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Local resident Brings home silver! 
You may remember the July story about Bolton 

Valley resident Lisa Stanton being part of the 

Dragonheart team of Vermont based in 

Burlington, and that Lisa and her husband Mark 

and team were traveling to Italy and Hungary to 

compete internationally…here’s an update! 

Lisa and her team, the Dragonheart Vermont 

Sisters, a Breast Cancer Survivor dragon boat 

team, have done Bolton and Vermont proud by 

winning SILVER in both the 200 meter and 500 

meter races at the World Club Crew 

championships in July, in Szeged, Hungary!   

We also heard that Mark somehow managed to 

connect with Andrew Snow (a former longtime 

Bolton Valley employee & all around fantastic 

skier!) to “get some July turns in!” For those 

non-skiers out there, yes, that means skiing in 

July!  

Here’s Lisa and her team mates standing in front 

of a sculpture near the Tiza River, wearing their 

silver medals.    
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        Its back to school time! 

 

 

       Pinneo flats schoolhouse 

   Get the Smilie School scoop on page 3! 

 

 

  

 

             

Gratulálunk (congratulations in 

Hungarian!) Vermont Sisters! 

 



 

 

 

 

 

August Primary Election 

Thank you to all of the Bolton residents who came 

out to vote in the August Primary Election.  Bolton 

had 213 folks vote – or about 20% of our checklist, 

which was similar to averages reported around the 

state. 

In some of the more closely watched & contested 

races, Bolton voted in favor of: on the Democratic 

Ballot, Bernie Sanders; US Senator, Peter Welch; 

Representative to Congress, Christine Hallquist; 

Governor, Kevin McLauglin; Sheriff. On the 

Republican Ballot: Phil Scott; Governor. You can 

access full election results here:  

https://www.sec.state.vt.us/elections.aspx 

 
A huge thank you to all of our poll workers and vote 

counters! A successful election would be impossible 

without your help.  Thank you to Linde Emerson, 

Carol Devlin, Paula Gervia, Mike Gervia, Brenda 

McKeown, Brittany LaBerge, Josh Arneson, Jen 

Dudley-Gaillard, Sharon Murray, Bob Fett, Rich 

and Mary-Ellen Seaver Reid, and Tim Grover. 

 

 

 

 

Phoebe investigates the 

town charter! 

          Phoebe’s Kids’ quesTion  

of the month! 

Hmmm...when I haven’t been busy swimming 

and trying to stay cool (it’s been too hot for us 

four leggers wearing fur coats!), I’ve been doing 

some investigation!  I’ve learned something pretty 

neat about Bolton’s Town Charter! Can you 

guess what it is? Find out the answer in next 

month’s issue!  WOOF! Woof!! Last month’s 

answer: Did you read that Bone Mountain is one of 

the places that Peregrine Falcons nest in our town?  

I think that is special! How do you think Bone 

Mountain got its name?  I was surprised when my 

humans said a long time ago (in 1800, whatever 

that means!) a man named Augustin Lavake’s had 

a boarding house, was listed as a tavern keeper, 

AND he owned a LOT of land here in Bolton.  

Another man was staying at his boarding house 

and was killed when he had a “fall off the 

mountain.”  His name was John Bone, so Bone 

Mountain was named after him! 

 
 
 

        
       CLerK’s Corner 
   Amy Grover * Town Clerk & Treasurer 
                  clerkbolton@gmavt.net 

CSWD ROVER!  The CSWD ROVER will be at 

the Bolton Fire Station on Saturday, September 

15th, 9 a.m. – 1 p.m., and accepts paints & 

stains, cleaners, automotive fluids, insecticides, 

chemicals and more. Call CSWD for more 

information at 872-8111 or go to: 

www.cswd.net 

 

https://www.sec.state.vt.us/elections.aspx
http://www.cswd.net/


 

Welcome Back to Smilie News! 
Greetings Bolton Community Members! 

 

Everyone here at Smilie Memorial School is getting 

ready to greet our children on Wednesday, August 29, 

2018!  The rooms look fantastic! We have new colors 

in the office that just “pop”. Teachers have their 

materials all organized and the school has been well 

cleaned over the summer.  
 

. 
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Our wonderful volunteers have done an admirable job keeping our garden growing all 

summer and we have a bounty of fresh vegetables to start our school year. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

We will be starting the school year with a mostly veteran staff, as we have had very little 

turnover this year. We do have a new Preschool Teacher and her name is Julia Parker –

Dickerson, and we have also hired a community member as a Paraeducator in our system; 

Ms. Kristin May will be joining the Smilie team this year. Please stop by and say hello to 

these new folks! 

 

I will have lots more to tell you about in the October edition of the Gazette. Please be 

sure to check it out. And stop by the school for a visit! I’d love to chat with you. 

 

Sincerely, 

Barbara 

 

 

Smilie memorial school 
open house 

Mark your calendars! 

