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town mEEting  
monday, march 5, 2018 

Town Meeting 2018 is just around the corner – look 
for more information about Town Meeting in the 
February Gazette.   
 
Petitions for offices can be requested from the town 
office, and are due back to the town office by 
Monday, January 29, 2018. 
 
Voter backed petitions for articles are due back to 
the town office by Thursday, January 18, 2018.  
 
Offices open and up for election/re-election are: 
Grand Juror – 1 year term 
Town Agent – 1 year term 
Town Constable – 1 year term 
Town Moderator – 1 year term 
Select Board – 2 year term 
Select Board – 3 year term 
 
As of press time, it is of great concern that the town 
is still searching for at least two community 
members to run for the two open Select Board seats.  
Do you have an interest in helping to govern our 
town?  As one longtime resident stated: “Many of us 
have done our service to our town, it’s now time for 
some of the younger members of our community to 
become involved and invested in our future by 
stepping up and volunteering to help govern our 
town.” 

 
 

thE bolton gazEttE 
thE town of bolton, vErmont 

“thE land of bouldErs and bEars” 
3045 thEodorE roosEvElt highway, bolton vt 05676 

 

 

 
 

 
wintEr sunsEt at prEston pond 
With thanks and photo credit to Rob Mullen 
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phoEbE tastE tEsts hEr nEw  

2018 dog tag! 

          phoEbE’s kids’ quEstion  

of thE month! 

I am so excited; I have my new 2018 dog tag! I know 

having a tag helps to keep me safe - humans know 

that I have been vaccinated against rabies (a terrible, 

contagious disease!), and if I get lost, someone that 

finds me can help me get home again.  Be sure to help 

your four legged family members be safe too, and get 

their 2018 dog license and tag by April 1st! Now on to 

my question!  We’ve discovered what kind of dogs 

there were the most and least of in Bolton, but what 

do you think is the most popular dog’s name? Find 

out in next month’s issue!  woof! woof!!   

If you guessed that Bolton Valley is the only ski area 

there has ever been in Bolton, you guessed wrong!  

Back in the 1970s there was another little ski area 

named “Oxbow” off Notch Road in West Bolton that 

was owned by the Mullen family. One of my humans 

remembers going to ski there as a little kid with his 

family.  Do you think he liked it?  Find out, and learn 

more about Oxbow on page 11! 

 

 
 
 

        
       clErk’s cornEr 
     amy grovEr * town clErk & trEasurEr 
                  clErkbolton@gmavt.nEt 

community thank yous 
Senior Holiday Baskets: A special thank you to 
Darlene Autery for her hard work three previous years 
spearheading the organization of the Senior Holiday 
Baskets, and to Leslie Pelch and Anne Clegg for 
stepping forward this year to take on that task.  Thank 
you to all of the generous donors, volunteers, Smilie 
students and staff for making the baskets such a 
success this year.  Be on the look-out during 2018 for 
additional  fundraising efforts to support the 
continuation of Bolton’s Senior Holiday Basket 
tradition.  See page 3 for Smilie’s pictures and news 
about their part in the Senior Holiday Baskets, and 
additional pictures on page 12! 
 
Planning Commission: Thank you to Jim Bralich for 
his 18 years as a member of the Planning 
Commission! Thank you to Kaelyn Modrak for 
volunteering to join the Planning Commission, and 
who was appointed to fill Jim’s seat. 
 
Constable: Thank you to Chris Laberge for serving as 
Town Constable for the last several years, and to 
Jeffrey Leete for stepping in to take on that office and 
the office of Animal Control Officer.  Thanks to Rob 
Mullen for also stepping forward to take on the office 
of an additional Animal Control Officer.  

