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 It is also our intention to provide a family/kid 

friendly experience. There will be food vendors 

and picnic opportunities.  This will be a fun 

Saturday family outing!   There will be games 

and activities for all.  Area businesses will be 

donating prizes for raffles and silent auctions. 

Monies will be donated to the Senior Dinners 

program and the Bolton Fire Department.  Plan 

to spend some time with your neighbors.  

Concurrent with the Fair, Bolton Valley Resort 

with be holding a Frisbee Golf tournament and 

later in the afternoon/evening there will be a 

family friendly concert. For details on these two 

events go to the BVR website: 

http://www.boltonvalley.com/events-and-

activities/events-calendar     

Get this on your calendars; we’re looking 

forward to seeing lots of folks from the whole 

region. 

          
Community Fair 2017! 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 

THE BOLTON Gazette 
The Town of Bolton, Vermont 

“The Land of bouLders and bears” 

3045 Theodore Roosevelt Highway, Bolton VT 05676 

 

BOLTON COMMUNITY FAIR 2018 
Saturday, September 1st, 10a.m. to 2p.m. 

at Bolton Valley Resort’s Sports Center 

  

The Bolton Economic Resource Committee 

has made progress on our efforts to get 

things ready for the third annual community 

fair.  Our vision is to provide an opportunity 

for Bolton and surrounding towns to come 

together as a regional community and have 

fun.  The DesLauriers ownership team at 

BOLTON VALLEY RESORT has invited 

us to hold the FAIR in their Sports Center.  

We are also working with RISEVT 

(www.risevt.org) and we greatly appreciate 

their assistance with planning and promoting 

the Bolton Community Fair!   

 

Our intention is to provide local businesses 

with an opportunity to show their neighbors 

what they do.  We are particularly interested 

in you encouraging your children to fire up 

their entrepreneurial imaginations and set up 

a table to sell whatever they dream up. We 

have put out our first round of calls to 

previous venders to reserve their table space.  

Register for your free space with an email to 

erc@boltonvt.com, and one of our 

committee will be in touch to finalize 

details.  If you’re interested, jump in now.  

We have limited space so register early for 

your free table.  
  

 

                                   

 

 Continued page 5 

 

http://www.boltonvalley.com/events-and-activities/events-calendar
http://www.boltonvalley.com/events-and-activities/events-calendar
http://www.risevt.org/
mailto:erc@boltonvt.com
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CLerk’s Corner continued on Page 7                             

 

                                                             

Phoebe Enjoys  

The summiT of CameL’s hump! 

          phoebe’s kids’ quesTion  

of the month! 

I’m so happy summer is here and I can go 

swimming and hiking with my humans!  We 

had a great hike to the top of Camel’s Hump, 

where we were careful to stay on the rocks to 

protect the special plants there, and had fun 

looking down on our town. I could ALMOST 

see my yard!  Do you think that “Camel’s 

Hump” has ALWAYS been called “Camel’s 

Hump?”  Find out the answer in next month’s 

issue!  WOOF! Woof!!        

Last month’s answer: Did you figure out what 

was special about that big boulder that has to do 

with the Bolton Valley Nordic Land? Maybe you 

have walked, skied, or snowshoed by it, and if you 

have, you know it’s the rock that has a beautiful 

brass plaque on it that celebrates the conservation 

of the Bolton Valley Nordic & Backcountry 

Lands! See a picture of the plaque on page 10. 

 
 
 

        
       CLerk’s Corner 
   Amy Grover * Town Clerk & Treasurer 
                  clerkbolton@gmavt.net 

Property Tax bills  
The Select Board will be setting the FY 18-19 

property tax rate later this month or at their 

first meeting in August. Once the property tax 

rate has been set, property tax bills will be 

generated and mailed, at least 30 days prior to 

the first payment due date, which is September 

15
th

. Has your mailing address changed? If 

so, please contact the town office to let us 

know your new mailing address! Every year, 

postage costs are wasted when multiple tax 

bills are returned due to incorrect mailing 

address information. Thank you! 