Thursday 

September 20th 

 6 – 7 p.m. 
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.CLerK’s corner continued From Page 2 

Bolton Up and Down Town Club Senior Dinner 
Date: Thursday, September 27, 2018 

Time: *5 p.m. 

Place: *A road trip to Papa Nick’s restaurant in 

Hinesburg, meet there at 5 p.m! 

There is a $5 cover charge and you must RSVP to Doris at 434-3769 by September 24th!  

Hope we’ll see you there!   

 

Thank you!  
A shout out and thanks to Bolton Valley resident Jeff Downs 

who single handedly has continued “greening up” the Bolton 

Valley Access Road long after the official Green Up Day in 

May.  Jeff has “greened up” the entire road, on both sides!  

Wow! Thank you Jeff, we appreciate your hard work and perseverance! 

 

 property tax reminder 
Reminder: The first installment of property taxes is due on 

Monday, September 17, 2018.  Payments must be received in the 

town office by 4 p.m. on the 17th, or have a federal postmark of the 

17th to be considered on time. Late payments incur a 1% interest 

penalty each month, and as you all know, there is no grace period.  

 

Condolences  
We are remiss in not noting our heartfelt condolences to the family and 

friends of Darlene Autery, who passed away in July after a 10 month 

fight with lymphoma.  Darlene was responsible for successfully 

resurrecting the Holiday Basket program; helping to bring holiday cheer 

to many of Bolton’s residents over the last few years, and was a regular 

at Bolton’s Green Up Day celebration, usually spied in action flipping 

burgers on the grill with a smile.  Darlene’s smile, her volunteerism and 

her gift of time to our community will be greatly missed. 

 

 

. Bolton gazette information 
Reminder: The deadline for submissions is the 15th of the month for the following 

month’s edition.  We welcome all submissions in any format: stories, news, art, 

photographs!  For submission or to OPT IN to receive the Bolton Gazette electronically 

and in color (help the town save $ on paper and postage costs!) email 

boltongazette@gmavt.net  

 
 

    

 

 

 

 

Continue newsletter text here. Continue newsletter text 

here. Continue newsletter text here. Continue newsletter 

text here. Continue newsletter text here. Continue 

newsletter text here. Continue newsletter text here.  
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Into the woods by ethan tapper 
  

Crop Tree Release 

My woodlot in Bolton was logged in the 1980’s. 

Through a practice known as “diameter-limit 

cutting,” all trees above a certain diameter 

(probably 11” or 14”) were cut. My land is a 

good site for growing red and white oak, white 

and red pine, red spruce, and hemlock, but this 

harvest removed most trees of these species, 

creating a forest of mostly unhealthy beech and 

red maple. Using silviculture --- the strategic harvesting of trees --- I hope to restore my 

forest’s health by regenerating unhealthy areas and encouraging healthy trees of all 

species, all while maintaining a diverse forest with great wildlife habitat.  While I have a 

lot of will power, a big tractor and a chainsaw, my work in my woodlot is limited by time 

– forcing me to consider how to maximize the impact of my efforts. 

  

Most landowners who are interested in harvesting firewood or improving their forest pick 

an area and try to harvest every last unhealthy tree, or fill their woodshed with dead-

standing trees and blowdowns, ignoring living trees all together. The problem with this 

(other than harvesting dead wood, which should be left) is that they miss the opportunity 

to enact a much broader positive change --- in addition to harvesting firewood, they could 

be encouraging the growth of healthy trees that provide a variety of important values. A 

landowner from Milton once told me that when he bought his 50-acre woodlot an old-

timer told him to start harvesting firewood “in the back” (i.e. the part of the property 

farthest from the road) so that when he was old he’d have worked his way up to his 

house, and he’d have firewood close by. This landowner paused and said: “I started in the 

back --- and I’ve been in the back ever since.” You will never be able to cut every 

unhealthy tree in your woods, and if you try you’ll never make a meaningful impact on 

your whole forest. However, with a simple shift in your mindset, the positive effect of 

your work can be much more significant. 

 

The key is a silvicultural technique called “crop tree release.” Instead of focusing on 

every unhealthy tree, I look for the trees that I want to grow --- “crop trees” --- and 

harvest only trees whose crowns are touching their crowns. If neighboring trees are much 

smaller, or their crowns are not touching, leave them alone. While it may seem counter-

intuitive to leave obviously unhealthy trees standing, focus on what we are keeping, not 

what might seem to “need” to be cut. Our sole goal is to release these crop trees from 

competition, and to release as many as possible. “Defective” trees can stay in the woods, 

providing a range of benefits from wildlife habitat to carbon sequestration. 
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A crop tree can be selected for timber, mast (seeds or fruits that wildlife eat) production, 

maple sap, wildlife habitat or other benefits. Crop trees should generally be “dominant” 

or “co-dominant,” meaning that their tops are in the upper canopy of the forest, have a 

symmetrical, live crown, and lack wounds, rot and other defects. Tree identification is 

important, as you consider what benefits you want to encourage. A Beginner’s Guide to 

Recognizing Trees of the Northeast, by Mark Mikolas, is a good tree identification book 

to start with.   