 

thank you from thE  
mmu acadEmic boostErs 

Thanks come from the MMU Academic Boosters to 
the Bolton Store and Bolton Valley Resort for their 
support of the 2017-2018 Honor Roll Rewards 
Program. This program recognizes the academic 
achievement of students who make the MMU honor 
roll by enlisting local businesses to offer free products 
or special pricing to those students.  Many thanks to 
both the Bolton Store and Bolton Valley for their 
continued support of this program.   
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smiliE school nEws 
Senior Holiday Baskets 
Third graders were busy December 15th organizing the donated foods for our seniors into categories and counting 
how many items we had of each. A big thanks to Mrs. Cole and her kindergarten students for decorating the 
donation boxes for our food drive, and the cards that they made for each senior basket were just lovely! 

    
Later that afternoon, we were joined by several dedicated community volunteers; Leslie Pelch, Anne Clegg, Susan 
Post, Anya Farr, Shonna Hunter, and their children, and we all rallied together to get the beautiful crates filled. The 
crates were donated by Ray Streeter, (Walker’s Uncle), and the VYCC donated large bags of root vegetables. Each 
crate was filled with a large ham, canned goods, cookies, crackers and cheese! The crates were topped off by 2 pot 
holders (74 of them!), crocheted by Jeanne Barner. 

            
On December 16, about 14 of us headed out into the community with our cars full of cheer. My partner was Tonya 
Wheelock and it turned out that Tonya was related to the first 3 people on our list! We had great conversations with 
the seniors who gratefully accepted our gifts. It was the most heartwarming experience I have had in a long time! 
At a very deep level, I felt what Virginia Haviland will be describing when she writes about Smilie School being 
the ‘HUB” of the Bolton community. *Please note that the “bottles of cheer” shown in several photos are non-
alcoholic sparkling cider!* 

         
                                                                                    smiliE nEws continuEd nExt pagE 
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The school celebrated Winterfest on December 9th and we enjoyed the great turn out. Families 
enjoyed a home cooked breakfast of eggs, sausage, muffins, and fresh fruit.  There were crafts for 
the kids to make, including picture frames to hold their pictures with Santa and his Elf. The 
holiday market was a hopping success, the children had so much fun shopping for their family 
members and wrapping the gifts.    

   
 

                   
   

Many of our scholars have 
been publishing their written 
pieces and sharing what they 
have written with their 
classmates. Here is our 
kindergarten class sharing a 
writing celebration! 

 
Smilie Family Time happens every Wednesday. Students are paired with friends from different 
classrooms and they do an activity together. In December, students read together. 

 
May you all have a Safe 
and Happy New Year! 
Barbara Tomasi-Gay 
Smilie Principal 
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Camel’s Hump Middle School News 

The first trimester of the 2017-18 school year has flown by. This year the CHMS community has 
embraced a “Kindness Matters” effort. Students are learning that their words and actions really do 
matter, and a kind word or gesture goes a long way. 
 
CHMS teachers are working diligently with readers and writers to meet the literacy standards and 
with student scientists to implement the Next Generation Science Standards (NGSS). The NGSS 
are a set of expectations for what students should be able to do and set the learning goals for 
students, but do not describe how students get there. 

 

Many thanks again this year to Ralph and Rachel Towers as well as Dennis Bolio and Susan  
Turcotte who own Industrial Four, Inc., for their generous support of the CHMS Pumpkin 
Chunkin’ event.  All proceeds from Pumpkin Chunkin’ go directly to the PROSPER program, a 
family and student engagement program co-sponsored by the UVM Extension. PROSPER 
participants benefit by learning to prepare for their teen years, communicate effectively with their 
parents, deal with stress and peer pressure, and develop their pro-social decision making skills. 
Parents and caregivers enhance their parenting skills by learning to set limits, making house rules, 
encouraging positive behaviors, learning to handle stress and helping their children understand 
the negative impact of risky behaviors. This Fall’s Pumpkin Chunkin’ event had eight teams 
competing.  Once again Matt and Ethan Moultroup had the longest throw of the day at 302 feet.  
  