           CSWD ROVER!  The CSWD ROVER 

will be at the Bolton Fire Station on Saturday, 

September 15
th

, 9 a.m. – 1 p.m., and accepts 

paints & stains, cleaners, automotive fluids, 

insecticides, chemicals and more. Call CSWD 

for more information at 872-8111 or go to: 

www.cswd.net  

 

Heads up! 
The Green Mountain Bicycle Club will be 

holding their last evening training ride on 

Thursday, August 16
th

 – Starting near the 

Notch Road and riding to Waterbury and back. 

Please share the road and watch out for bikers! 

 

 

http://www.cswd.net/


 

CameL’s hump middLe sChooL news 
On May 18th, CHMS students raced in Third Annual Grand Prix in celebration of the end of SBAC 
testing. This team-building adventure wrapped up a week of testing of the common core standards, 
“Smarter Balance Assessment Consortium,” which replaced the previously used NECAP standardized 
tests. For more information about SBAC, visit www.smarterbalanced.org. 
 
Many thanks to Hunter Wasser, MMU student and Eagle Scout, for organizing and leading the 11th 
annual CHMS Variety Show, which wowed a full house! This year's performance was a menagerie of 
talent of all kinds. There were instrumental piano and violin solos, a rock band, solo singers, 
Broadway show tunes duets and a group act, and theatrical skits as well. The CHMS Dance Club 
performed a number of pieces.  We were fortunate to have a number of MMU students helping with 
the show, and the evening was expertly MC'd by CHMS students David Slattery and Willem Smith. 
Congratulations on a job well done! 

 
Artist Mary Lacy has been working with students on a 
mural for the CHMS entry way. To see this amazing 
work in progress, visit 
https://photos.app.goo.gl/RJMygD8JOzOsFm1l1. 
Another of Ms. Lacy’s murals of a rooster may be seen 
near the Jericho Country Store. 
 

CHMS 7th grade students from the Sequoia and 
Summit teams released young brook trout into 
the Huntington River and into Sherman Hollow 
Brook on Wednesday, June 13th.  The release 
was a part of the annual Trout in The Classroom 
project sponsored and supported by Trout 
Unlimited. Students received 100 eggs through 
Trout in the Classroom in early January.  
Students observed as the eggs developed yolk 
sacs and grew into alevin, developed into fry, 
and most recently reached the fingerling stage. Students also engaged in stream monitoring with the 
UVM Watershed Alliance to understand the chemistry and the biology and the physical 
characteristics of the watercourse where the Brook Trout would eventually be released. While caring 
for the fish, students monitored the chemistry of the water quality in the tank and followed strict 
protocols for feeding and care.  
 
On June 9th, a group of eighth grade students visited the Community College of Vermont in 
Winooski.  At CCV, students attended 20 minute classes, were given a campus tour, an overview of 
the admission process, and information about the courses offered. They were also informed about 
CCV's dual enrollment and early college programs which offer students an opportunity to earn 
college credits during their senior year in high school. It was a great experience for our                                                                                                 
young people, and it gave them a chance to start thinking about their future as they move onto 

MMU next Fall.                                                                                   Continued next page  
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On June 6th, the CHMS Jazz Band and Select Chorus 
performed on Church Street as part of Discover Jazz 
Festival. They had beautiful weather and a good crowd. 
It was a great way to end a musical year! 
 
Successful culinary and cultural field trips were had by 
CHMS’ French and Spanish students. Spanish students 
had a great dance lesson with the Salsalina Dance 
studio in Burlington where they learned the basic steps 
to the Merengue, Salsa, and Bachata. Their day ended 
with a delicious lunch at Agave in Williston.  French 
students travelled to Skinny Pancake for lunch and in 
the afternoon had a Contra Dance Caller from the Mad Robin Callers Collective teach students a few 
traditional French-Canadian contra dances.  
 
Volunteers are needed for this summer in the CHMS community garden. Please consider a one week 
commitment to weed, water, and nurture the gardens. Should you have leftovers after splitting 
home perennials, we are always looking for additions to the CHMS flower beds. 
 
The next meeting of the Mount Mansfield Modified Union School Board is at 6:30 pm on September 
17th at Underhill Central School. The public is invited and encouraged to attend. 
 
