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November general election 
Bolton had an incredible turnout for the 

November 6th General Election with 637 voters; 

60% of our checklist which was slightly higher 

than the state average of 56.7%!  That was only 

46 fewer voters than the 2016 Presidential 

Election.  

 

It is important to note, that although we had 637 

voters, we were only able to count 635 ballots 

because two ballots were deemed DEFECTIVE.  

Per VT law, a ballot is deemed defective for 7 

reasons: 

1. The early or absentee voter has voted in 

person. 

2. The early or absentee voter is not legally 

qualified to vote. 

3. The affidavit on the certificate envelope is 

not completed. 

4. The certificate is not signed. 

5. The voted ballot was not in the certificate 

envelope. 

6. The Primary early or absentee voter failed to 

return the unvoted Primary ballots. 

7. Voter identified themselves on the ballot. 

Reasons 1-6 are specific to early/absentee 

voters, while reason 7 applies to all ballots.  In 

Bolton’s case, in both instances, the voted 

ballot/s were not in the certificate envelope.  If 

you choose to vote early/absentee, please make 

sure you carefully read and follow the directions 

on the certificate envelope.  We want your vote 

to count! 
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Season’s Greetings 

And  
Best Wishes for the New Year! 

 

Smilie winterFest 
The Smilie Community Winterfest is on 

December 8th from 8 – 11 a.m.  Join us for a 

delicious breakfast, crafts, many 

WONDEFULLY GENEROUS raffle prizes 

from area businesses, and a photo with 

Santa!  The Holiday Market will return this 

year! This gives your child a chance to shop 

for his or her loved ones from gently used 

(or not used!) items donated from our 

community.  The kids have such a great 

time, and it is all in the spirit of giving! 

Cost: $20/family or $5/individual for 

breakfast.  Crafts, FREE, picture with Santa, 

FREE, Holiday Market, by donation.  All 

donations will go toward Smilie Community 

Association to support the students at Smilie 

School. 
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Phoebe stays warm by the fire!           

phoebe’s kids’ quesTion  

of the month! 

It sure has been cold and snowy the past few 

weeks! But that’s OK, because I love running in 

the snow, taking snow baths, and then warming up 

by our woodstove! We know that Bolton used to 

have lots (about 25!) sawmills back in the olden 

days (my human says the late 1800s, whatever 

THAT means!), but can you guess how many 

“board feet” of lumber just 6 sawmills cut in one 

year back then?  Was all that lumber used for 

firewood? Find out in next month’s issue! 

WOOF! Woof!!        

Last month’s answer:  Did you find out anything 

about Olga’s Falls?  You can hike or ski to find 

Olga’s Falls off of Raven’s Wind (one of the 

Nordic Trails at Bolton Valley, it is very high up!) 

and the falls were named after Olga Vrana. My 

human said that Olga passed away last July at 98 

years old, and was one of the “Old Goats” – the 

group of humans who created, protected, and still 

maintain the Nordic Trails at Bolton Valley. My 

human said the name Olga’s Falls was kind of 

funny, because it meant both the water fall, and 

also that Olga fell a lot while she was exploring the 

area!  

 

 
 
 

        
       CLerk’s Corner 
     Amy Grover * Town Clerk & Treasurer 
                  clerkbolton@gmavt.net 

Town Meeting 2019! 
Have you marked your calendar for Town 

Meeting 2019?  Have you been thinking about 

becoming more involved in your community 

and running for an elected office?  We sure 

hope so! While we hope that the folks currently 

holding an elected office will choose to run 

again, that is never a given.  The following 

elected positions will be open for election: 

Select Board – 3 year term 

Select Board – 2 year term 

Select Board – 1 year remaining on a 3 year 

term 

Town Constable – 1 year term  

Town Moderator – 1 year term 

Town Agent – 1 year term 

Grand Juror – 1 year term 

 

DEADLINES:  if you would like to run for an 

elected position, you must file a petition with 

the Town Clerk signed by at least 1% of the 

voters (12) by January 28, 2019.  The Town 

Office can assist with petitions, just contact us! 

January 17, 2019 is the last day to file a 

petition with the Town Clerk signed by at least 

5% of the voters (55) for articles to be 

included in the Town Meeting warning. There 

are VERY specific requirements for this 

petition – please contact the Town Office for 

information. 
Reminder: Bolton votes the town budget FROM 

THE FLOOR – if you want to give input and/or 

vote on the FY 19-20 budget make sure you 

attend Town Meeting Monday night March 4th. 

