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Town of Bolton 

 harvest dinner! 
 

Come on out and join family, friends, and neighbors for a harvest dinner before the cold winter 

winds start to blow! 

What:  Family Fun & Harvest Dinner.   

When:  Saturday, October 20
th

 from 3:00 to 7:00 p.m. (dinner at 5:00) 

Where:  Smilie Memorial Elementary School 

 

3 p.m. - 5 p.m.: fun activities including bobbing for apples, egg toss, three-legged races.  Prizes! 

5 p.m. - 7 p.m.: Harvest Dinner with turkey, a vegetarian entrée, salad, and potatoes provided.  Side 

dishes and dessert are potluck so please bring your favorite dish to share!  We will also provide 

rolls, beverages and paper products. 

 

Bolton Cookbook:  In 1988 A Taste of West Bolton was first printed.  The Bolton Community 

Network would like to build on the success and sense of community of that first cookbook.  If you 

bring a dish to share, please bring the recipe, or simply bring a favorite recipe and/or stories about 

the wonderful community we live in to share. 

 

For more information contact Leslie Pelch at lesliepelch@gmail.com  

                       
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:lesliepelch@gmail.com


                                                                                     

Paving! 
 
There was some recent media coverage of the 

fact that the schedule paving of Wentworth, 

Thacher and Nashville Roads here in Bolton was 

going to be delayed until spring.  It was 

previously noted on the town’s social media 

outlets that there was no “Option B,” which was 

recognizing suggestions from Bolton residents 

that the town: go back out to bid, pave the Bolton 

Valley Access Road instead, or not pave at all.  It 

is important to note that the decision to delay the 

paving until spring was mutually agreed upon by 

both the town and by Pike Industries, and was 

certainly not intended to reflect negatively on 

Pike Industries.  The town is looking forward to 

working with Pike Industries in the spring, and 

like all of you, is looking forward to having the 

scheduled paving completed.  
 

Delinquent Tax Collection Policy 
 

The Town’s Delinquent Tax Collection Policy 

was recently amended, and changes the amounts 

of delinquent taxes due that trigger a tax sale or a 

small claims court filing.  A tax sale is triggered 

when the delinquent tax balance due is $500 or 

more, small claims court $500 or less.  These 

amounts were reduced from $1,000 and $500 

respectively, and bring the town in line with the 

numbers provided by the VT League of Cities 

and Towns model policy.  Please contact the 

town office if you have questions about this 

policy change. 
 

 

 

 

 

Phoebe learns about 

 different shapes! 

          Phoebe’s Kids’ quesTion  

of the month! 

I am so excited about the new dog tag shape for 

2019!  I think it is really fun that Mr. Menz 

helps the students at Smilie School hold their 

own election to vote on the dog tag shape every 

fall! Hmmm…what shape won the vote?  Find 

out in next month’s issue!  WOOF! Woof!!        

Last month’s answer: Did you guess what I 

discovered about Bolton’s Town Charter from 

1763?  When my human got the charter ready 

to go a special place to be “conserved” 

(whatever THAT means!), and took it out of its 

frame, we found out that the charter was two 

sided!  We don’t know if anyone knew that!  

The original charter is now safely resting in the 

town vault in a special box, and my human had 

special “archival” (more of those big words!)  

copies made of both sides of it, which are now 

framed and hanging in the town office 

conference room.  Stop in and see the charter’s 

second side sometime! 

 

 
 

  
        
       CLerK’s Corner 
   Amy Grover * Town Clerk & Treasurer 
                  clerkbolton@gmavt.net 
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smilie school news 
Our school year is off to a great start! I introduced you to a few new folks in the last edition of the 

gazette. This month I’d like you to meet our new Preschool Special Educator. We are happy that Liz 

Casey has joined us at Smilie this year. Liz is an experienced special educator, who fills the vacancy left 

by Ginny Gifford’s retirement last spring. We also welcome Jacqueleen Paquet, who is an experienced 

Speech and Language pathologist. Jackie had previously been working in the northern part of our district. 

In an effort to provide equitable services for all Preschool students, Jackie joined our Speech and 

Language Pathologist, Ana O’Neill, to provide support for Preschool students on Mondays. 