Did you know that one in seven Vermont children struggle with hunger? In November, Camel’s 
Hump Middle School students spent time discussing what it means to be food insecure and ran a 
food drive to gather non-perishable food items for our school’s backpack program. Five years 
ago, CHMS established this program to address food insecurity here in our school 
community.  Congratulations to our students who collected well over 1300 items (10 weeks of the 
backpack program) for the food drive and thank you to those who gave so generously.  
   
Open House will soon be here! Once again, we will host hundreds of middle-schoolers and their 
families over two nights in celebration of winter and the youth’s progress since 
September. On Thursday, January 17, Open House for 7th & 8th Grades will be from 6:00-8:00 
pm and on Thursday, January 24, Open House for 5th & 6th Grades will also run from 6:00-8:00 
pm. Open House attendees will be treated to choral and band concerts as well as ice skating under 
the lights, weather permitting. Artwork from all grades will line the halls of the school. Student 
projects will be in abundance throughout classrooms and in display cases. Open House gives 
students an excellent opportunity to share their accomplishments with family and friends. We 
welcome any and all community members to our open house.   
 
The next meeting of the Mt. Mansfield Modified Union School District will be January 8, 2018, 6:30pm at 

Mt. Mansfield Union High School. The public is invited and encouraged to attend. 
Mark Carbone, Principal, Camels Hump Middle School 
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into thE woods - harvEst in thE ppca 

 
You may have heard through Front Porch Forum, the 
Bolton Gazette, or word of mouth, that we’re doing some 
forest management over the next couple winters in the 
Preston Pond Conservation Area (PPCA). This timber 
harvest will be cut by local logger Kyle Pratt, of Stage 
Road, with timber marked and the job supervised by 
myself. The harvesting, concentrated in the south and 
southeast of the property (which we will call the “harvest 
area”), is guided by the PPCA’s Forest Management 
Plan, approved in autumn 2017 by the Bolton Select 
Board. Last Saturday, as advertised on Front Porch 
Forum and in the Gazette, we had a public walk of the 

PPCA to look at the timber that has been marked and talk about the goals of the job. If you 
couldn’t make it, you will have several more chances to look at the job over the next couple 
years.  
 
 In addition to complying with the management plan, the main goals of this forest management 
are to improve wildlife habitat and forest health in the PPCA, encourage the growth of high 
quality trees, and to capture value in declining and low-quality trees. A portion of this value will 
be used to provide Bolton residents with firewood.  
 
Most portions of the PPCA began to succeed from cow 
and sheep pasture to forest around the 1940’s.  Steeper, 
rockier, and more remote areas were likely allowed to 
reforest earlier than this, whereas areas with gentler 
slopes, deeper soils, and those located closer to roads 
were probably kept open longer. The PPCA was cut 
periodically over the next 50 years, with significant 
harvesting in the 1970’s, and 1990’s. We don’t know 
exactly what was cut during these timber harvests, but 
anecdotally what they removed in the more recent cut 
was “junk,” mostly low-quality red maple, aspen and 
white birch.  
 
The PPCA’s history resulted in forests that are effectively even-aged, dominated by trees of a 
uniform height, age and size. The woods in the harvest area is dominated by shade-tolerant and 
mid-tolerant hardwoods (sugar maple, ash, yellow birch) which established in the 1940’s and 
were periodically released by logging and natural disturbances.  
 
Dominant trees in the harvest area feature a high proportion of Unacceptable Growing Stock 
(UGS), a term given to trees which are in some way defective or in poor health. This UGS 
consists of declining white ash, poplar, white birch, and red maple, in addition to many trees with 
butt and trunk scarring and wounding from careless logging. Some trees with logging damage  
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appear to be vigorous and healthy, but in many cases this damage has caused them to become 
unhealthy.   
 
Regeneration in the harvest area is very sparse, dominated by non-commercial species, such as 
striped maple and hobblebush and beech. The quantity and quality of regeneration can be 
attributed to a couple of factors. First, the fact that the PPCA has not been logged or otherwise 
disturbed for decades means that there has been little light hitting the forest floor. Secondly, deer 
and moose browse in the PPCA is heavy. These herbivores preferentially browse many of the 
same tree species that we wish to grow, and so their presence encourages the growth of non-
commercial species and beech. In the harvest area, I have directed the logger to leave tree tops 
and branches high, to shield some of the new regeneration we will be creating from herbivory.  
 