Australian ballot voting is Tuesday March 5th.   
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Forest Management at Preston Pond Conservation Area 
 

Forest management activities begun in winter 2017-18 on the Preston Pond Conservation Area 

(PPCA), the town’s a conserved forested parcel, will continue this winter. The forest management 

activities will consist of a timber harvest supervised and marked by Chittenden County Forester Ethan 

Tapper, with harvesting conducted by Bolton logger Kyle Pratt, who lives across Stage Road from the 

PPCA. This harvesting will be done in accordance with the PPCA’s Forest Management Plan (FMP).  

 

The harvesting prescribed in the FMP is mostly “uneven-age management,” which seeks to encourage 

the growth of a diverse array of tree sizes and ages. This is called “structural diversity.” A forest with 

high structural diversity provides a wide range of different habitat conditions for wildlife, is generally 

more resilient to disturbances, and better equipped to deal with the effects of climate change and 

invasive exotic pests like the Emerald Ash Borer (EAB).   

 

“The main purposes of this harvest are to create improved wildlife habitat and to improve the health 

and resilience of the forest,” says Tapper, who assists in the management of about a dozen municipal 

forests in Chittenden County. “We can do this by harvesting in a way that promotes species diversity 

and structural diversity. I hope that this harvest will raise the awareness of the benefits of sustainable 

timber harvesting, and demonstrate what responsible forestry can look like.” 

 

Promoting biological diversity in the PPCA is in keeping with one of its primary objectives, as stated 

in the FMP: “to conserve and protect biological diversity, wildlife habitats, unfragmented forest, 

natural communities, riparian buffers and native flora and fauna.” 

 

Besides providing wildlife habitat, increased diversity and improved forest health, this harvest will 

produce hardwood logs and firewood, a portion of which will go to Bolton residents for a small fee.  

 

The forest management will also have educational benefits, demonstrating responsible forest 

management and providing an opportunity for the public to interact with and ask questions about this 

important component of Vermont’s working landscape. The Town’s goal is to present the timber 

harvest in an open and transparent way, providing multiple opportunities for the public to see it. There 

have been several public walks of the property over the past year before, during and after last winter’s 

harvesting, and there will be similar opportunities this winter.  

 

Join Ethan Tapper for a “timber harvest walk” on Saturday, December 15th, 10 a.m. 

at the log landing across from 3097 Stage Road in West Bolton. 
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CameL’s hump middLe school News 
 

Many thanks to Ralph and Rachel Towers for 

donating pumpkins for the 5th Annual 

Pumpkin Chunkin' held on October 27th at 

Camels Hump Middle School. Every year this 

fun, family event is held to support the 

continuation of the PROSPER Program; a 

seven-week program for 5th and 6th grade 

families to assist both through the challenges 

of adolescence. 

 

 

Congratulations to the CHMS Cross Country 

team who participated in the Chittenden 

Country Championship race at Shelburne 

Museum on October 17th.  It was a large field 

of 230 girls and 325 boys which made for an exciting race. Runners persevered through a 

cold and blustery weather that was accented by a squall of hail during the girl’s race. The 

boys team placed 9th and the girls 12th out of 15 teams.  Some of the team participated in 

the State Meet at Trapp Family Lodge on October 28th. 

 

 
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Condolences  
We were so saddened to learn of the recent passing of West 

Bolton resident Gary Urban who lost his battle against cancer 

on November 17th. Although a somewhat “recent” addition to 

Bolton, Gary enthusiastically embraced his community and 

sought out opportunities to volunteer; serving as a member of 

the Conservation Commission and ably assisting with elections. Our heartfelt sympathy 

to Gary’s family and friends – he will be greatly missed by us all. 
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Bolton history group 

It’s been awhile since we’ve had much to post however with the colder months settling 

in, it’s time to bring activities inside.  

 

During the summer we were able to get almost the entire East 

Bolton cemetery spruced up cleaning headstones. Much work 

still must happen over the coming years to try and fix up stones 

that have broken, fallen over, or may just need to be 

straightened. Summer of 2019 will hopefully be dedicated to 

some of those activities as well as starting the process in the West Bolton cemetery which 

is a bit larger. We had the pleasure of channel 3 reporter Dom Amato visiting our first 

Saturday cleaning as he thought it was a great thing to see a community take pride in 

their small town cemetery. Look for events to be scheduled next summer and we hope to 

attract more town folks to volunteer their time and energy. 

