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THE BOLTON Gazette 
The Town of Bolton, Vermont 

“The Land of bouLders and bears” 

3045 Theodore Roosevelt Highway, Bolton VT 05676 

 

Town meeting 2018 edition     “Your voTe is Your voice!” 
The legal voters of the Town of Bolton are hereby notified to meet at Smilie Memorial School 

on Monday, March 5, 2018 at 7 p.m. to transact town business, including the town budget. 

5:45 p.m. Community Potluck Dinner  ◙ 7 p.m. Town Meeting 

 Voting for Town Officers, the Conservation Fund, a BVFD “Mini Pumper,” a Highway Department 

Bucket Loader, & the MMMUSD Budget will be by Australian ballot at  

Smilie Memorial School on Tuesday, March 6, 2018, 7 a.m. - 7 p.m. 

100 years AGO AT TOWN MEETING, March 6, 1917:   
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Phoebe Dreams about the yummy 

potluck dinner! 

Phoebe’s kids’ quesTion  

of the month! 

My humans told me that the Town Meeting is 

coming up soon, an important night when all of 

our humans decide about lots of things!  But, 

before Town Meeting, there will be a yummy 

potluck dinner for everyone to share!  How long 

has our town been holding this tradition of a 

potluck dinner before the meeting? Find out in 

next month’s issue!  WOOF! Woof!!        

Last month’s answer: OK, here it is, the most 

popular dog’s name in Bolton is…SHADOW!  

There are 4 Shadows! There are also 3 each of 

Molly, Sadie, Stella, and Lily, and 2 each of 

Jackson, Levi, Maggie, Max, Annie, Blue, 

Cooper, Eli, Roxie, Sierra, & Spencer! Have you 

remembered to help your furry four-legged 

friend get their new 2018 dog license?   I have 

mine!               

 
    
       

       cLerk’s corner 
   Amy Grover * Town Clerk & Treasurer 
                clerkbolton@gmavt.net 

Reminder to license your dog 
By Vermont law, all dogs must be licensed by 

April 1
st
, and all dogs licensed by April 1

st
 will be 

entered into the drawing to win a free 2019 dog 

license, with the winner announced on April 4
th
.   

Dogs licensed after April 1
st
 are subject to a late 

fee. A current rabies certificate is required for a 

license, and we are happy to issue licenses by mail.  

Please contact the town office or the town website 

for forms and fee information: 

http://boltonvt.com/animal-control/ 

RABIES cLINIC 

March 31, 2018, 9 am. – noon at the Huntington 

Fire Station. Please bring proof of previous rabies 

vaccinations, fee is $20 CASH per animal, all 

animals must be leashed or crated. Questions?  

Call Linda Parent 

Richmond Town Clerk 434-2221  

Property Tax Adjustment 
The Vermont Property Tax Adjustment assists 

many Vermont homeowners with paying their 

property taxes. You may be eligible for a property 

tax adjustment on your property taxes if your 

property qualifies as a homestead and you meet the 

eligibility requirements. Find out more! 

http://tax.vermont.gov/property-owners/property-

tax-adjustment-claim   

    

taxes due February 15! 
The third installment of property taxes is due by 4 

p.m. on February 15, 2018.  Late payments incur 

1% interest, and there is no “grace period.” 

FEDERAL postmarks of February 15
th
 are accepted 

as on time. 

http://boltonvt.com/animal-control/
http://tax.vermont.gov/property-owners/property-tax-adjustment-claim
http://tax.vermont.gov/property-owners/property-tax-adjustment-claim
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Smilie School News 

 As part of our Smilie Cares Program, 

this year Smilie School will be 

saddling up and lassoing loot for the 

Big Change Roundup for Kids, 

supporting patients and families at 

The University of Vermont 

Children’s Hospital! 

The UVM Children’s Hospital treats more than 51,000 pediatric patients each year. These 

children are more than just patients; they are our family, friends, neighbors, classmates, and a 

huge part of our community. Your contribution will help transform care for pediatric patients; 

helping to create an environment that makes every family feel comfortable and supported. 

Please consider making a tax deductible donation to our online fundraising page 

at www.BigChangeRoundup.org. You may also mail in your contribution to the University of 

Vermont Children’s Hospital: 

The UVM Medical Center Foundation 

111 Colchester Ave. 

Courtyard at Given 3N 

Burlington, VT 05401 

With your help, we can give hope to critically ill and injured children bringing smiles to children 

and their families during their most difficult days. Thank you for your time and consideration and 

remember any amount you can give will help.