 

We had a very early Open House this year, on Thursday, September 20th. It began with a 

wonderful baked ziti dinner provided by our Smilie Community Association (SCA), where families 

enjoyed chatting with one another and “catching up” about their summers. Dinner was followed by our 

Open House; teachers were well prepared and students led their parents through their classrooms, 

explaining and showing them what they do each day at school. The “photo booth” was a new attraction 

this year with lots of silly and funny props to use for having fun pictures taken. 

 

 
 

 

                                                                                              
 
 
                                                       Smilie  News continued on page 7  
 
    

 
 

 

 
 
                                             
 

Our own Mrs. Tina Cole has been a Smilie Memorial School teacher for 20 

years! (She’s actually beginning her 21st year this year!) Students made constellations 

on the ceiling tiles last spring and Mrs. Cole was honored with her own ceiling tile for 

her years of service, and thanked in many other ways. Thank you Tina Cole, for all of 

your years of service to many Bolton community students! You are greatly appreciated! 

 



CLerK’s corner continued From Page 2  

October 2018                                                                                                     Page 4 

 

Bolton Up and Down Town Club Senior Dinner  
Date: Thursday, October 25, 2018 

Place:  Bolton Fire Station 

Time: 5 p.m. 

Menu: Chicken and gravy, mashed potatoes, squash, biscuits,  

and apple pie! 

Questions? Contact Doris @ 434-3769   

                                  

            property tax reminder 
Reminder: The second installment of property taxes is due on 

Thursday, November 15
th

.  Thank you to everyone who paid 

the first installment on time – your prompt and on time 

payments allows the town to pay its bills on time! 

 

It takes a village to run a town 
Town Meeting 2019 is still months away, but it 

isn’t too early to start thinking about serving your 

community by running for an elected office or to 

consider volunteering to serve on a town board.  

We have many folks here in Bolton who have 

given to their community for many years - serving 

voluntarily in a number of elected and appointed 

positions, who would like to step down, but are 

fearful that no one will step up to take their place. 

We currently have board openings for a Development Review Board alternate, a Planning 

Commission member, and an alternate to the Chittenden Solid Waste District. 

 

At Town Meeting in March, there will be numerous elected offices up for re-

election/election, and while we certainly hope that all of the folks currently “in office” 

will choose to run again, that is never a given.   

 

It takes a village to run a town…is it time for you step up and give back to your 

community? Please contact the town office for more information.  

 

Bolton gazette information 
Reminder: The deadline for submissions is the 15

th
 of the month for the following month’s 

edition.  To OPT IN to receive the Bolton Gazette electronically and in color (help the town save 

on paper and postage costs!) email boltongazette@gmavt.net                                                              

 
 
 

mailto:boltongazette@gmavt.net
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HOLIDAY BASKETS 
Although Halloween is nearly a month away, it is time to start 

thinking about Bolton’s Holiday Baskets!  The Holiday 

Baskets are full of food and goodies, and are delivered to senior 

residents and others in our community a week or so 

before Christmas to express the town’s appreciation and 

support.  

 

There are different ways you can support our Holiday Baskets: 

 

 Make a financial donation! Checks should be made out 

to the Town of Bolton with “holiday baskets” in the 

memo, and can be dropped off at the town office or 

mailed to 3045 Theodore Roosevelt Hwy, Bolton, VT  

05676.  Cash donations may be dropped off at the town 

office in person, or left in the drop box in an envelope 

marked “holiday baskets”. 

 Non-perishable items can be dropped off at Smilie School later in the fall.  Watch 

for a list of suggested donations in the November Gazette. 

 Non-perishable items can be brought to the Harvest Dinner on Saturday, 

October 20th at Smilie School. 

 Volunteers are needed to organize, publicize, shop, sort, pack and deliver baskets.  

If you are interested in donating your time, contact Anne Clegg 

anneclegg@yahoo.com or 434-5673, or Leslie Pelch lesliepelch@gmail.com or 

802-598-0048. 

 

Do you have a family member, or know a neighbor or friend facing challenging 

circumstances who might benefit from the boost and support of a Holiday Basket?  

Do you know a senior you’d like to honor 

with one?  Let us know at the Town Office 

(434-5075) and we’ll add them to the list.  

While we will continue to recognize and 

thank our senior residents with baskets, 

we want to support other members of our 

community as well. 

 

Thank you in advance for your help!    

It takes a community! 