By harvesting in the PPCA, we can address many of the issues described above. We will create 
small pockets of regeneration, increasing the “structural diversity” of the forest. Creating young 
forest, and a variety of different ages of trees, provides browse for deer, moose and other 
herbivores, and excellent songbird habitat, in addition to providing a diverse array of conditions 
beneficial to most wildlife species. At the same time, we will encourage the growth of the highest 
quality trees in the PPCA. This is done by removing trees which are declining, defective, or 
crowding the most vigorous, healthy trees in the stand. Releasing our highest-quality trees from 
competition helps them grow more efficiently, and removes competitive stresses, equipping them 
with more energy to respond to disturbances and pests. Finally, in the course of our management 
we will capture the value in trees that satisfy the above objectives. The timber we cut will be 
turned into firewood and sawlogs, contributing local, renewable forest resources into Vermont’s 
economy and providing an allotment of firewood for Bolton residents.  
 
In all forest management, the goal is to achieve the maximum benefit while maintaining or 
enhancing the quality of the site. The maximum benefit for the PPCA, as defined in the 2017 
Management Plan, is a combination of recreational and ecological objectives. As stated in the 
management plan, the goal for this area is to be a working forest and recreational resource 
forever.  I believe that the management that we are doing is a good first step in this direction. 
Ethan Tapper is the Chittenden County Forester, and a Bolton landowner. He can be reached at 
(802)-585-9099, at ethan.tapper@vermont.gov, or at his office at 111 West Street, Essex unction.  
                                             

WILD GAME DINNER 
VENISON, BEAR, MOOSE, WILD TURKEY & MORE! 

Dessert and beverage included! 
Saturday, January 27, 2018, 4 p.m. ~ 7 p.m. 

Smilie School, Bolton                  
Hosted by the Lake Champlain Longbeards Chapter of the National Wild 

Turkey Federation 
         LIMITED SEATING ~ RESERVATIONS ARE APPRECIATED! 

$12 per person 
$5 for a child under 12 
$10 for Senior Citizens 

For reservations or more information call RON LAFRENIERE at 802-434-4274 
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. clErk’s cornEr continuEd from pagE 2 
 

bolton up and down town club sEnior dinnEr 
After the hectic holidays do you want to just relax and have dinner 
served to you? Then come join fellow seniors for a Prime Rib 
dinner! 
When: Thursday, January 25, 2018 
Where: Smilie School 
Time: 5:00 PM 
Menu: Prime Rib, Baked Potatoes, Broccoli Mix and Dessert 
 
Your RSVP is REQUIRED (so that ample Prime Rib can be purchased!), so please 
contact Doris for your reservation at 434-3769 by January 20th!  
 

gEt your 2018 dog licEnsE and a chancE  
to win a frEE 2019 dog licEnsE 

The 2018 purple shield tags (voted by the Smilie School students!) are in 
and we are ready to license your dog by April 1st per VT law.   All dogs 
registered by April 1st will be entered into the drawing to win a free 2019 

dog license, with the winner announced on April 4, 2018! A current rabies certificate is 
required for a license, and the 2018 fees are as follows: 
Prior to April 1st: neutered $9, un-neutered $13 
After April 1st: neutered $11, un-neutered $17 
We are happy to issue licenses by mail.  Please contact the town office if you need more 
information, or get your license form (under Animal Control on the Forms and 
Documents page) from the town website: http://boltonvt.com/animal-control/                     
 

fun fact 

Can you guess which Town Official was once tasked 
with operating “Ivan, the Terra Bus?”  Find out in the 
February 2018 Gazette!  
 