 

An option for landowners who don’t have the equipment to pull trees out of the woods, 

don’t need any more firewood in the woodshed, or are working with trees which are 

small or poor-quality firewood, is to leave some trees you cut in the woods. Dead wood 

and brush on the ground may look “messy,” but are important for building and stabilizing 

soils and storing carbon, among other benefits. “Girdling” trees: cutting 2 parallel rings 

1/2” deep into the bark around the circumference of the tree kills it but retains it as a 

“snag,” another valuable wildlife feature.  This means you’re spending less time pulling 

marginal firewood out of the woods, and you can release more crop trees.  

 

Landowners are often great intuitive forest managers, with a strong relationship with their 

woods. The thing that we all lack is time. Hopefully focusing on identifying and releasing 

crop trees will help make the most of the opportunities we have to encourage the growth 

of healthy trees and forests.  

For those interested in learning more about crop tree management, check out: 

https://www.nrs.fs.fed.us/pubs/jrnl/2007/nrs_2007_miller_001.pdf 

Ethan Tapper is the Chittenden County Forester. He can be reached at 

ethan.tapper@vermont.gov, (802)-585-9099, or at his office at 111 West Street, Essex 

Junction. 

Of Wheelmen, the New Woman, and Good Roads 
Luis Vivanco Explores Bicycling in Vermont, 1880-1920 

Date: Thursday, September 13, 1:30 p.m.  

Location: Richmond Free Library Community Room, 201 Bridge Street, Richmond VT 

Admission: Free, accessible to those with disabilities, and open to the public.  

For more information: Contact Jane Vossler at (802) 434-5439 or 

janevossler@gmail.com.  
Luis Vivanco presents the fascinating early history of the bicycle 

in Vermont, an invention that generated widespread curiosity 

when it arrived in the 1880s. During the 1890s, enthusiasm 

exploded statewide as bicycles became safer, women took up 

riding, roads improved, and retailers developed novel advertising 

techniques to attract buyers. 

 

Vivanco also describes the significant impacts bicycles made by 

the 1920’s on industrial production, consumerism, new road 

policies and regulations, gender relations, and new cultural ideas 

about automobility and effortless speed.   

 A Vermont Humanities Council Speakers Bureau event hosted by Community 

Senior Center of Richmond, Huntington, and Bolton.  

 

https://www.nrs.fs.fed.us/pubs/jrnl/2007/nrs_2007_miller_001.pdf
mailto:ethan.tapper@vermont.gov
mailto:janevossler@gmail.com
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2018 holiday baskets 

We are already planning for the 2018 Holiday Baskets, and we need your 

help! We need volunteers (closer to December to shop, make up baskets, & 

deliver!)  monetary donations (bring/send monetary donations ANYTIME 

from now until December to the Town Office - checks payable to the Town 

of Bolton, & please let us know it’s for the baskets.  We are starting the year with $150, and 

spent over $1,500 last year!), and of course your donations of non-perishable food items 

closer to December.  Do you know a family, neighbor, or friend facing challenging 

circumstances who might benefit from the boost and support of a Holiday Basket?  Let us 

know at the Town Office, and we’ll add them to the basket list. While we will continue to 

recognize and thank our senior residents with baskets, we want to support other members of 

our community as well. Thank you in advance for your help! 

Still Seeking Volunteers! 
The Town of Bolton is still seeking volunteers to serve as Alternates to Bolton’s 

Development Review Board (DRB), and to the Chittenden Solid Waste District (CSWD) 

Board. Please contact the Town Office, or see the town website for more information, and 

contact the Town Office if you are interested in serving! 

 

Town highway paving update 
The town went out to bid for multiple paving projects in town, and the Select Board has 

awarded the bid to Pike Industries, Inc.  The following paving projects are scheduled to be 

completed prior to the end of November (hopefully, Mother Nature willing!) when the 

asphalt facility closes for the season: Wentworth Road, Thacher Road, & Nashville Road.  

The town recognizes the need for paving in areas of the Bolton Valley Access Road, and 

plans to address this in 2019, hopefully with the voter approved resurfacing budget 

augmented by a successful paving grant application through the State of VT.   

 

Artwork Donated for Benefit Auction   
The family of one-time Richmond resident Harold 

Vandevoort Walsh (1892-1987) has donated 140 

pieces from his collection for a silent auction to 

benefit the Community Senior Center. Walsh died in 

his 95th year at his home in Richmond.  

September 19th    

5-7:00 PM: Artwork on display for preview and 

silent bids 

7-8:00 PM: Presentation on Walsh’s work by Julie McGowan, local artist 

September 20th  

10:00 AM - 7:00 PM Artwork on display for silent bids 

September 21st -22nd  

Winning bidders contacted. 
  
 

 

 

All events will be held at the Richmond Library 



. 