 

 

 

Holiday Basket Volunteers joyfully 

delivering cheer in 2017! 

mailto:anneclegg@yahoo.com
mailto:lesliepelch@gmail.com
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VERMONT GENERAL ELECTION  
NOVEMBER 6, 2018 

 
Polls are open 7 a.m. – 7 p.m. at Smilie School  

If you want to register to vote: 

 Go to My Voter Page, 

https://mvp.sec.state.vt.us/ and register. 

 Come into the Town Office and register. 

 Participate in a Voter Registration Drive. 

 

If you do not register before the election, VT law allows for same day voter registration; 

you can register to vote at the polls on Election Day. 

 

You can vote early/absentee ballot by requesting and returning an ABSENTEE 

BALLOT: 

 Go to My Voter Page, https://mvp.sec.state.vt.us/ and request an absentee ballot 

online.  Your ballot will be mailed to you. 

 Call the Office at 434-5075 or 434-3064 and request an absentee ballot.  Your 

ballot will be mailed to you. 

 Email clerkbolton@gmavt.net or assistbolton@gmavt.net and request an absentee 

ballot.  Your ballot will be mailed to you. 

 Send a written absentee ballot request to 3045 Theodore Roosevelt Hwy, Bolton, 

VT  05676. Your ballot will be mailed to you. 

 Come to the Town Office to request a ballot and either take the ballot with you 

and return it later (by mail, or by the drop box) or vote in the office and leave 

your voted ballot. 

Absentee ballots MUST be received by 7 p.m. on Tuesday, November 6, 2018. Ballots 

received after this time cannot be counted. No one other than the voter can take an 

absentee ballot from the office (no, you cannot take a ballot for a family member or 

friend). 

If you received a mailing from a campaign with a preprinted card for requesting an 

absentee ballot, please be sure the card is pre-printed with the Town of Bolton’s mailing 

address.  Cards sent to registered Bolton voters were mistakenly preaddressed (by various 

campaigns) with  Town Clerks’ addresses in neighboring towns, most likely due to the 

fact that campaigns were not aware that Bolton does not have a post office or our own zip 

code.  Only the town of Bolton can issue an absentee ballot for a registered Bolton voter. 

 
 
 

https://mvp.sec.state.vt.us/
https://mvp.sec.state.vt.us/
mailto:clerkbolton@gmavt.net
mailto:assistbolton@gmavt.net
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         Every Wednesday, students participate in Smilie Family time. During this 

time, we teach the students about the traits of “empathy,” “perseverance,” “flexibility,” 

“optimism,” and “resilience” through songs, videos and stories. After the lesson, students 

are paired together to read for 15 minutes, which they all enjoy. 

 
 

Our Outdoor Education initiative is beginning this year with Mrs. Bristol’s class and Ms. 

Delphia’s class.  We will be asking for lots of experienced and skilled people to help 

create our outdoor learning environments. If you are interested in helping out with this 

initiative, please contact the school at 434-2757, and ask to speak to Barbara. Ms. 

Delphia’s class enjoyed reading outdoors, while Ms. Bristol’s class created beautiful 

journals for their outdoor writing. 

 
 

 

Thanks and please stop by for a chat! 

 

Barbara Tomasi-Gay 

Principal 
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CameL’s humP middLe sChooL news  
What a great opening to the 2018-19 school year! Fifth 

graders have started to settle into the middle-school 

routine and bus schedules are being ironed out.  Afternoon 

practice is underway for soccer, field hockey and x-

country running teams. Intramurals have also started for 

Dance Club, Artists Inc., MakerSpace, kickball and 

mountain biking--to name a few. 

 

We are pleased to welcome back Heather Schoppmann as chorus/general music teacher. 

Rachel Elliott joins the CHMS team as health and nutrition teacher. We are also pleased to 

welcome Tim Keefe as our head custodian.  

 

A number of exciting field trips are planned for this month. Team Sequoia will go the 

Fairbanks Museum and Planetarium and Ricker Pond. Polaris heads to Rock of Ages in 

Barre, Lessor’s Quarry and Lone Rock Point; Teams Polaris and Pride will explore the Long 

Trail; Navigator will visit Mt. Philo and Team Grit travels to Hosmer Point, Grand Isle State 

Park, the Burlington Wastewater Treatment Plant and the Ed Weed Fish Hatchery. 

 

Mark your calendars for the Fifth Annual Pumpkin Chunkin’ on Saturday, October 27th, from 

11am to 2pm. Come and witness pumpkins in flight! We are looking for teams throughout 

the community to participate; if you are interested, please contact mark.carbone@cesuvt.org.  

