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THE BOLTON Gazette 
The Town of Bolton, Vermont 

“The Land of bouLders and bears” 

3045 Theodore Roosevelt Highway, Bolton VT 05676 

 

Thank you for helping to 
green up Bolton! 

Grey skies and damp weather didn’t 

diminish Green Up Day spirits in Bolton last 

month! A big thank you to Tony Barbagallo, 

Green Up Day coordinator for organizing 

this year’s festivities, to Loree Silvis and 

Darlene Aurtery for helping to organize the 

Smilie celebration & for “woman-ing” the 

grill, to Woodstack the band for to their toe 

tapping music, to Smilie School for hosting, 

to the road crew for collecting and 

transporting, and to everyone who helped to 

make Bolton cleaner and greener by picking 

up 1,100 pounds of roadside litter, plus 42 

tires, totaling 1,940 pounds of trash 

removed from our town! THANK YOU! 
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Phoebe is curious 

about this plant! 

          Phoebe’s kids’ quesTion  

of the month! 

You know me, spring is here and I love being 

outside with my humans hiking and swimming! 

We noticed this plant near Joiner Brook after I 

went swimming, and I thought it looked like the 

bamboo plants that Panda Bears eat!  But my 

humans said it wasn’t.  What kind of plant do 

you think it is?  Do you think that it is a useful 

plant?  Find out the answer in next month’s 

issue!  WOOF! Woof!!        

Last month’s answer: Did you guess that we 

used to have more than one school in Bolton?  If 

you did, you are right!  Can you believe that 

Bolton once had 10 school districts with 10 little 

schools, and that they went by numbers, not by 

names? If you stop by the Town Office, you can 

see pictures of some of the little schoolhouses, 

and a map that shows where some of the 

schoolhouses were located! 

 
 
 

        
       CLerk’s Corner 
   Amy Grover * Town Clerk & Treasurer 
                  clerkbolton@gmavt.net 

Heads up! 
The Green Mountain Bicycle Club will be 

holding an evening training ride on Thursday, 

June 15
th

. Watch out for bikers on Route 2 in 

Bolton as they ride from Jonesville to 

Waterbury and back. 

 

           Us route 2 bridge project 

This summer’s US Route 2 Bridge Project in 

Richmond (over Snipe Island Brook) was the 

topic of a public meeting at the Richmond 

Library. The project team described the project 

– when and how it would happen – and 

introduced the project’s contractor, G. W. 

Tatro. The 4-week bridge closure period will 

be later than originally planned, because of the 

extended school calendar due to snow days. 

The 28-day closure is tentatively scheduled 

for July 21 – August 18.  There will be one-

lane traffic for two weeks prior to and after the 

closure dates.  Bolton motorists headed 

north/west can utilize either I-89 or Cochran 

Road as the detour. Trucks may also use this 

route, but only if they are within the legal 

weight limits. The Town of Richmond will be 

receiving a grant to fund extra speed limit 

enforcement on Cochran Road this summer, so 

drive with care. To receive construction 

updates on the project, write Jill Barrett, Public 

Outreach Coordinator, jbarrett@fhiplan.com or 

call 802.272.1248. 

 
 

 

mailto:jbarrett@fhiplan.com


 

Smilie school news 
May has been a busy month at Smilie! The Vermont Symphony Brass Trio treated us to 

some great tunes and some very interesting facts about brass instruments, and we all 

enjoyed the concert. 

       
                               
On Green Up Day we had a small but dedicated turn out for our Smilie 

Grounds and Garden Clean Up. Thanks to Adam Severance, of Farr’s 

Tree Farm, for the truckload of free mulch, to Chris May and friends 

who made a sandbox 

cover, and all who raked, 

repaired, mulched, and 

planted!  
 

 

 

 

 
I want to give a special recognition to 

Smilie’s Guidance Counselor Dennis 

Delay and MMU’s Kristen Barker for 

piloting an innovative way to get mentors 

and mentees together. For the past few 

months, 4 students from Smilie have been 

skyping with 4 students from MMU. 

These high school mentors surprised our 

students with an “in person” visit, and a 

pizza party where they got to know each 

other even better. Everyone wants to 

continue the practice next year! What a fabulous idea!      (Continued on page 12) 
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CameL’s humP middLe sChooL news 
Spring is here at last, and with it comes warmer weather and longer days.  At this time 
of year, students at Camels Hump Middle School take more time for exploration and 
discovery on campus, in the local community, and on field trips. 
 