 

January started off with a bang, with one of our first snow days! Below you can see 

what the world looked like through my window, as I worked at school. We also have 

planned “classroom walk-throughs” with our administrative team. We began a few weeks 

ago with Mr. Michael Berry, our Director of Curriculum, Communications and 

Innovation. We visited each classroom to see great instruction and activities, and we were 

not disappointed.  There is wonderful learning going on in our school!  

         
 

                                                     smilie school news continued next page  

http://www.bigchangeroundup.org/
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          Thank you Bolton Valley! 

Bolton Valley Resort has once again 

invited Smilie School to come enjoy 3 

days of outdoor fun in February and 

March. Students will have opportunities 

to ski, snowboard or snowshoe.  Thanks to 

all of our wonderful parents who have 

volunteered to chaperone on these days. 

Bolton Valley Resort provides a free, 

one hour lesson to learn how to ski or 

snowboard, and free rentals and lift 

tickets.  Thanks so much Bolton Valley 

Resort! We appreciate all that you do!  

 

New Program starting for our Kindergarten students 

The physical education teachers have worked very hard to create a program 

called, SNOW MOTION for our kindergarten students. We are thankful that 

Cochran’s ski area is hosting our students and teaching them how to snowboard 

and ski, one day a week, for 4 weeks. We had to cancel our first day as it was 

way too icy! Students are now looking forward to their first day in 

February! 

 

Playground News 

Students have been having a great time on the playground, making 

forts, using toys and sticks in the snow and using the sleds. We 

bought some ropes for our sleds and now friends can give one 

another rides. We had a “walk and crawl” recess recently and the 

students loved it! I told students that these bright, sunny and icy days were “Vermont beach days” 

and one child did some “ice bathing” to get all the vitamin D from the sun. 
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Into the woods by ethan tapper 
American Beech: A Profile 

Among foresters, American beech (Fagus grandifolia) is a common source of 

consternation. It is often considered a low-value, low quality “weed,” outcompeting other 

tree species and taking over the forest’s understory. 

Some foresters interested in maintaining diversity, 

increasing forest health and growing more commercial 

tree species have adopted special practices just to avoid 

regenerating beech, including treating cut beech stumps 

with herbicide. 

  

To the layperson, this may seem a little extreme. Healthy 

beech trees are beautiful; with smooth grey “elephant 

skin” bark. A grove of large beech trees has a high, 

arching canopy, casting green-tinged light on everything 

below. Beechnuts are a valuable source of food for 

wildlife, prized by black bear, turkey and deer, among 

many others. The wood, while not much good for 

lumber, is decent firewood.  

So what’s the problem?  

BEAr CLAWEd BEeCH 
 

Beech was dominant in Vermont’s pre-settlement forests, comprising about 40% of the 

trees across New England. It is “shade-tolerant,” meaning that it can grow with very little 

light, under dense canopies. Shade-tolerant trees dominate undisturbed forests over time; 

they grow in the understory, waiting for less-tolerant species to decline, at which point 

they take over. The pre-settlement forests of Vermont experienced major disturbances 

infrequently (by modern standards), which created great conditions for growing beech 

and other shade-tolerant species such as hemlock and red spruce. 

About 80% of Vermont’s forests were cleared for agriculture in the early-mid 1800’s, 

eliminating much of our old-growth beech. When this agricultural land was abandoned 

and allowed to succeed to forest, conditions favored fast-growing shade-intolerant tree 

species, such as white pine, white birch and aspen 

.  

In 1920, just as much of Vermont was beginning to revert back to forest, a new threat to 

beech was discovered in Nova Scotia. Beech Bark Disease (BBD), also known as the 

“beech blight,” quickly spread throughout Vermont. BBD is a disease “complex”, the 

combination of an exotic scale insect and two species of fungi in the genus Neonectria. It 

manifests itself in the bark of beech trees, which becomes mottled with black lesions and 

bumps. Most beech trees can still reach a reproductive age, but are killed by BBD before 

they become very large or old. Beech is thought to be able to live for 400-600 years, but 
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today I rarely see one older than 60-80. While some beech trees show resistance to BBD, 

maintaining relatively smooth bark, they are uncommon.  