 

I had the pleasure of setting up a table at the Bolton Community Fair to display some 

posters and other Bolton related items/artifacts. Many people stopped at the table and 

loved checking out what Bolton looked like in the past. These same posters were 

displayed at the Harvest Dinner by the Community network group. 

  

On November 9th I was approached by a parent volunteer at Smilie Memorial School to 

share some of Bolton’s history with the kids. This discussion had been sparked by the 

school kids visiting the Lafreniere-Preston 

farm fields. The kids were very interested 

in the farm history as well as other history 

within Bolton. It was an honor to share 

this with such a great group. They were 

engaged, asking questions, and you could 

really see the information being absorbed. 

I can’t thank Steph Lafreniere for getting 

this set up and for Louie Lafreniere and 

Debbie Bickmore for coming to support 

the family history as well. Huge thanks to the classes of April Delphia and Carol Bristol 

for allowing me time out of your school day to share my love of town history with young 

minds that will hopefully lead to a passion and love of their own for the town.  

 

The following Tuesday was mid-term elections and I set up the Bolton history table at the 

entrance to Smilie for voters to come in and see the photos, newspaper clippings, artifacts 

etc. It was a pleasure talking with many of you about your personal history, the history of 

your home, or just to answer questions about the town history as we all discover it 

together. Many left their contact information 

and I will be sending out a group email in the 

 

 

 

Continued next page 
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coming month. With so many of us having our minds on the election I hope it was  

refreshing to come in to vote and have a nice distraction to look at before or after the 

vote. Thank you to everyone that stopped and showed so much interest. This is what 

drives the need for this History Group in Bolton! We have such a rich history of adapting 

to an ever changing economic landscape. Bolton seems to have always been a desired 

recreational getaway for those looking to fall in love with nature, even in the early days 

of the stage coach and railroad. 

 

I am always searching for locals who have family history to share, artifacts on their land, 

or just about anything you may run across that is Bolton related. Also, if you are 

interested in being involved in the group; Feel free to get in touch with me @ 

Bryan.farnsworth00@gmail.com  

 

I hope you all have a great Holiday season with your friends, family, and neighbors.  

Keep Bolton’s history alive! 

Thank you!      Bryan Farnsworth 
  

Letter to the community 
Dear Bolton, Underhill, Jericho, Westford Voters, 

Thank you for my reelection to the Vermont Senate.  It is an 

honor to serve you and I appreciate your confidence in my 

work.  I look forward to work on health care, water quality, 

education, affordable housing, energy, jobs, and others.  I will 

continue to take a balanced approach toward problems facing 

our County. I look forward to working on many issues critical 

to our welfare and sense of community.  Thank you again. Please stay engaged in civic 

activities and contact me with your comments, concerns, and questions. 

Sincerely, 

Senator Ginny Lyons                 vlyons@leg,.state.vt.us 

 

November general election thank yous!  
Running a successful election of any type would be impossible 

without the help of our Board of Civil Authority members, and folks 

from our community who volunteer to help staff the polls and count 

ballots. This was especially true of the November 2018 Election, given the huge turnout!  

Thank you to all the folks and students that staffed the bake sale table, Bryan Farnsworth 

for making Bolton history available, and to Carol and John Devlin, Linde Emerson, Paula 

Gervia, Brenda McKeown, Deb Shelby, Amy and John Choate, Amy Ludwin, Amy 

Turner, Betsy and Ed Courtemanche, Brittany LaBerge, Bronwyn McKeown, Chrissy 

Keating, Hilary and Joss Besse, Jen Dudley-Gaillard, John Devine, Mary-Ellen and Rich 

Reid, Mica Cassara, Mike and Mo MacIntyre, Peter Schoen, Sharon Murray and Bob 

Fett, Tony Barbagallo, Wendy Hoffman and  Tim Grover. THANK YOU ALL!! 

 

mailto:vlyons@leg,.state.vt.us
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CLerk’s corner continued From Page 2 
 

Bolton Up and Down Town Club 
 Holiday Dinner  

Please note the CHANGE OF DATE! 