Our 8th graders travelled to Lowell, Massachusetts to explore the woolen mills as part 
of their studies of the industrial revolution. Again this spring, students will be working 
on amphibian crossing species inventory and rescue on Sherman Hollow Road and Wes 
White Hill Road in Huntington for the Huntington Conservation Commission and 
Vermont Reptile and Amphibian Atlas Program. Other field trips include: ECHO Center, 
Bristol Cliffs, Audubon Center in Huntington, and a Civil War re-enactment in Shelburne. 
Sixth graders will soon make the annual trek to Ottawa, Canada.  
 

On May 5th and 6th, eighteen CHMS students participated in the Vermont American 
Choral Directors Association (ACDA) Festival. The festival was designed for 125 students 
in grades 6-9 from throughout Vermont state to come together in one chorus to 
perform high-quality choral music. Students rehearsed and performed with conductor 
David Castanguay and pianist Shirley Smith. This year’s program consisted of American 
Folk Songs as well as songs in Spanish and Finnish. 
 

Spring band and chorus concert performances were May 11th for 5th and 6th graders 
and May 18th for 7th and 8th grades. As part of Burlington’s Discover Jazz Festival, the 
CHMS select chorus and jazz band will perform on Church Street on June 7th.  
 

Congratulations to 7th and 8th grade CHMS 
playwrights! Thanks to generous grant funding 
from the Vermont Arts Council and the 
National Endowment for the Arts, students 
were able to learn about the fundamentals of 
playwriting with visiting teaching artists Geeda 
Searfoorce and Joan Robinson over three 
workshop sessions at Camels Hump Middle 
School. Students participated in the 23rd 
Vermont Young Playwrights Festival at the 

Flynn Theater in Burlington on Thursday, May 11.  At the festival, plays by Lucas Ingham 
(Brix Brane and the Hotel) and Bridget Hall (Grounded) were featured and performed by 
Vermont Stage Company actors.  Plays written by Ella Villeneuve (The 'Normal' Life) and 
Kylee Michaels (Misunderstood) were read on stage.  Playwrights Theresa Christiansen 
and Kennice Rich were awarded Honorable Mention. 
 
This season’s athletic activities include inter scholastic baseball and softball as well as 
after school mountain biking, street hockey, wiffleball, and a fitness program. 
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Volunteers are needed for the CHMS community garden this 
summer. Please consider a one-week commitment to weed, 
water, and nurture the gardens. We are always looking for 
additions to the CHMS flowerbeds, should you have leftovers after 
splitting home perennials.  

 

The PROSPER Strengthening Families Program is an evidence-
based program delivered over seven weeks for sixth grade 
students and their parents or caregivers. Youth benefit by learning 
to prepare for their teen years, communicate effectively with their 
parents, deal with stress and peer pressure, and avoid alcohol and drug problems. 
Parents and caregivers enhance their parenting skills by learning to set limits, making 
house rules, encouraging positive behaviors, learning to handle stress and helping their 
children understand the negative impact of risky behaviors. If you are the parent of a 
student who will be in 6th grade next fall and are interested in the program, please 
contact mark.carbone@cesuvt.org or rebecca.thompson@cesuvt.org. 
 
On April 19-21, a cast and crew of over 40 Camel's Hump Middle School students 
delighted their peers and outside audiences with a production of Happily Forever After, 
a play by Charlie Lovett. The play told the story of Cinderella, Snow White, and Sleeping 
Beauty after the fairy tales we all know have ended and the princesses have become a 
bit bored with their all-too perfect princes. Enter Bad Bart, a beast and zoologist 
sidekick, a king and queen, a very headstrong additional princess, and a cast of creatures 
from the fairy tales (dwarfs, a mouse and a bear, plus Lou, the delivery person), and the 
scene is set for a kidnapping, a rescue attempt, and the realization that it's important to 
be careful what you wish for, and that true goodness is better than a handsome facade.  
All involved worked hard, learned a lot about the fantastic art of theatre, and had a 
marvelous time. The cast and crew would like to thank school personnel and the many 
parent volunteers who worked on the set, helped with costumes, and supported this 
wonderful event.   
 

The next meeting of the Mount Mansfield Modified Union School Board is at 6:30 pm on 
Monday, June 5th at Camels Hump Middle School. The public is invited and encouraged 
to attend. 
 