 

When beech trees are stressed (as they are when they have BBD) their root systems 

produce sprouts, and so the understory of forests with BBD-infected beech are often 

dominated by a near-monoculture of beech saplings. These sprouts are equipped with an 

established root system, allowing them to outcompete young trees of other species, and 

are genetically identical to the parent tree, making them equally susceptible to BBD. As if 

that wasn’t enough, beech is one of white-tailed deer’s least favorite foods; due to over-

browsing by deer in many areas of Vermont, other tree species get eaten but beech is left 

alone. 

 

All of these factors explain why beech is branded a “weed.” In many forests the presence 

of beech means a less healthy, diverse understory and overstory, both dominated by a 

species which is diseased, low-value and skilled at sprouting, good at outcompeting 

young trees of other species but unable to grow into healthy, mature trees.  

Vermont’s forests have endured a number of exotic pests and pathogens since European 

settlement; the American chestnut blight, Dutch elm disease, butternut canker, blister 

rust, the approaching hemlock wooly adelgid and emerald ash borer … The list goes on. 

In each of these examples, a pest or pathogen introduced by humans leads to the loss of a 

tree species or the fundamental alteration of its behavior. These changes reverberate 

throughout our forested ecosystems, causing unpredictable problems for our native flora 

and fauna.   

 

For these reasons, our long-term goal should be to re-establish beech as a healthy part of 

our forests. While BBD-infected beech trees may be cut, encourage the growth of BBD-

resistant beech trees wherever they are found. This can be done by allowing any healthy, 

smooth-barked beech trees to continue to grow, and by even by thinning around them. 

With good management, and given enough time, I think we stand a chance of re-

establishing beech as a healthy piece of our forested ecosystems.  

 

Ethan Tapper is the Chittenden County Forester. He can be reached at 

ethan.tapper@vermont.gov, by phone at (802) 585-9099, or at his office at 111 West 

Street, Essex Junction. 

 
“Ivan the Terra bus?” 
Did you guess which town official was once tasked with 

operating “Ivan the Terra Bus?” If you guessed our Select Board 

Chair, Jen Dudley – Gaillard, you are right!  This was one of 

Jen’s tasks during the time she was working at the McMurdo 

Station, a United States Antarctic research center on the south tip 

of Ross Island in Antarctica! Elevation there? 33 feet! 
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town meeting 2018 information 
 

Town meeting potluck Dinner 
Our Town Meeting Potluck Dinner tradition continues…bring your 

favorite dish to share and come join your friends and neighbors at 

5:45 p.m. on Monday, March 5
th

 for dinner prior to the meeting.  As 

in the past, our representatives and Bolton board members will be on 

hand to chat and answer questions.  The town will provide all 

utensils, rolls, CAKE, coffee, tea, cider and milk. Oh, and did we mention CAKE??! 

 

childcare available at town meeting 
Local teens will be providing childcare at Town Meeting, 

Monday, March 5
th

, in the Kindergarten classroom from 6:30 

p.m. until all business is completed.
 
 Please provide a drink and 

snack for your child/ren, or anything special that will make them 

feel happier while away from their family. 

 

Register to vote! 
Reminder: Vermont’s Election Day voter registration law went into effect 

over one year ago, on January 1, 2017. As of that date:  

1.     Eligible residents will be able to register to vote on any day up to 

and including Election Day; 

2.     Registration is available at the town office on any day prior to the election during 

our normal business hours; 

3.     Registration will be available on Election Day at Smilie School during the hours the 

polls are open: 7 a.m. – 7 p.m. Residents may also register online.  More information is 

available at: www.sec.state.vt.us/elections.aspx 

 

Town report  
Copies of the Town Report will be available beginning 

February 19, 2018 at the Town Office (inside & outside in the 

Little Library Box, which is “open” 24/7), the Bolton Store, 

Smilie School, and will be available on the town website. 

Please pick up your report and remember to bring it with you to 

Town Meeting – there will be a very limited supply of extra 

copies on hand.  Thank you! 

  

 

 

 

 

http://www.sec.state.vt.us/elections.aspx
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CLerk’s corner conTinued From Page 2                                                 
 

bolton up and down town club senior dinner 
Date: Thursday, February 22, 2018 

Time 5:00 p.m. 

Place: TBA, Bolton Fire Station or Smilie School 

Menu: TBA, and we will be celebrating Valentine’s Day! 

