My husband Craig and I moved to Bolton eleven years ago. While 

Craig’s family goes back over 200 years in Pleasant Valley on the other side of the range, 

I confess to being a flatlander, having grown up in a suburb of NYC. From birth, 

however, I spent weekends and summers at my grandparents’ home in the shadow of the 

Shawangunk Mountains in upstate New York. I attended college in Oneonta N.Y. in the 

northern foothills of the Catskill Mountains. At that point I decided that life in a major 

metropolitan area was not for me.  

 

I worked for the NYS Assembly in Albany for 37 years, as a legislative aide, policy 

analyst, deputy director of a legislative research group, and in my final years as Assistant 

Secretary for Program & Policy. I was charged with developing and negotiating 

legislation and budget initiatives. Over the years, I worked on issues of importance to 

local governments involving the environment, economic development, infrastructure and 

taxation. 

 

I met Craig in 1999, and for 16 years commuted to Vermont on weekends. Eleven years 

ago, we searched for months for a home near Richmond where his business is located. 

When the realtor brought us to a house on Nashville Road I looked around at the foothills 

and mountains and decided this would be our home. I finally retired in 2015 and moved 

to Bolton full-time. Since then, I have assisted Doris Wheelock serving monthly dinners 

to the Bolton Uptown Downtown Club, a delightful group of seniors. I have recently 

joined the Town Energy Committee; my particular interests are helping residents 

weatherize their homes and finding other ways of reducing energy costs. 

 

I work full-time at EnSave, my husband’s energy efficiency consulting firm. I was 

appointed by the Governor to the State Department of Labor’s Employment Security 

Board, where we hear appeals to unemployment determinations several times per month. 

I also serve on the Public Policy Committee of the Vermont Women’s Business Owner’s 

Network and have become familiar with state government in Montpelier. 

 

A good assessment of my political views would be fiscally conservative and socially 

moderate. If elected, I pledge to be accessible and accountable and to thoughtfully 

approach decisions on issues before the Select Board. I hope you will give me that 

opportunity. 

 

Janet Metz 
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CLerk’s corner conTinued From Page 2                                                 
 

bolton up and down town club senior dinner 
Date: Thursday, February 28, 2019 

Time 5:00 p.m. 

Place: Bolton Fire Station 

Menu: Beef & Veggie Lasagna, Tossed Salad, Garlic Bread, Red Velvet 

Cake with Vanilla Ice Cream! 

Questions?  Call Doris at 434-3769  

 

March 2019 gazette will be late! 
The March 2019 Gazette delivery will be delayed so that results from Town 

Meeting can be included.   

 

sample ballots 
Due to space constraints, the sample ballots for the Australian 

Ballot voting to be held on Tuesday, March 5, 2019 were not included in this 

edition of the Gazette.  Sample ballots are included in the Town Report, and will be 

posted at Smilie School, the Fire Station, the town office, and on the town website: 

http://boltont.com/about/ 

 

Save the date – march 21st – bobcats! 
The Conservation Commissions of Bolton and Richmond present: Bobcats: Wild 

Yet Wonderfully Near Us! by Susan Morse, forester, wildlife ecologist and 

founder of Keeping Track. Sue's power point presentation focusing on bobcat and 

lynx is illustrated with her stunning, award-winning photography and will be 

followed by a question and answer session. This event will be held at 6:30 PM on 

Thursday, March 21, 2019 at Smilie Memorial School on Rt 2 in Bolton and 

is free and open to the public. For more information contact Virginia Haviland, 434-5801. 

 
                                     Greenup day contests!  
Green Up Day, the first Saturday in May, is when thousands of Vermonters of 

all ages continue to come together annually in their communities to clean up 

and give our lovely state its “spring cleaning.”  

Green Up Vermont is having a student poster design and writing contest, and 

although the deadline has passed for the poster design contest, there is still time to enter the 

writing contest!   Enter a poem or essay of up to 200 words about Vermont’s Green Up Day 

by March 1
st
, and you could be the overall winner and receive $250. See the contest 

information here: https://greenupvermont.org/contests 

 
From Bolton Valley Resort: Dance Party with DJ Craig Mitchell 

Saturday, February 16th from 10 pm to 2 am, Bolton Valley Sports Center 
$5 at the door – “Come boogie down with the best DJ around!” 