bolton gazEttE information 
Reminder: The deadline for submissions is the 15th of the month for the following 
month’s edition.  Your submissions of any type and in any format are more than 
welcome!!! To OPT IN to receive the Bolton Gazette electronically and in color (help the 
town save $ on paper and postage costs!) email boltongazette@gmavt.net  
 
 
 
 The third installment of property taxes is due on Thursday, February 15, 2018 

http://boltonvt.com/animal-control/
mailto:boltongazette@gmavt.net
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history’s mystEriEs 

bolton schools 
 

The Bolton Community Network (BCN) has a history group that is actively meeting.  At our last 
meeting, we looked at the many schools there have been in Bolton.  Did you know that once there 
were 7 or 8 schools in Bolton?  We are still looking to fill in some blanks on the information we 
have about the schools.  Do you have any of the missing information?  Do you have stories to 
share?  Do you have pictures that we can scan and return to you?  Please call Carol at 434-3064 
ext. 221 or email her at assistbolton@gmavt.net  

DISTRICT 
NO. 

SCHOOL NAME(S) LOCATION TEACHERS 

1 Pinneo Flats, and after 
1927, Memorial 

Rt. 2, near Pinneo Brook Mrs. Teats 
Mr. Cyrs (or Sears) 

2  School House Corner (across from 
the gravel pit) 

 

3 Barrett’s/Lancor’s On Stage Road. shortly after it 
enters Bolton.  “Doctor’s corner?” 

 

4 Standard School on the corner of Stage Road 
& Mill Brook Road 

 

4 Central Mill Brook Road  
5 Station Where the Fire Station currently is 

located 
Don Cyrs (or Sears) 

6*    
7 Fiddock School Duxbury Road, across from the 

bottom of Honey Hollow Road 
 

8  Near the top of Honey Hollow Road  
9*    
10 No School?   

*  District #6 and #9 are not on the map of Bolton. 
 
We have also heard of a school on the east 
side of the Bolton Valley Access Road near 
the sugar house area.  We are looking for 
any information (including name, number, 
teacher, etc.). 
 
School No. 1.  Pinneo Flats School, washed 
away during the 1927 flood.  The school 
was rebuilt as Memorial School. 
 
School No. 4.  There were two schools in 
District No. 4.  Standard school was on the 
corner of Stage/Mill Brook/Nashville 
Roads.  It burned down in the early to mid-
1930s.  Central School was formerly both a church and the local Grange, located on Mill Brook 
Road. 
Photo credit: Homer Locke circa 1910 “Barrett’s (#3) School” 

 
 

 

mailto:assistbolton@gmavt.net
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BOLTON COMMUNITY CALENDAR  

 

   
JANUARY 2018 
Coffee for Caregivers Dinner – Monday, January 8, 6 p.m. at the Kilpecks, 895 Duxbury 
Road.  Menu:  Soups, crusty bread and dessert 
Come meet with fellow Bolton residents who are caring for someone.  Enjoy conversation with 
others who understand the challenges and rewards of caregiving. 
 
Bolton History Group - Saturday, January 13, 1-3 p.m. at the Town Office 
January’s topic will be memories of town meetings and continuing to identify pictures. 
 
Bolton Valley Winter Market Sundays, January 14 and 28, 1-5 p.m. at the Sports Center 
See your neighbors and visit vendors with fabulous products for sale at the Bolton Valley Winter 
Markets. 
 
Economic Resource Committee (ERC) – Tuesday, January 16, 6 p.m. at the Town Office 
The ERC will resume meetings to continue developing a database of local business and to start 
planning the 2018 Bolton Community Fair. 
 
Contra Dance – Saturday, January 27, 7:30 p.m. at the Richmond Library 
 
Bolton Community Network (BCN) Monthly Meeting – Monday, January 29, 5:30 – 7 p.m. at 
the Town Office. Working to increase community connections through a variety of services 
and activities. 
 
Game Time for All Ages – Sunday, January 21, 3 – 5 p.m. at Smilie School. 
Have fun playing board games, cards, and quiet floor games with neighbors from all generations. 
 