Thank you. 
Mark Carbone, Principal 
 
Photo: CHMS student Sarah Danks with 
Bernie Sanders at the Climate Rally in 
Montpelier on April 29, 2017. 
 

mailto:mark.carbone@cesuvt.org
mailto:rebecca.thompson@cesuvt.org
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CheCk ouT boLTon’s new web PaGe  
FOR SENIOR ACTIVITIES AND RESOURCES 

There is a new page on Bolton’s website devoted to providing information about 

activities and resources for our senior citizens.  Check it out at 

http://boltonvt.com/about/senior-citizen-information/   

for information on Bolton’s Senior Dinners; Community Senior Center of Bolton, 

Richmond and Huntington activities (including their weekly email newsletter and fliers 

for special events); opportunities to volunteer; and resources. 

 

Bolton residents are 

welcome to participate in 

Community Senior 

Center (CSC) events and 

can sign up for weekly email newsletters with activities and updates.  The May 14
th

 

newsletter included: an interest assessment about senior golfing at the West Bolton Golf 

Club (thank you Jeff and Mary!), Bone Builders, Pickleball, Hiking, Rug Hooking, 

Genealogy, Mah Jong, Bird Watching, Transitioning to Retirement, German, Memoir 

Writing, Bridge, French, Tai Chi, Nordic Walking, and Yoga.  There’s something for 

everyone!  A group of Bolton residents is also working with the CSC to start activities 

here in Bolton.   

For more information: join the email list:  rcsc@gmavt.net; visit the website:  

http://www.cscvt.org/ or Facebook: cscrichmondvt; or contact Martha Nye at 

martha3@gmavt.net 434-3220. 

                                         

Are you 55+? 
Become an RSVP or Foster Grandparent Volunteer! 

RSVP volunteers are carefully matched with a community organization that needs their 

skills, life experience and enthusiasm. Volunteers choose how, where, and how many 

hours they want to contribute.   

 

Foster Grandparents work in early education settings helping children who need extra 

support with early literacy, math or social skills. Our Foster Grandparent volunteers are 

respected members of their school communities and are mentors and friends to the 

children they serve. Volunteers work a minimum of 15 hours per week, but can work 

more if they like.  

 Join our group of dedicated 

and caring volunteers—we’d 

be lucky to have you! 

 

Want to learn more? 

Contact: Danielle Williams  

802-861-7821                                            

daniellew@unitedwaynwvt.org  

 

http://boltonvt.com/about/senior-citizen-information/
mailto:rcsc@gmavt.net
http://www.cscvt.org/
mailto:martha3@gmavt.net
mailto:daniellew@unitedwaynwvt.org
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Bolton Up and Down Town Club Senior Dinner 
Date: Thursday, June 22, 2017 

Time: 5 p.m. 

Place: Bolton Fire Station 

Menu: Chicken Stew & Biscuits, Salad & Dessert                                                                                 

Hope we’ll see you there! Doris Wheelock   434-3769                                  

 

Congratulations 2017 Scholarship Recipients! 
The Board of Civil Authority had an extremely difficult time awarding the 

2017 Wheeler Trust and Town Of Bolton Scholarships this year due to the  

number of very deserving, outstanding applicants.  The BCA thanks each 

applicant for their time and effort in applying, wish all well in their academic 

endeavors, and recognize and congratulate this year’s recipients:  Kathryn 

Devlin, Casey Fuller, Jordyn Gosselin, Theodore Grover and Miranda Grover. 

 

Congratulations to all of our Bolton 
graduates! 

June is graduation and recognition month and we want to 

congratulate and recognize our Bolton students…Smilie 

School 4th graders, CHMS 8th graders, MMU High 

School and Technical Center seniors and beyond; 

congratulations!  Here’s to your continued academic 

success and a lifetime love of learning. 

 

Property taxes 
Thank you to all the property owners who have 

completed payment of their 16-17 property taxes.  Your 

prompt payment allows the town to meet its financial 

obligations.  Any unpaid taxes have had the 8% penalty 

and 1% interest added, and have been turned over to the 

Delinquent Tax Collector for collection.  Some folks 

have asked if there is a grace period, or “way to get out 

of” paying the penalty and interest.  The answer to that is 

no, unless Bolton voters vote to change that process; the 

due dates, penalty and interest charges were all     

approved by Bolton voters at Town Meeting 2017. 

 

Bolton gazette information 
Reminder: The deadline for submissions is the 15th of the month for the following month’s 

edition.  We welcome all submissions in any format: stories, news, art, photographs!   

For submission or to OPT IN to receive the Bolton Gazette electronically and in color (help the 

town save $ on paper and postage costs!) email boltongazette@gmavt.net  

 

mailto:boltongazette@gmavt.net
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BOLTON NEEDS VOLUNTEERS – CAN YOU HELP? 