Date: Thursday, December 6, 2018 

Place:  Bolton Fire Station 

Time: 5 p.m. 

Menu: Potluck dinner with the meat entre provided,  

please bring your favorite side dishes and/or desserts (and please call Doris to let you 

know what you will be bringing!).  With the holiday season fast approaching, we’ve 

combined our November and December dinners into one delightful early December 

dinner, our last for 2018, and we’ll enjoy a traditional Yankee Swap too!  Just bring an 

inexpensive gift to share in the swap! 

Questions? Contact Doris @ 434-3769   

 

Holiday basket thanks and reminder 
Thank you to everyone who so generously supported the bake sale during 

the General Election – what a supportive community we have!  We will 

continue to accept non-perishable food items for the Holiday Baskets at 

Smilie School up until December 15th when we will make our holiday 

basket deliveries.  We are happy to accept monetary donations up to and beyond 

December 15th as any funds that are not used this year will be saved for next year’s 

baskets. Volunteers are needed to organize, publicize, shop, sort, pack and deliver 

baskets. If you are interested in donating your time, please contact Anne Clegg 

anneclegg@yahoo.com or 434-5673, or Leslie Pelch lesliepelch@gmail.com  

 or 802- 598-0048.  Thank you for your help! 

Reminder: While we will continue to recognize and thank our senior residents with 

baskets, we want to support other members of our community as well who may be facing 

challenging circumstances.  

  

Property Taxes  
Thank you to all of the Bolton property owners who paid their 

second installment of property taxes that were due on November 

15th.  Your prompt payments help the town to meet its financial 

obligations.  As voted at Town Meeting 2018: 1% interest is applied 

monthly on any unpaid principal balance.  

 

Bolton gazette information 
Reminder: The deadline for submissions is the 15th of the month for the following month’s 

edition.  Your submissions of any type and in any format are more than welcome!!! To OPT IN to 

receive the Bolton Gazette electronically and in color (help the town save $ on paper and postage 

costs!) email boltongazette@gmavt.net  

 

mailto:anneclegg@yahoo.com
mailto:lesliepelch@gmail.com
mailto:boltongazette@gmavt.net
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Into the woods by ethan tapper 

The Quest for a New Forestry 
If you research early logging practices in 

New England, you’ll find a lot of amazing 

stories. In the times before the chainsaw and 

the skidder, loggers headed into the woods for 

the winter with draft horses, crosscut saws 

and double-bit axes and drove the logs down 

the rivers in the spring. In those early days, 

the abundance of timber in the northern forest 

was so great that some people figured that by 

the time they finished cutting all the big trees, 

the first areas they had been to would be 

ready to cut again.  

 

This didn’t happen; much of Vermont transitioned from woods to farmland in the 1800’s, 

and in all areas the pace of logging far exceeded the forest’s ability to regenerate. Other 

facets of our landscape shrank in tandem with our forests, as many wildlife species, 

including wolves, catamounts, beavers, fisher, moose, white-tailed deer, turkeys and 

other species were extirpated from much or all of the state. Vermonters like George 

Perkins Marsh connected deforestation to widespread soil and water quality degradation, 

among other issues.  

 

Through all of this, people watching and managing Vermont’s woodlands have 

repeatedly experienced the amazing regenerative ability that forests demonstrate 

following natural or human-caused disturbances; it seems that forests always respond to 

adversity with abundance, continuing to grow trees that can be harvested to build, heat, 

and decorate our homes and provide paper and electricity, while producing clear air, 

clean water, and wildlife habitat.  

 

Over time, our understanding of forested ecosystems has improved. We now have a 

better grasp on how logging and land use practices of the past 300 years have degraded 

the health of our forests and disturbed their ecological processes, causing them to produce 

less healthy, high-quality trees and less diverse wildlife habitat. Viewing forests on a 

purely extractive basis has produced diminishing returns, often sacrificing the future 

health, productivity and value of forests for short-term profits.  

 

On the surface, the balance between resource extraction and managing healthy forests 

seem to be at odds. For those in the forest products industry, navigating natural resource-

related laws and concerns can seem onerous and frustrating at times. For those outside of 

the forest products industry, logging can seem overly disruptive to our ecosystems --- 

especially when people’s concept of timber harvesting is based on the way that logging 

 

 

 Continued next page 
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used to be done, and/or large-scale, intensive forest management practices in other parts 

of North America.   