FEBRUARY 2018 
Contra Dance at Smilie School, Saturday, February 17, 7:30 p.m. to 10:30 p.m. 
 
Presentation by the Vermont State Geologist Thursday, February 22, 6:00 p.m. at Smilie 
School 

  Topic TBA.
 
Bolton Community Network (BCN) Monthly Meeting – Monday, February 26, 5:30 – 7 p.m. 
at the Town Office. Working to increase community connections through a variety of 
services and activities. 
 
ONGOING EVENTS 
Senior Pickle Ball at Bolton Valley – Weekly – Mondays from 5-8 p.m. excluding 12/25, 1/1,  
1/15 and 2/19 at the Bolton Valley Sports Center 
New Participants (including non-seniors) welcome! There will be a $3/session fee or a season 
pickleball pass for $30.  Bolton Valley Ski pass holders already have a season sports center pass.  
Sponsored by the Community Senior Center of Bolton, Richmond & Huntington (CSC). 
 
For a complete list of CSC offerings (like the weekly Current World Affairs discussion on 
Thursdays, 10 a.m. – noon at the Richmond Library!): 
www.boltonvt.com/senior-citizen-information/  
Check in to see details for upcoming senior skiing and Nordic Center access. 
  

For details on events and TBA dates, see Upcoming 
Meetings and Events at  
www.boltonvt.com/about/bolton-community-club/  

http://www.boltonvt.com/senior-citizen-information/
http://www.boltonvt.com/about/bolton-community-club/
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oxbow ski aEa 

Oxbow Ski Area, a “gentle hill” in West Bolton off of Notch Road, operated from 1971 until 
1976, and was owned by the Mullen family.  “Two-three main trails (with several smaller loops) 
were featured on its 600 foot drop. According to the Vermont Tramway inspection forms, the 
area originally had two pony lifts (1360' combined length), as well as a 500' rope tow during its 
opening season of 1971-1972. Then, for the 1972-1973 season, a 1475' long T-bar from Mad 
River Glen was installed, and the other lifts were removed. The area lasted until 1976, when 
rising costs contributed to its closure.” From http://www.nelsap.org/vt/oxbow.html   

Jerry Mullen noted that:  “We had night skiing at one time, but were sabotaged, when the wires 
were cut down during a time when the price of copper scrap was tempting to folks of ill 
repute.  What finally killed it was the insurance. There were a couple of law suits over injuries, 
when people had gone into areas that had been marked off by ski areas as being unsafe.  You 
would expect that in such a case a court would hold the person who disregarded the signs as being 
at fault, but emotions prevailed and the ski areas were found liable.  Small areas could not even 
get insurance, and Oxbow, along with Underhill Ski Bowl and dozens of others all went under.” 
 
Tim Grover (one of Phoebe’s humans!) remembers some not so fond memories of going to 
Oxbow as a little boy with his family to ski – of mittens frozen on the rope tow and freezing cold 
fingers, of many falls, and of being cold and wet! On the upside?  “There was a lot of snow!” 
 
Learn more about New England’s “Lost Ski Areas” at http://www.nelsap.org/  

Newspaper Photo from the Burlington Free Press 1994 

 

 

http://www.nelsap.org/vt/oxbow.html
http://www.nelsap.org/
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vt E-cyclEs program 
Our Highway Staff noted their disbelief upon discovering a HUGE TV 
discarded up on Honey Hollow Road. Did you know that certain 
electronics are accepted at NO CHARGE at CSWD facilities as part of 
the VT E-cycles Program?  It probably cost whomever junked the TV up 
there more in gas $ and their time than it would have to bring that TV to 
the closest CSWD facility and leave it for free!  Find out more about 
CSWD electronics recycling at: 

https://cswd.net/recycling/electronics/  

thanks again holiday sEnior 
baskEt hElpErs!  

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

https://cswd.net/recycling/electronics/
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