Bolton depends on volunteers.  Our community is evolving 

and we want you to join the Bolton Volunteer team.  What 

does that mean?  Think you don’t have time to help?  We 

have all kinds of tasks that range from helping pass out 

garbage bags for clean-up day to serving on one of the boards 

or committees that keep the town operational.  There is 

always something you can do to help our community.   

 

If you are not sure how you can help, call the office or send 

us an email to let us know you would like to be a part of the 

Bolton Volunteer team.  We will help you find a good fit for 

the time you have to offer as well as your skills and interests.  Here are some facts about 

the volunteers of 2016: 

 38 people (62 positions) on 7 boards and 2 committees invested over 1000 hours 

to keep Bolton operational.  

 The Bolton volunteer firefighters responded to 92 calls and nine days fighting 2 

forest fires. 

During the Town Plan community engagement events, great ideas were shared and now 

it’s time to start implementing some of those ideas.  Join us in making those ideas a 

reality, volunteer.  We are moving forward with the Community Committee and a 

Historical Society.  Want to help Bolton move forward with meeting the new state goals 

for alternative energy?  Perhaps the Energy Coordinator position is right for you.  

 

In short, BOLTON NEEDS YOUR HELP!  Keep an eye open for opportunities to help.  

Opportunities will be posted in the Gazette, on the Bolton website, Facebook and Front 

Porch Forum.  If you have the time and interest, volunteer to be on a board or committee 

or join the Bolton Volunteer Fire Department.  If your time is more limited, consider 

volunteering for a community event or a project.  It’s a great way to help your town and 

to strengthen the Bolton community, one of the things most valued by Bolton residents. 

 

BOLTON PLANNING COMMISSION IS LOOKING  
FOR TWO NEW MEMBERS 

The Bolton Planning Commission is looking for two new members, 

preferably from the Bolton Valley or Rt. 2/Duxbury Road 

neighborhoods.  The PC just finished the 2017 Bolton Town Plan and 

are getting ready to begin revising the Bolton Land Use and Development Regulations 

(BLUDRs).  The BLUDRs combine zoning regulations, subdivision regulations and flood 

hazard area regulations.  If you are interested in participating in local government, 

contributing to the zoning process, and/or helping the town plan growth and protect its 

natural resources, contact Carol Devlin at assistbolton@gmavt.net or 434-3064 ext. 221. 

 

 
 

mailto:assistbolton@gmavt.net
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Bolton Community Fair 

Mark your calendar for September 16, 2017 from 10-2 pm at Bolton Valley for 

the Bolton Community Fair, formally known as Bolton Market Day! 

 

This year we are expanding our efforts and are working with Bolton Valley and 

the 5k Adaptive Run.  The event will continue to be family/kid friendly and give 

you an opportunity to see the businesses your neighbors are running.  As the 

details are defined, we will be updating the ERC web page, the Bolton Gazette, Front Porch 

Forum, and our new Facebook page with more information about how to get involved and 

what fun things to expect this year. 

 

We will begin accepting Vendor applications starting in July. Stay tuned as we gear up for 

the Bolton Community Fair! 

 

Youth Businesspalooza at Bolton Valley 
 Do you have an idea for a product or service you would like to sell? 

 Are you under 18?  

 Would you like to win a prize simply because your product or service is a 

great idea? 

 Would you like to display your product, service, or business idea at the 

Bolton Community Fair on September 16, 2017 at Bolton Valley? 

 If you answered yes to the questions above, please consider putting together a 

display for the Bolton Community Fair promoting your product, service, or business idea. 

 We will have prizes for best and most creative business ideas for elementary, middle, and 

high school level youth. 

  

You have plenty of time to work on making your product, developing your business idea, and 

developing a display to promote your business, and/or sell your product! We will hold at least 

one workshop during the summer to provide support to anyone who is interested, but isn’t 

quite sure how to go from initial idea to a great display.  

 More detailed information will be available soon, but for now send an email to 

lesliepelch@gmail.com to indicate your interest (don’t worry, this is not a commitment).  

  

 Seeking Volunteers to work on the Youth Businesspalooza that will take place as part 

of the Bolton Community Fair on September 16, 2017 at Bolton Valley:  
 Coordinate the whole thing, or serve as right-hand person to the coordinator. 

 Help with administrative tasks like information management, scheduling, and 

communication. 

 Provide business development support (at least one meeting/workshop during the 

summer) 

 Provide display creation support (creative folks welcome!) 

