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Town Meeting  
Monday, March 6, 2017 

Town Meeting 2017 is just around the corner – 

look for more information about Town Meeting 

in the February Gazette.   

 

Petitions for offices can be requested from the 

town office, and are due back to the town office 

by Monday, January 30, 2017. 

 

Voter backed petitions for articles are due back 

to the town office by Thursday, January 19, 

2017.  

 

The new Election Day voter registration law 

goes into effect on January 1, 2017. See page 2 

for more information.  

 

Offices open and up for election/re-election are: 

Delinquent Tax Collector – 1 year term 

Grand Juror – 1 year term 

Town Agent – 1 year term 

Town Constable – 1 year term 

Town Moderator – 1 year term 

Select Board – 2 year term 

Select Board – 3 year term 

Town Clerk – 3 year term 

Treasurer – 3 year term 

 

Please join your community at Town Meeting 

2017.  We will begin the evening with our 

traditional community potluck dinner at 5:45 

p.m. at Smilie School – hope to see you there! 

 

THE BOLTON Gazette 
The Town of Bolton, Vermont 

“The Land of bouLders and bears” 

3045 Theodore Roosevelt Highway, Bolton VT 05676 
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 CLerk’s Corner ConTinued page 8    

   

Phoebe Taste tests her new  

2017 dog tag! 

          phoebe’s kids’ quesTion  

of the month! 

I am so excited; I have my new 2017 dog tag! I know 

having a tag helps to keep me safe - humans know that I 

have been vaccinated against rabies (a terrible, 

contagious disease!), and if I get lost, someone that finds 

me can help me get home again.  Be sure to help your 

four legged family members be safe too, and get their 

2017 dog license and tag by April 1
st
! Now on to my 

question!  We discovered what kind of dogs there were 

the most of in Bolton (remember it was a “mixed 

breed,” with Golden Retrievers and German Shepherds 

tying for 2
nd

), but do you know what kind of dogs there 

are the fewest of in Bolton? Find out in next month’s 

issue!  WOOF! Woof!!    

Did you guess how much of our town is forested?  If 

you guessed over 90%, you are right!  In fact I heard 

some humans saying that 92% of Bolton is all forests!  

Do you think that is the same as many years ago?  If you 

said no, you are right again, because we all know that 

many of Bolton’s trees were cut and sent to sawmills to 

be cut into lumber!  See a neat draft map of Bolton’s 

forests (some humans call it “land cover”) on page 10!       

 

 
 
 

        
       CLerk’s Corner 
     Amy Grover * Town Clerk & Treasurer 
                  clerkbolton@gmavt.net 

Thank you from the  
MMU Academic boosters 

Thanks comes from the MMU Academic 

Boosters to the Bolton Store and Bolton Valley 

Resort for their support of the 2016 – 2017 

Honor Roll Rewards Program. This program 

recognizes the academic achievement of 

students who make the MMU honor roll by 

enlisting local businesses to offer free products 

or special pricing to those students.  Many 

thanks to both the Bolton Store and Bolton 

Valley for their continued support of this 

program.   

 

VermonT’s New Election day 
voter registration law 

Vermont’s new Election Day voter registration 

law goes into effect on January 1, 2017.  

As of that date: 

  

1.     Eligible residents will be able to register 

to vote on any day up to and including Election 

Day; 

 

2.     Registration will be available at the town 

office on any day prior to the election during 

our normal business hours; 

 

3.     Registration will be available on Election 

Day at Smilie School during the hours the polls 

are open: 7 a.m. – 7 p.m. 

 

Residents may also register online.  More 

information is available at: 

www.sec.state.vt.us/elections.aspx  

 

http://www.sec.state.vt.us/elections.aspx
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smilie school news 
 

Season’s Greetings to everyone! We have been very busy here at Smilie over the past month. 

The kindergarten and preschoolers worked together on a project based learning unit. They 

chose and animal to study and then worked together to create that animal’s habitat. They 

created a fox and a bear den, and homes for squirrels and chipmunks. 