Thank you.  Mark Carbone, Principal 

 
Congratulations to all Camels Hump 

Middle School seventh and eighth 

graders who participated in Vermont 

Young Playwrights!  Over the course 

of three day-long sessions with a 

teaching artist, playwrights drafted, 

revised and workshopped plays. The 

Vermont Young Playwrights Festival 

was Monday, May 21 at the 

FlynnSpace in Burlington.  

 

Several CHMS playwrights were recognized at the festival.  Oren Beckwith’s play, “Time,” and 

Katherine Hashem’s play, “The Helper,” were performed on stage by Vermont Stage Company 

actors.  “MOM!!!” by Tess Drury and “The Biting of the Demons” by Mabel Osgood received 

on-stage readings. Plays by Willem Smith and Kasia Kelly were awarded Honorable Mention. 

 

Camels Hump Middle School was the recipient of a grant 

from the National Endowment for the Arts and Vermont 

Arts Council.  Thanks to their generous support, seventh 

and eighth graders have the opportunity to participate in 

Vermont Young Playwrights.  
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Tree planting along the  
Winooski river in Bolton 

The Winooski River in Bolton now has 

400 newly-planted trees to help stabilize 

its banks, keep it cool, and protect its 

water quality.  Volunteers from 

Jericho/Underhill Cub Scout Pack 620, 

the Bolton Conservation Commission, 

Green Mountain Valley School, and the 

Friends of the Winooski River put in a 

total of 134 hours in May planting the 

native trees and shrubs on a one-acre 

section of the Camel’s Hump State Park along the riverside area where the Long Trail 

runs. The Friends of the Winooski River managed the project in partnership with the 

Vermont Department of Forests, Parks, and Recreation, with funding from the Vermont 

Department of Environmental Conservation. Bolton’s site was one of nine areas planted 

by the Friends of the Winooski River, who planted a total of 3,633 trees this spring on 

nine acres in the Winooski watershed! 

 

Now forming: Friends of preston pond conservation area 
Now forming: Friends of Preston Pond Conservation Area 

(PPCA), fallen timbers and trail crew. Love the PPCA Town 

Forest?  Interested volunteering occasionally for trail work 

with friends and neighbors?  Please join our new PPCA 

Working Group Crew email list by contacting: Deb 

Shelby: shelbybolton13@gmail.com  or at 802.881.2056 with 

your email address, name, and phone number.  Then, fill out 

a Town Volunteer Waiver Form, which can be found on the 

town web site:  

http://boltonvt.com/wp-content/uploads/2014/08/Volunteer-Waiver.pdf     

Once you’ve completed that form, submit it to the town office (via snail mail, the office 

drop box or email to clerkbolton@gmavt.net), and you’ll be ready to join the working 

PPCA crew.  Thank you! 

 

ATV use in the ppca  
Hi to all West Bolton ATV riders, and friends of ATV riders!   

Please help us pass the word along about ATV use in the PPCA.  There 

have been a few ATV riders tearing up some of the trails in the PPCA 

Town Forest, and we need to remind people that this is not OK.   

Recreational ATV use is not allowed in our PPCA Town Forest.  Whoever 

has been riding on ATVs there has done damage to areas of the trail, and we are asking 

for riders to find other trails to use where they do have permission to ride.  Thanks for 

your help! 

mailto:shelbybolton13@gmail.com
http://boltonvt.com/wp-content/uploads/2014/08/Volunteer-Waiver.pdf
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Seeking Volunteers!  
The Town of Bolton is seeking volunteers to serve as 

Alternates to Bolton’s Development Review Board 

(DRB), to the Chittenden Solid Waste District (CSWD) 

Board, and as an Energy Coordinator for the town. 

 

The DRB Alternate would serve when/as 

needed.  Meetings are held the 4
th
 Thursday of the 

month.  The DRB is the municipal body that, when required, is authorized and delegated to 

uphold and interpret the Bolton Land Use and Development Regulations (BLUDRs). It is also the 

board authorized to hear appeals from decisions of the Bolton Zoning Administrator. Access 

more information about the role of the DRB at http://boltonvt.com/boards-minutes/development-

review-board/ 

 

The CSWD alternate would serve when/as needed.  Meetings are held the 4
th
 Wednesday of the 

month. The Board of Commissioners is the governing body of the CSWD, and sets policy on 

solid waste management for the member communities. For more information about representing 

Bolton on the CSWD Board, please contact the CSWD at 872-8100. 