This fun, family event helps support the continuation of the PROSPER Program; a seven-

week program for 5th and 6th grade families to assist both through the challenges of 

adolescence. Prosper participants meet weekly for seven-sessions which include family 

dinner, games and activities, and childcare for younger siblings. For a portion of the time, 

parents attend workshops on topics such as setting limits and computer/Internet safety, while 

the student group discusses topics such as saying “no”, advocacy, and problem-solving.  We 

are excited for our Pumpkin Chunkin’ contest—and hope that you and your family will join 

in the fun! 

 

Math and reading volunteers are needed to support math and literacy development skills. 

Math volunteers will help with basic calculation and computation skills.  Literacy volunteers 

will assist with reading fluency and comprehension. Training is provided and schedules are 

flexible.  Please consider volunteering. For more information, please call 434-2188 or email: 

mark.carbone@cesuvt.org.  

 

The next Mount Mansfield Modified Union School Board meeting will be held on Monday, 

October 1st, 6:30 pm at Browns River Middle School. The public is welcome and encouraged 

to attend.   

 

Mark Carbone, Principal 

 
 
 

mailto:mark.carbone@cesuvt.org
mailto:mark.carbone@cesuvt.org
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into the woods by ethan tapper 
Managing Invasive Exotic Plants 

Once the leaves have fallen, you might notice a “green haze” in 

the understory of our forests. This time of year is a great chance 

to notice where invasive exotic plants, which often hold onto 

their leaves longer than our native species, are located. In 

Chittenden County, invasive exotic plants are present on most 

properties, at levels ranging from a few seedlings scattered 

throughout a large woodlot to buckthorn and honeysuckle monocultures dominating 

dozens of acres 

.  

I cannot overemphasize what a serious threat invasive exotic plants (I’ll just call them 

“invasives”) pose to the health of our forests. These species disrupt the natural process of 

regeneration in the forest by outcompeting our native trees and plants. Many invasives 

are allelopathic (secreting chemicals into the soil that inhibit the growth of other species), 

prolific seed producers and able to sprout prolifically after being cut or pulled, even from 

a tiny fragment of root or stem. 

  

We will never get rid of invasives. As a result, instead of “eradication” we now talk about 

“control.” We can get to an acceptable level of “control” by decreasing populations of 

invasives to the extent that you can easily hand-pull new sprouts without needing to take 

more drastic measures.  

 

We all live busy, full lives, and so it is critical that woodlot owners, in addition to 

considering what treatment methods are effective, are realistic about how much time and 

effort they can commit to invasive species removal --- this will influence the control 

strategy you ultimately adopt. On my woodlot, about 30 acres were heavily infested with 

invasives --- mostly barberry, honeysuckle, and multiflora rose. After a lot of pulling and 

digging, it became clear that I didn’t have the time to make a difference using these 

methods; I needed to be a realist and recognize the need to take a different approach.  

With a few small invasive plants or a very small area (like a yard), you may be able to 

“hand-pull” (pulling the plant and its roots up) or cut them repeatedly. However, these 

“mechanical” approaches don’t work on even moderate-sized infestations; because of 

invasives’ ability to sprout, you may need to cut or hand-pull several times a year for 

several years before you achieve any measure of control (especially with cutting). If you 

can’t commit to this, this is not the option for you. 

 

Herbicide shouldn’t be our first resort, but it is by far the fastest, cheapest, and most 

effective method of controlling invasive plants. If you have an infestation of small plants 

with some that are too big to pull out, I recommend a hybrid approach, hand-pulling what 
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 you can and stump-treating plants that are too big to pull. “Cut-stump” application of 

herbicide is targeted, effective and virtually eliminates any impact to non-target plants. 

Tractor Supply offers products with the active ingredient glyphosate (41%) for $25-

50/gallon. On my land, I cut invasives with a folding hand-saw and use an applicator 

called a “Buckthorn Blaster,” ($5) to apply herbicide neatly and efficiently to the surface 

of a stump. This method will save you years of repeated cutting.  

