COMMENTS ON THE BOLTON TOWN PLAN VISION STATEMENT
MARCH 2016

59 Responses were returned at Town Meeting:  44 yes; 2 no (one strongly); 13 partially (three marked yes but commented as if partially agreed)

12 Comments on Yes:
· Love the vision statement.  Very pleased with the town plan process.
· Love it!  Very encompassing.
· Great work!
· Love it!  Exactly why I live here.  [smiley face.]
· Conservation & connections (physical & social) are important to me – thanks!
· Love the part about gathering places—we need more of these outside spaces where people can sit or stop by
· Key words:  fiscally sustainable
· I believe the vision statement is well-written and encompasses everything important to sustaining Bolton’s culture.  Thank you!
· The statement is open enough to cover pretty much anything.  I look forward to seeing these broad statements written into more specific goals.  Thanks for your work on this!
· Good start.
· Very nicely done – Thanks!
· We just moved to Bolton recently and these visions are what we love about living here!  Hope to keep it the same or improve! 

2 Comments on No:
· Vision needs to include reversal of adopting private rds.  It is wrong to tax people and give them nothing in return.
· STRONGLY don’t agree.  Has anyone looked into why this sort of “visioning” is happening in almost every town across the United States?  Have any of you ever read up on the U.N.’s Agenda 2030 or Agenda 21?  Wake up, this isn’t meant help Vermonters at all.

13 Comments on Partially:
· I would like to see the Forestry portion of the Town Plan brief.  I submitted my version of the language to the Bolton Conversation Commission some time ago.  Forestry is already regulated by “Accepted Management Practices” and that is sufficient.  Excess verbiage in the Town Plan is overkill from people, by and large, who do not know the realities of long term land investment for sustainable forestry and reasonable profit.  The vision says support the working landscape which should include not adding excessive verbiage to the existing forestry AMPs.
· Permaculture design plan for food & energy security/abundance
· Keep costs/taxes down

13 Comments on Partially (cont):
· [bookmark: _GoBack]I’ve seen places where planning was taken over by interests more concerned with growth and development, by which these interests profited at the expense of the rest of the community and in so doing, caused local taxes to rise, and the goals enumerated under “Place” to be ruined.  Please beware of this tendency.  “Affordable Housing” is not affordable if the resident has to drive long distances to get to work.  Unless your plan is to change Bolton into some industrial park, Bolton is not a suitable place for affordable housing.
· Development is important to keep the mountain Alpine viable and a lot of people have a lot to lose if the community continues to hamper growth in the ski area.  Remember equity and % of taxes paid to town from mountain residents.
· Just be wary of commercial/business interests overwhelming “people and place.”
· Think you need to look @ the Bolton $.  Conservation is nice but I work hard and feel that my $ can be spent somewhere else.
· I don’t think that “prosperity” as defined here is a worthy goal.  I moved here b/c it’s rural; not for economic prosperity.  That’s for larger towns in Chitt Co to worry about.  I like very much the “people” and “place” parts of the vision.  Need to think of another “p” or new definition of “prosperity” more appropriate for Bolton.
· Lower taxes for property owners
· Climate change is the greatest challenge in the history of the human race.  Nowhere is it mentioned and it needs to be.  I think added to the statement should be something like:  In the face of unprecedented and unknown challenges in the near future, maintaining a livable community will be a top priority:  including Net Zero building codes & the required retrofitting of old structures. . . ‘compounds and elite retreats are to be avoided’. . . . 
· Local tax rates are too high for the community.  On place—strongly against permitting bobcat trapping in Bolton.
· Could we add something about our vision includes—under people:  A community that is committed to fostering educational excellence for all our children.  We are a town that is proud of our school, and all our students’ growth will be promoted.  We welcome people of all ages.  Like all that is listed there, would like it to be more specific.  Other ideas:  
· How about a park n/ ride in town?
· A ride share online page on the Town web site—offer a ride/need a ride sit/page?
· Community solar – For all of us?  Town Office & School, Fire Station.
· Could we have support for a multi town Senior Ctr, with Richmond? Or Jericho? – or - & senior apartment housing?!
· A multi-generational daycare center with Richmond?
· Add something about educating our children and caring for our elderly.