 

The Energy Coordinator would work with the Planning Commission and Select Board. Possible 

duties could include: following up on energy audits of town buildings, community outreach, and 

compiling municipal energy use.  Support, guidance and more information about this position is 

available through Vermont Energy and Climate Action Network (https://vecan.net/ ), and by 

contacting Ian Hitchcock at the Vermont Natural Resource Council  at 802-223-2328 x118 • 

ihitchcock@vnrc.org    

  

Please contact the Town Office if you are interested in serving in any of these roles.  Thank you! 
. 

APPRAISAL FIELD VISITS RESUME IN WEST BOLTON 
To maintain accurate property records Bolton’s Assessor, 

Kermit Blaisdell, and his assistant, Linde Emerson, will 

continue to inspect properties in town annually.   

 

Visits will resume on Wednesday, July 11
th
.  If you live in 

West Bolton and didn't have a site visit last year, please call to 

schedule one. Property owners on Stage Road should have 

received a postcard about the visits.  Kermit and Linde will also 

try to visit properties on Cemetery Road, Duck Brook Circle,  

Leary Road, Mill Brook Road, Nashville Road,  Notch Road, Stone Hill Road, and York Road 

which they did not get to last year.   

 

Appointments are available on Wednesdays, 10:00 a.m. - 12:00 noon, and 1:00 p.m. - 3:00 

p.m.  Please call the Town Office 434-5075 ext. 221, or email assistbolton@gmavt.net to 

schedule an appointment. 

 

Note:  Be on the lookout - postcards will go out to Country Club Drive later this summer. 

http://boltonvt.com/boards-minutes/development-review-board/
http://boltonvt.com/boards-minutes/development-review-board/
https://vecan.net/
mailto:ihitchcock@vnrc.org
mailto:assistbolton@gmavt.net
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Bolton Up and Down Town Club Senior Dinner  
Date: Thursday, July 26, 2018 

Time: 5 p.m. 

Place: Bolton Fire Station 

Menu: To be announced, and it will be scrumptious!                                                                                

Hope we’ll see you there! Doris Wheelock   434-3769                                  

 

August primary election 
A statewide Primary Election will be held on Tuesday, August 14, 

2018.  Polls will be open at Smilie School from 7 a.m. to 7 p.m. to 

vote for candidates for the following offices: U.S. Senator, State 

Treasurer, State Senator(s), States Attorney, U.S. Representative, 

Secretary of State, State Representative(s), Sheriff, Governor, Auditor 

of Accounts, Probate Judge, High Bailiff, Lieutenant Governor, 

Attorney General, & Assistant Judge. 

Important reminders: 

 EARLY/ ABSENTEE BALLOTS: You can request early/absentee ballots at any time 

during the election year. Ballots can be requested in person, in writing, by telephone, or 

on your My Voter Page at www.mvp.sec.state.vt.us  
 REGISTER TO VOTE: There is no deadline to register to vote. You will be able to 

register to vote on the day of the election. But please register early by visiting the town 

office or by going online to www.olvr.sec.state.vt.us  
 PARTY CHOICE: You don’t have to tell which party you are voting in, but you can only 

vote for candidates on one party ballot in the primary election. There is no voter 

registration by party in Vermont. 
 

Act 46 effective date postponed -  
vital records  

On June 25
th
, the House and Senate passed H.16 in both 

chambers and the Governor has indicated he will allow it to 

become law without his signature. H.16 was the vehicle 

for the state budget, but it also contained language to 

postpone the effective date of Act 46 until July 1, 2019.  This original effective date was July 1, 

2018.  ACT 46 is the New Vital Records Law which significantly changes the state laws that 

govern vital records – namely, access to birth and death certificates, along with changes to the 

statewide vital records system. 

  

Bolton gazette information 
Reminder: The deadline for submissions is the 15

th
 of the month for the following month’s 

edition.  We welcome all submissions in any format: stories, news, art, photographs!   