           
 

          
 

 

Here is a link to our Animal Habitat video! 

 

 

 

Smilie school news continued next page  
 

 

  

 
  

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0jdv_7SZqMQ&feature=em-subs_digest
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0jdv_7SZqMQ&feature=em-subs_digest
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0jdv_7SZqMQ&feature=em-subs_digest
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We collected food for the Bolton Senior Holiday 

Baskets, and as you can see from the photo below, 

everyone was very generous! Darlene Autery 

again spearheaded this great initiative and we 

were very happy to help out. Our 4th graders 

organized the food to look like New York City! The 

baskets were delivered to our Senior citizens 

before Christmas. 

 
 
Camel’s Hump Middle School News 
Did you know that one in seven Vermont children struggle with hunger? In 
October, Camels Hump Middle School students spent time discussing what it 
means to be food insecure and ran a food drive to gather non-perishable food 
items for our school’s backpack program. Four years ago CHMS established this 
program to address food insecurity here in our school community.  We have 
been able to operate this program with the assistance of the High School’s 
annual food drive, the local Lions Club and many other community supporters. 
Congratulations to our students who collected well over 1700 items for the food 
drive and thank you to those who gave so generously.    
 

And many thanks again this year to Ralph and Rachel Towers, as well as Dennis 
Bolio and Susan Turcotte who own Industrial Four, Inc., for their generous 
support of the CHMS Pumpkin Chunkin’ event.  All proceeds from Pumpkin 
Chunkin’ go directly to the PROSPER program, a family and student 
engagement program co-sponsored by the UVM Extension. PROSPER 
participants benefit by learning to prepare for their teen years, communicate 
effectively with their parents, deal with stress and peer pressure, and avoid 
alcohol and drug problems. Parents and caregivers enhance their parenting skills 
by learning to set limits, making house rules, encouraging positive behaviors, 
learning to handle stress and helping their children understand the negative 
impact of risky behaviors. This fall’s Pumpkin Chunkin’ event had 10 teams 
competing--with the longest throw of the day being 236 feet!  

Camels Hump Middle School was the recipient of a grant from the National 
Endowment for the Arts and Vermont Arts Council. Thanks to the support, 
seventh and eighth graders have the opportunity to participate in Vermont Young 
Playwrights. As part of this program, a professional playwright/teaching artist will 
visit CHMS three times. During these visits, students will be introduced to the 
fundamentals of playwriting, write short plays, offer feedback to one another, and 
revise their work with guidance from the visiting artist. One play from CHMS will  

                                                  CHMS news continued next page 
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be performed on stage by the Vermont Stage Company at the Flynn Center and 
another play from CHMS will receive a public reading during the Vermont Young 
Playwrights Festival on Thursday, May 11. 

For the past few weeks, Sequoia and Spark students have embarked on an 
exciting writing adventure. They are participating in the Young Writers Project 
(YWP)--National Novel Writing Month (NaNoWriMo). NaNoWriMo is an online, 
creative writing program that takes place all over the world during the month of 
November. The overall goal is for a young person to write a complete novel in 
one month. Although each student selects their own level of challenge in the form 
of total word count (typically between 6,200 and 20,000 words), the goal is the 
same--for each student to plan, write, revise, and edit a novel in 30 days! 
Students who complete their novel will have the opportunity to have it bound and 
possibly published. CHMS looks forward to having several young people be 
honored with published pieces.  

Once again, we will host hundreds of middle-schoolers and their families over 
two nights in celebration of winter and the youth’s progress since September. On 
Thursday, January 19, Open House for 7th & 8th Grades will be from 6:00-8:00 
pm and on Thursday, January 26, Open House for 5th & 6th Grades will also run 
from 6:00-8:00 pm. Open House attendees will be treated to choral and band 
concerts as well as ice skating under the lights, weather permitting. Artwork from 
all grades will line the halls of the school. Student projects will be in abundance 
throughout classrooms and in display cases. Open House gives students an 
excellent opportunity to share their accomplishments with family and friends. We 
welcome any and all community members to our open house.   
 