 

In my time as County Forester, and my conversations with landowners, foresters, loggers, 

conservation organizations and others, it is increasingly clear that despite the apparent 

contradictions between these perspectives there is common ground between them. I think 

that we are on the cusp of a “new forestry,” a management philosophy that balances a 

nuanced understanding of forested ecosystems with the importance of harvesting local, 

renewable resources.  

 

The harvesting of forest products, done well, produces such resources while improving 

the health of the forest, wildlife habitat, and the growth of timber over the long term. 

Harvesting modeled on natural disturbance regimes increases diversity in our forests and 

supports their resiliency to disturbance and the effects of climate change. Practices such 

as “low-grading” or “worst-first” harvesting (harvesting predominately the least healthy 

trees in the forest) balanced with the thoughtful harvesting of some larger, higher-value 

trees, leaves the forest in better condition while producing some revenue for landowners. 

This, in turn, supports conservation by helping to incentivize owning forested land and 

offsetting associated costs. Protecting forested land and other elements of Vermont’s 

“working landscape” from subdivision and development supports our state’s identity and 

economy, from the forest products industry to tourism and outdoor recreation.  

 

Similarly, managing and advocating to protect forests from the effects of climate change, 

invasive species, development, parcelization and forest fragmentation benefits all of us: 

from those interested in recreating, hunting and leaf peeping to those who will continue 

to earn a livelihood from harvesting and processing forest products.  

 

Part of embracing a “new forestry” approach involves landowners and citizens elevating 

their understanding of what modern, thoughtful forest management is and how it benefits 

Vermont, while engaging with the nuances of forest management with an open mind. My 

hope is that we can all unite around the idea that local, renewable resources are worth 

producing, that our forests are worth protecting, and that these two ideas are not 

contradictory.  

 

Ethan Tapper is the Chittenden County Forester. He can 

be reached at ethan.tapper@vermont.gov, by phone at 

(802)-376-5545, or at his office at 111 West Street, Essex 

Junction.  

 

 
 

 

 

 

mailto:ethan.tapper@vermont.gov
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Winter is here and we need your help!  
Even although the calendar still says fall, winter is 

upon us and that means snow and plowing! Please 

be considerate of our hard working highway staff 

and the very long hours they spend plowing our 

roads by keeping the town right of ways and 

traveled portion of all town highways clear of all 

items: your parked vehicles, garbage cans, and 

recycling totes.  Our highway staff simply CAN 

NOT stop a fully loaded, 45,000 pound vehicle, on a slippery road, often in very hilly 

terrain to move your cans and totes out of the right of way.   

 

Vehicles left parked/abandoned in the traveled portion of town highways have become 

much more of an issue, especially in the vicinity of Thacher and Wentworth Roads. 

Choosing to leave a vehicle parked in such manner risks that vehicle being hit, being 

completely plowed in, or BEING TOWED. Thank you in advance for your help with 

this. You can access the town’s “Winter Operations Plan” (which provides information 

on plowing/maintaining our town highways in the winter) at: 

http://boltonvt.com/wpcontent/uploads/2014/08/20150218091034027.pdf 
 

Thanks to our community 
A vehicle accident on I-89 on Veteran’s Day brought to light what caring communities 

we have.  The occupants of the vehicle involved in the accident were not from the area 

and had to be hospitalized overnight.  They had their two dogs with them and although 

the dogs were uninjured, they ran from the vehicle in distress.  With lots of help, they 

both were found; one was even found trotting along Route 2!  This note came to our 

Animal Control Officer, Rob Mullen, who went way above and beyond, housing both of 

the dogs (Betty and Tumbles) overnight at his home until they could be safely reunited 

with their owners the next day.  Thank you Rob, and to all involved – a happy ending for 

everyone! 

 
“Hi Rob, 

Thanks to the kindness of emergency responders and Bolton 
Animal Rescue these girls are settling in and seem unphased 
by last night’s events.  I am humbled by the kindness of the 
strangers that pulled over to help and search in the cold.  I 
was in shock and not able to process or acknowledge the 
gratitude that I have but, I can’t thank you enough. 
Thank you, 
Jen” 

 

 

 

Don’t let this happen to your vehicle! 

 Betty and Tumbles 

http://boltonvt.com/wpcontent/uploads/2014/08/20150218091034027.pdf