For submission or to OPT IN to receive the Bolton Gazette electronically and in color (help the 

town save $ on paper and postage costs!) email boltongazette@gmavt.net  

 
 

http://www.mvp.sec.state.vt.us/
http://www.olvr.sec.state.vt.us/
mailto:boltongazette@gmavt.net
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           Local residents prepare for international competition! 
Did you know that…Bolton Valley resident Lisa Stanton is part of the Dragonheart team of 

Vermont based in Burlington?  And that Lisa and her husband Mark will be traveling to Italy and 

Hungary to compete internationally? 

 

Dragonheart of Vermont was founded in 2004 by former Bolton Valley residents Linda and John 

Dyer, and the sport derives from a time honored Chinese tradition. The teams are comprised of 

breast cancer survivors and supporters, and the sport embraces athletes of all ages, genders and 

abilities; nearly 50 million people engage in this sport annually! The Dragon boats are 41 ft. long, 

and 20 paddlers sit 2 x 2 and stroke in unison, guided by a drummer at the bow and a steer person 

at the stern. 

 

Lisa is a 14-year breast cancer survivor and is one of the "originals" having paddled in the first 

borrowed boat.  She now holds the important position of drummer, and will hold this position in 

the upcoming international events.  Her talent expresses teamwork at its best - 22 hearts beating 

as one.  This encompasses the mission of Dragonhearts; to strive, to strengthen & empower 

members instilling the values of teamwork, fitness, and community giving. 

 

This year Lisa will be part of the two breast cancer teams "Sisters" and "Soul Sisters" as they 

proudly represent Vermont and the Burlington community at the International Breast Cancer 

Paddlers' Commission (IBCPC) Dragon Boat Festival in Florence Italy, July 3 – 8.  Then they are 

off to compete in the International Dragon Boat Clubs Crew World Championships in Szeged 

Hungry July 17 – 22! 

 

Lisa shares her enthusiasm with her husband Mark who manages the safety boats during the 

races.  Linda and John Dyer continue their involvement as the teams’ head coaches. We wish you 

all “in bocca al lupo!” (Good luck in Italian!) 

Learn more about Dragonheart Vermont at: 

https://dragonheartvermont.org/  

 

With thanks to Rita Kelly for providing the photos 

and information for this story! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 Lisa (right) celebrating! 

https://dragonheartvermont.org/
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BOLTON COMMUNITY CALENDAR  

 

   

 

 

The Bolton Community Network will NOT be meeting 

in July.  The next meeting will be Monday, August 27 

at 5:30 in the Town Office. 

Saturday, July 5, 10:00 to 11:30 a.m.  Develop your 

skills photographing nature in a beautiful garden with 

access to both the Winooski River and Joiner Brook at 

the McIntyres’, 16 Joiner Brook Lane.  Co-sponsored 

by the BCN and the Community Senior Center. 

Wednesdays until September 12, 5:30 to 7:30 p.m. Pickle Ball at Bolton Valley.  $5 

dollars per person per night, or $50 for the entire session. Any 

questions contact Keith Chase  kchasebolt@gmavt.net  

 

Thursday, July 26, 5:00 p.m.  Senior Dinner 

at the Bolton Fire Department. 

 

 

MARK YOUR CALENDAR! Bolton’s 3
rd

 annual Community Fair will be held on 

Saturday, September 1
st
 at the Bolton Valley Sports Center.  

 

For more info or to help with any of the events, visit www.boltonvt.com/about/bolton-

community-club or call the Bolton Town Office at 802-434-3064 x 221. 

 

 

Condolences  
Our sincere condolences and heartfelt sympathy to the 

Streeter family on their loss of Jared Streeter. 

 
 
 
 

For details on events and TBA dates, see Upcoming Meetings and Events at  
www.boltonvt.com/about/bolton-community-club/  

 
 

mailto:kchasebolt@gmavt.net
http://www.boltonvt.com/about/bolton-community-club
http://www.boltonvt.com/about/bolton-community-club
http://www.boltonvt.com/about/bolton-community-club/


July 2018                                                                                                           Page 10 



July 2018                                                                                                           Page 11 

Into the woods by ethan tapper 
Town Forests 

 

If you live in Vermont, chances 

are that you live near a town 

forest. Whether they are called 

“Natural Areas,” “Country 

Parks,” “Conservation Areas,” 

“Community Forests,” or 

“Municipal Forests,” town 

forests are all primarily 

forested properties owned by a 

municipality. In Chittenden 

County we have about a dozen 

town forests, and one of my 

roles as County Forester is help 

communities manage these amazing resources.  