The next meeting of the Mt. Mansfield Modified Union School District will be 
January 9, 2017, 6pm at Mt. Mansfield Union High School. The public is invited 
and encouraged to attend.  
 

Mark Carbone, Principal, Camels Hump Middle School 

     
Mark Carbone, Rachel & Ralph Towers       Dennis Bolio & Susan Turcotte 
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SAVE THE DATE 

PLANNING COMMISSION HEARING ON THE 2017 

BOLTON TOWN PLAN 

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 9, 2017 

6-8 p.m. 

SMILIE MEMORIAL ELEMENTARY SCHOOL 

BABYSITTING PROVIDED 

 

The Bolton Town Plan writing process is coming to 

an end!   Many thanks to the Bolton residents who 

attended the Planning Commission’s forum on 

December 5, 2016! The group had a very productive 

round table discussion about what the Town should 

prioritize over the next eight years. The Planning 

Commission has used that discussion to rank the 

objectives of the Town Plan. The top five objectives are:  

 

1. Provide public services while maintaining a sustainable property tax rate, and seek 

revenue sources beyond property taxes. 

2. “Zoning” (The Bolton Land Use and Development Regulations) will be revised as 

appropriate to clarify them and increase their ease of interpretation, to ensure consistency 

with state policies and to advance the town’s development goals. 

3. Encourage Bolton Valley Resort to become a successful four-season resort able to 

thrive during an era of warmer weather and less snow. 

4. Cooperate with key stakeholders such as Bolton Valley Resort, the Catamount Trail 

Association, the Climbing Access Resource Group, Cross Vermont Trail Association, the 

Green Mountain Club, Smilie School, the Vermont Association of Snow Travelers, and 

local landowners to ensure that Bolton’s recreational areas are protected, improved, 

sustainably managed and safe for all users.  

5. Discuss the future of West Bolton with the community and determine the feasibility of 

increased “hamlet” development. 

You can read the full list of objectives, as well as a list of the actions the Town will take 

to meet them, at http://boltonvt.com/townplan/ 

 

The first hearing on the Town Plan will be hosted by the Planning Commission on 

Thursday, February 9, 2017, 6 pm at Smilie School. Residents are encouraged to 

attend and offer feedback on the full Town Plan. Materials will be available on 

January 10, 2017 and can be found at http://boltonvt.com/townplan/  After the 

hearing, the Planning Commission will work to incorporate comments, and the 

document will be sent to the Select Board for the Select Board’s public hearing, 

tentatively scheduled for April 13, 2017.  

http://boltonvt.com/townplan/
http://boltonvt.com/townplan/
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WILD GAME DINNER 

VENISON, BEAR, MOOSE, WILD TURKEY & MORE! 

Dessert and beverage included! 

Saturday, February 4, 2017, 4 p.m. ~ 7 p.m. 

Smilie School, Bolton                  

Hosted by the Lake Champlain Longbeards Chapter of the National Wild 

Turkey Federation 

         LIMITED SEATING ~ RESERVATIONS ARE APPRECIATED! 

$10 per person 

$5 for a child under 12 

$10 for Senior Citizens 

For reservations or more information call RON LAFRENIERE at 802-434-4274 

 

From Vermont Health Connect 
Do you need health insurance? Vermont Health Connect's 

Open Enrollment period runs now through January 31, 2017—

and if you don't have health insurance, or would like to make a 

change to your existing health plan, Open Enrollment is the 

time to do it. Depending on your income, you may also qualify 

for significant reductions to your health insurance premiums, meaning that you can sign up for 

great health care that won’t break the bank. There are many ways to enroll: visit Vermont Health 

Connect online at vermonthealthconnect.gov, call them at 855-899-9600, or visit one of their in-

person assisters before January 15—for coverage starting by February 1, 2017—and January 31 

for coverage starting March 1, 2017. 