 

Large, heavily infested areas cannot realistically be controlled by mechanical means, or 

even by the “hybrid” approach. In these cases, herbicide application using cut-stump 

application and foliar spraying (spraying the leaves of the plant) may be warranted.  If 

this is the case on your land, you can either hire an invasive species control company, or, 

if you have the time and the desire, you can do it yourself. On my land, I use a hand-

pumped backpack sprayer ($50-80) for foliar applications. To do this, you must first learn 

how to safely apply herbicide --- landowners can legally apply some herbicides on their 

own land, but I’d recommend signing up for the Agency of Agriculture Food and 

Market’s day-long Certified Pesticide Applicator course. It’s also critical that you are 

confident identifying invasive plants --- www.vtinvasives.org can get you started on that.  

 

No matter how we do it, the most important thing is that we control these invasive exotic 

plants, allowing our forested ecosystems to grow healthy trees, plants and wildlife.  

Understanding the steps necessary to realistically deal with the infestation you have, and 

the tools at your disposal, is the key to getting to an acceptable level of “control.”  

 

For more information on invasive species and their control, visit www.vtinvasives.org  

  

Ethan Tapper is the Chittenden County Forester. He can be reached at 

ethan.tapper@vermont.gov, (802)-585-9099, or at his office at 111 West Street, Essex 

Junction.  

 
 

Mark your 
calendars! 

Join Ethan for a walk at the 

town’s Preston Pond 

Conservation Area in December – 

currently scheduled for Saturday, 

December 15
th

, 10 a.m. – 2 p.m. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.vtinvasives.org/
http://www.vtinvasives.org/
mailto:ethan.tapper@vermont.gov
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Greetings 

Neighbors! 

 

On behalf of the 

Town of Bolton 

and our 

Economic 

Resource 

Committee, 

please accept our thanks for your contribution 

to the 3
rd

 Annual Bolton Community Fair.  

Our goals include increasing awareness of the 

Bolton - Richmond – Waterbury and environs 

as an economic corridor, and encouraging 

appropriate businesses here in our central 

mountain neighborhoods.  The Fair aims to 

increase our awareness of our neighbors’ 

enterprises and create an opportunity for the 

community to gather.  

 

Our major success this year appears to have 

been the spirit of community throughout the 

day.  Getting the opportunity to be with our 

neighbors was as great as we had anticipated. 

We nearly hit our goal of $600 (thanks to our 

“Girl Gang”) to be donated to the Bolton 

Fire Department and the town Senior 

Dinners program.  The 35 or so vendors 

offered a broad array of goods and services for 

all to see.  We continue to struggle with our 

efforts to promote the event so our vendors 

have bigger crowds looking at their goods.  

Robin Katrick from RiseVT has volunteered to 

help with this effort as we go forward.  She 

was very helpful this year with initial 

promotional ideas and grant funds.  We have 

already started to put together a group within 

the Economic Resource Committee to design 

tactics for next year’s promotion.  We WILL 

get more folks in front of the vendors.   

 

We again had the support of the BIG RAFFLE 

prize gifters – Bolton Valley Resort, Bolton 

Golf Club, and Varin’s Gravel pit.  Our “Girl 

Gang” (Willa Pelschone, Lilia Fitzpatrick, 

Abby O’Malley, Rosa Ricketson joined by 

Juniper Galvani) from last year was all over 

the place selling raffle tickets for these big 

prizes.  Our list of donated gift certificates for 

silent auction and bingo prizes was as 

extensive as ever.  We’d also like to thank 

several additional businesses that want to help 

and may put in gift certificates or take a free 

vendor space next year.  Donators included 

Pack and Ship in Waterbury, and Greenspace 

in Richmond letting us plant our signs in their 

front gardens.  And of course Bolton Valley 

Resort was wonderful again.  They gave us 

their Sports Center with all its accoutrements 

and staff (including some 3
rd

 generation 

DesLauriers in the works “…gangs” Lincoln, 

Henry and Juniper.)   Nic, the new summer 

Sports-Center-Dude was everywhere looking 

to see that our chaos didn’t trip us up.  In 

addition to Nic, we were very fortunate to 

have several folks doing much of the prep set 

up and break down.  Families of the vendors 

stepped up to keep things in order; Ed 

Sinnamon and Eric Lister anticipated much of 

what was needed and took charge. Eric also 

orchestrated a new “boys gang” this year 

(Owen Streeter, Koa Lister, Roy Flaiz, Lincoln 

& Henry DesLauriers). Whenever a need arose 

word would go out and all of a sudden we’d 

have several willing & smiling faces waiting 

for direction.  Thanks again everybody…see 

you next year. 

 

In appreciation,  

Curt Hunter and the ERC team! 

 