 

Vermont’s first Municipal Forest Bill passed in 1915. This bill, which described town 

forests as “a tract of land primarily devoted to producing wood products, maintaining 

wildlife habitat, protecting water supplies, providing forest recreation and conservation 

education,” gave municipalities the ability to acquire forested land. Town forests were 

eligible for assistance from the State: as much as half of the cost of their acquisition and 

reforestation, up to $600 per biennium. This bill was well-timed, as much of the 75% of 

Vermont that was deforested in the previous two centuries was beginning to revert back 

to forest in the early 1900’s. This trend was bolstered by the Great Depression and 

westward expansion, among other factors, which forced many farmers to move out, give 

up on farming, and/or to give up their land. The 840-acre Hinesburg Town Forest, now 

listed on the National Register of Historic Places, is an example of this, comprised of tax-

derelict hill farms acquired by the town between the 1930’s and 1950’s. 

 

As restoration and reforestation projects, town forests (in addition to private land), were 

widely planted with conifer plantations, particularly red, white and Scotch pine, and 

Norway spruce. These plantations were established with the European idea of the 

“regulated forest,” where humans controlled every variable in order to grow timber as 

efficiently as possible, in mind. These plantations sometimes grew timber quickly, but 

they were generally not what we now understand to be “healthy” forests:  forests that are 

diverse, resilient to disturbance and provide high-quality habitat and other ecosystem 

services (see past articles “Merino Mania,” “Resilience,” “Benefits of Diversity” and 

“Messy is Good” at the link below). 

 

Continued next page   
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The first generation of town forests in Chittenden County are some of our most iconic. In 

addition to the Hinesburg Town Forest, the Essex Junction Village Forest, now called 

“Saxon Hill,” was regarded nationally as an example of a well-managed (plantation) 

forest. This property, at one time over 800 acres in size, supplied water to Essex Junction 

beginning in 1905. It was joined by the 501-acre Indian Brook Reservoir property, 

acquired by Essex Junction in 1955 for the same purpose. The Milton Town Forest, 

which surrounds Milton Pond, secured Milton’s water supply starting in 1923.                                                                                                     
 

New strategies are being used to acquire a new generation of town forests today. The 

LaPlatte Headwaters Town Forest in Hinesburg, Andrews Town Forest in Richmond, 

Preston Pond Conservation Area in Bolton and Maple Shade Town Forest in Westford 

are examples of town forests acquired using conservation funds, among other state, 

federal, and private funding sources.  These, and most new town forests, are conserved, 

meaning they can never be subdivided or developed, ensuring that they will remain a 

valuable resource for generations to come.  

 

Town forests usually support a diverse variety of uses, including recreation (walking and 

running, sometimes mountain biking, Nordic skiing and horseback riding), hunting, 

forestry, and education. I am particularly excited about how they can serve as places to 

demonstrate responsible forest management and show how this can interact positively 

with some of these other uses. When conflicts arise between user groups it is up to the 

Town (usually in the form of a Conservation Commission or Town Forest Committee) to 

chart a path forward. This is done through a combination of management planning, 

community engagement, and tough decision-making, and it can be done by those who 

know the town the best – its citizens. While having a say in how State or Federally-

owned public lands are managed may be challenging, getting involved in your town 

forest is usually as simple as showing up to a public meeting at the town hall once a 

month. Get out and enjoy these public resources, and get involved in their management. 

The shape that these lands take is, ultimately, up to you. 

 

 You can find a map of Vermont’s town forests at 

https://vtcommunityforestry.org/YourVTTownForest .  

 

Ethan Tapper is the Chittenden County Forester. He can be reached at 

ethan.tapper@vermont.gov, (802)-585-9099, or at his office at 111 West Street, Essex 

Junction. Ethan’s past articles can be read at https://ourvermontwoods.org/resources 

under the title “Notes from a County Forester.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://vtcommunityforestry.org/YourVTTownForest
mailto:ethan.tapper@vermont.gov
https://ourvermontwoods.org/resources


 