From flyway Yoga: yoga at Bolton Valley: Smart, Social, Healthy 
Refresh and energize yourself 

and build your community with 

yoga classes at Bolton Valley 

Resort, just steps from the main 

base lodge.  All winter, Flyway 

Yoga will be offering a variety of 

classes on weekends, Tuesday 

and Thursday evenings, and 

during vacation weeks. Doing 

yoga close to home is a smart, social way to add yoga to your routine, helping you be 

your best, on and off the snow. 

See the schedule, including special events for school vacation week, and sign up for a 

class at: Flyway Yoga (www.flywayyoga.com). All classes are open to the public, 

including kids ages 12 and older. No prior experience is required. Registration is 

available online or drop-in. 

 

 

 

http://www.flywayyoga.com/classes/?view=calendar&month=December-2016
http://www.flywayyoga.com/
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. CLerk’s corner continued From Page 2 
 

Bolton Up and Down Town Club Senior Dinner 
After the hectic holidays do you want to just relax and have 

dinner served to you? Then come join fellow seniors for 

dinner! 

 

When: Thursday, January 26, 2017 

Where: Place to be Determined (probably Smilie School) 

Time: 5:00 PM 

Your RSVP is REQUIRED (so that ample Prime Rib can be purchased!), so please 

contact Doris for your reservation and the meal location at 434-3769 by January 23
rd

. 

 

Menu: Prime Rib au jus, baked potatoes, green beans with almonds, rolls and butter, and 

cake! 

 

get your 2017 Dog license and a chance  
to win a free 2018 dog license 

The 2017 red dog house tags (voted by the Smilie School students!) are 

in and we are ready to license your dog by April 1
st
.   All dogs 

registered by April 1
st
 will be entered into the drawing to win a free 

2018 dog license, with the winner announced on April 3, 2017! A 

current rabies certificate is required for a license, the fee is $12, and VT law requires 

licensing.  There is no late fee, and we are happy to issue licenses by mail.  Please contact 

the town office if you need more information, or get your license form (under Forms and 

Documents) from the town website: www.boltonvt.com                       

 

Thank you to Darlene Autery  

A special thank you to Darlene Autery, all of the generous 

donors, and the volunteers for making the Bolton Holiday Senior 

Baskets such a great success!  Thank you! 

 

Bolton gazette information 
Reminder: The deadline for submissions is the 15

th
 of the month for the following 

month’s edition.  Your submissions of any type and in any format are more than 

welcome!!! To OPT IN to receive the Bolton Gazette electronically and in color (help the 

town save $ on paper and postage costs!) email boltongazette@gmavt.net  

 

 

 

 The third installment of property taxes is due on Wednesday, February 15, 2017 

http://www.boltonvt.com/
mailto:boltongazette@gmavt.net
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Is Your House Properly Identified in Case of an Emergency? 
 

Does your house have your E-911 number displayed and 

clearly visible from the road? 

 

If you have a new E-911 address or if your E-911 address has 

changed, have you put up the correct number?   

 

If you answered no to either of those questions, please post the 

correct E-911 number.   A field audit was recently conducted in 

Bolton.  Many houses were identified as lacking an E-911 

number, and several houses were identified as having an 

incorrect E-911 number posted. Property owners with an 

incorrect number posted have been notified by mail, and 

informed of the correct number.   

  

You may order the reflective green and white E-911 signs from either the Bolton Fire 

Department or Richmond Rescue for $10.  If you do not want the official sign, please put 

up reflective numbers that are clearly visible from the road. 

 

Ask yourself, would you want any emergency responder (ambulance, state police, or fire 

truck) to waste valuable, or even critical time driving back and forth trying to identify 

your house while you or a family member were waiting for emergency assistance? 

 

Help emergency responders find you when you need them most! 

 

On a related note:  Please remember to use your current E-911 address when phoning in 

an emergency.  Old numbers and changes are NOT on the maps used by first responders.  

 

Find out more about Vermont’s E-911 system at: www.e911.vermont.gov 

  

 

 

 

 

http://www.e911.vermont.gov/
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