 Work with other Bolton Community Fair participants (businesses) and community 

members to come up with great prizes.  

 Help the kids set up and break down their displays on September 16. 

 If you are interested in participating as a volunteer in any way, please let us know: 

lesliepelch@gmail.com. 

 

mailto:lesliepelch@gmail.com
mailto:lesliepelch@gmail.com
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Bolton Mapping Project 2017 
This summer you may see a small group of people digging auger holes or cutting into sand 

banks. Some of you may be contacted by this 

group, who will ask to look at the surficial 

materials on your property. The surficial 

materials are deposits left behind by glaciers 

and glacial meltwater thousands of years ago 

during glacial advance and retreat. The 

scientists are mapping these glacial deposits in 

Bolton and developing maps for groundwater 

resources, landslide-prone areas, and unique 

geologic features such as the Bolton Potholes.   

  

Dr. Stephen Wright (University of Vermont), 

student interns, and the Vermont Geological Survey are working together to create maps that 

identify favorable areas of groundwater (for drinking and fire protection), depict groundwater 

recharge areas and depth to bedrock, locate interesting features such as glacial potholes and 

eskers, and locate potentially unstable slopes. Ultimately, the geologic data is assembled in 

the office using Geographic Information Software (GIS). For each map, a cross section is 

drawn that depicts what one would see at depth in the third-dimension. For examples, see 

http://dec.vermont.gov/sites/dec/files/geo/OpenFile/VG112Randolph.pdf or visit our 

groundwater studies page at http://dec.vermont.gov/geological-survey/groundwater. 

  

The maps help towns and landowners plan for future water supplies. The study is being 

funded in part through a federal grant awarded to the Vermont Geological Survey (VGS) in 

the Department of Environmental Conservation. The VGS receives funding for basic 

mapping through the U.S. Geological Survey STATEMAP program. In order to be selected 

for mapping, towns or other public entities annually apply to the Vermont STATEMAP 

committee.  

  

The scientists are required to have landowner permission to access the property, but 

otherwise they are unobtrusive and may only need to spend an hour or so walking the land. 

They appreciate volunteer help and any guidance landowners can offer about prime sand pit 

or sand bank locations. The study will start in June and run through May 2018. For more 

information, please contact Marjorie Gale, Vermont State Geologist, at 802-522-5210 or 

Marjorie.gale@vermont.gov or Stephen Wright at Stephen.wright@uvm.edu. 

 

Town of Bolton Employment Opportunities! 
The town is still seeking a part-time summer road crew person averaging 8 hours per 

week, and a part-time year round board clerk averaging 8 hours per month. See the job 

descriptions on the Town of Bolton website:http://boltonvt.com/about/employment-opportunities/ 

 
 
 

http://dec.vermont.gov/sites/dec/files/geo/OpenFile/VG112Randolph.pdf
http://dec.vermont.gov/geological-survey/groundwater
mailto:Marjorie.gale@vermont.gov
mailto:Stephen.wright@uvm.edu
http://boltonvt.com/about/employment-opportunities/
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Once again, Smilie students took their annual walk to the East Bolton 

cemetery where they were honored to place American flags at the 

graves of Bolton’s veterans in time for Memorial Day.  

 

With our thanks to Betty Wheelock, Cemetery Comissioner, for 

arranging for the purchase of the flags.  
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May 20

th
 was our Plant Sale, & Car Wash! Perfect plants for sale, a great assortment of 

baked goods, face painting and a bouncy house kept everyone hopping!  The car wash 

was also a success in raising funds for the 4
th

 grade trip to Arbortrek.  

                                               
Thanks to MMU students from the advisory groups of Mr. Richards and Mr. Knox, our 

garden shed is painted and our garden walkways mulched. 

                                           
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For our Memorial Day Assembly, all students were able to see photos of the 4th graders 

placing the flags at the East Bolton Cemetery. We saw a short video about Memorial Day 

and sang some patriotic songs. It was a great ending to the week. May we all remember 

to never forget. 

  
June is coming quickly and it is full of wonderful activities for the staff and students 

alike. The fourth graders have a big track meet at MMU on Thursday, June 1. Our district 

“Step Up Day” is on Friday, June 2 this year, when all students get to meet their new 

teacher (or new school) as they proceed to the next grade! We will have an end of the 

barbecue and fun field day. Our very last day for students and staff is Tuesday, June 20. 

It’s been an exciting learning year for everyone!  

 
 

 

                                                                       