 
 

http://boltont.com/about/
https://greenupvermont.org/contests
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Smilie Family Time 

We continue to offer students weekly opportunities to 

collaborate with cross grade peers. Many of the activities 

are generated by the students themselves. When students 

are given choice, they are much more engaged. Last week 

the students were given the challenge of using each of their 

initials to create a drawing linking the two initials together 

in a story. The student 

just loved this activity! 

 

New at Smilie 

We are using our new salad bar as a 

breakfast bar for students in the 

morning! We roll the cart to the 

classroom foyer and breakfast foods 

are available for both breakfast and 

snack times. Students are excited to have the food so close to the classrooms. Our new 

food cart was made possible through a grant from the Dairy Council and the hard work of 

our Food Manager, Michelle Beane. 

 

Smilie T-shirts 

All students and staff received our new Smilie T-shirts to wear to 

school on Fridays, designed by our student artists. The front of the 

T-shirt says SMILIE MEMORIAL SCHOOL Where Kindness 

Matters, and on the back: Small But Mighty. 

 

Stop on by for a chat! 

Barbara, Smilie School Principal 
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BOLTON NEEDS YOU! 

Like most small towns in Vermont, Bolton cannot function, let alone function well, without our resident 

volunteers.  Volunteers are essential to our town government, Smilie School and the Bolton Volunteer Fire 

Department.  Please take a few minutes to ask yourself: “What can I do for Bolton?” 

 

There are 9 boards and committees in Bolton.  Descriptions of the boards, their functions, agendas, and 

minutes are on the Bolton website:  http://boltonvt.com 

 

BOARD NUMBER OF 

MEMBERS 

ELECTED OR 

APPOINTED 

SEEKING NEW 

MEMBERS 

SELECT BOARD 5* Elected >3  

BOARD OF CIVIL AUTHORITY 11* Elected - 

BOARD OF TAX ABATEMENT 11* Elected - 

PLANNING COMMISSION 5 Appointed - 

CONSERVATION COMMISSION 5 Appointed 1 

DEVELOPMENT REVIEW BOARD 5 + 2 

ALTERNATES 

Appointed 2 Alternates 

ECONOMIC RESOURCE 

COMMITTEE 

7 Appointed - 

CAPITAL PLANNING COMMITTEE 4 Appointed - 

ENERGY COMMITTEE 5 Appointed 1 

TOTALS 45  10 

 

Note*:  The 5 Select Board members are on 3 boards:  Select Board, Board of Civil Authority and Board of 

Tax Abatement.  The Town Clerk and 5 elected Justices of the Peace are on 2 boards:  Board of Civil 

Authority and Board of Tax Abatement.  Each position is only counted once in the total. 

 

Note>:  Three Select Board seats are up for election at Town Meeting.  At least one petition has been 

handed in for each position.  At least one position is up for election annually.  If interested in running, 

contact the town office by early December! 

 

As you can see, three boards are actively looking for volunteers.  Please think about sharing your interests 

and skills by serving on a town board. 

 

There are also several volunteer and stipend positions open.  We are looking for people to fill the following 

positions:  Town Health Officer (stipend), CSWD alternate, Green Up Day Coordinator. 

 

The Bolton Community Network is a community-based group of volunteers (not a sanctioned town board) 

dedicated to “building neighborhood connections through activities and outreach”.  The BCN needs 

volunteers for a wide-range of events and activities (community events such as potlucks and dances, 

holiday baskets, neighbor-to-neighbor assistance).  If meetings and planning aren’t your thing, reach out 

and volunteer to help out during an event.  BCN meetings are on the 4
th

 Monday of the month at 5:30 in the 

Bolton Town Office.  Everyone is welcome!   Contact:  Leslie Pelch  lesliepelch@gmail.com 

  

Smilie School also needs volunteers.  Call 434-2757 and ask Barbara Tomasi-Gay or the Smilie 

Community Association (SCA) how you can help out.  SCA meets the 2
nd

 Monday from 5:30-7.  SCA 

contacts:   Kristin May or Bronwyn Haggerty. 

 

The first line of emergency response in Bolton is all volunteer.  The Bolton Volunteer Fire Department 

currently has 14 members.  They are always looking for new, motivated men and women to join.  Weekly 

meeting & training is on Tuesday evenings.  Contact:  Mike Gervia, BVFD Chief, 802-399-1412.  

Thank you! 

We are remiss in not extending our heartfelt condolences and deepest 

sympathy to the family, especially Corky Armstrong, and friends of 

Dawn Armstrong, who passed away tragically in December. 

http://boltonvt.com/
mailto:lesliepelch@gmail.com
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