Questions?  Call Doris at 434-3769  

 

A message from the  
Vermont Department of Taxes 

Did you know that in 2017, about 65% of Vermont 

taxpayers qualified to file their federal and state taxes for 

free through Vermont Free File, but only about 2% of those 

eligible actually used Free File? 
  
Free help is offered through several organizations. In 2018, the Vermont Department of 

Taxes is emphasizing free tax services and assistance for eligible Vermonters through 

Vermont Free File (free e-filing using vendor software), MyFreeTaxes, VITA/TCE, the 

AARP Foundation, and the IRS Agent Virtual Delivery Service. Are you eligible? Learn 

more:  

http://tax.vermont.gov/sites/tax/files/documents/FreeTaxHelpforVermontersPoster.pdf 
http://tax.vermont.gov/individuals/free-file 
http://tax.vermont.gov/individuals/free-tax-preparation-assistance 

Requests for paper forms continue to decline as more taxpayers move to e-filing their 

returns, but we recognize there is a still a need for those who prefer to file using paper 

forms or who do not have access to a computer and the internet. Find information to 

obtain paper forms:  
 http://tax.vermont.gov/sites/tax/files/documents/4WaystoGetTaxYourVTIncomeTaxF

ormsPoster.pdf. 
 http://tax.vermont.gov/form-request 

 
Taxpayers may also find the following online through myVTax 

at www.myvtax.vermont.gov: 

       File a Homestead Declaration 

       File a Property Tax Adjustment Claim 

       File a Renter Rebate Claim 

       Generate a Landlord Certificate 

       Check the Status of Your Return 

If you have questions, call the Vermont Department of Taxes at (802) 828-2505. 

Mark your calendar!  There will be a presentation by the Vermont State Geologist - 

Thursday, February 22, 6:00 p.m. at Smilie – Topic TBA. 

http://tax.vermont.gov/sites/tax/files/documents/FreeTaxHelpforVermontersPoster.pdf
http://tax.vermont.gov/individuals/free-file
http://tax.vermont.gov/individuals/free-tax-preparation-assistance
http://tax.vermont.gov/sites/tax/files/documents/4WaystoGetTaxYourVTIncomeTaxFormsPoster.pdf
http://tax.vermont.gov/sites/tax/files/documents/4WaystoGetTaxYourVTIncomeTaxFormsPoster.pdf
http://tax.vermont.gov/form-request
http://www.myvtax.vermont.gov/
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Letters from the Candidates For Select Board 

All five of the candidates running for the two open Select Board seats 

were invited to submit letters to the Gazette, and the letters that were 

submitted are published below. Running for the three year Select Board 

term are Tony Barbagallo and Gerard (Jerry) Mullen.  Running for the 

two year Select Board term are Isaac Boiney, Michael “Mica” Cassara, 

and John Tschernenko. 

Hello neighbors and fellow members of the Bolton community. My name is Tony Barbagallo 

and I am running for a seat on the Bolton Select Board. I would like to take this opportunity 

to introduce myself and tell you a little bit about me.  

 

I am 57 years old but still like to think that I’m young at heart. I have a degree in Civil and 

Environmental Engineering and an MBA. I am originally from New Jersey and retain the 

attitude, but moved to Vermont in 1982 and consider it my soulmate state. I have been 

employed in construction and engineering for most of my life, including 20 years in a 

leadership position at the Chittenden Solid Waste District. While at CSWD, I was responsible 

for the planning, development, budgeting and operation of most of its facilities.  I am 

currently the Director of Business Development for Casella Organics.  

 

I am an avid snowboarder and occasional cross-country skier. I love the outdoors and 

spending time hiking, camping and canoeing, especially with my family.  I also like to read 

with primary interests in science, science fiction, and politics.    

 

My wife Loree and I moved to Bolton shortly after we were married 22 years ago. We built a 

house on Notch Rd where we began our family and still reside today. Shortly after moving to 

Bolton, I became active in the community and have at various times in the past been Bolton’s 

representative on the Regional Planning Commission and a member of both the Conservation 

Commission and its short-lived Recreation Committee. For the past three years, going on 

four, I have been the Town’s Green-up Day Coordinator. I was also Treasurer of the Smilie 

Community Association back when our two boys were young. 

   

Now that our two boys have grown and are in college, I find myself with more available time 

and would like to use it by supporting and giving back to the community that I live in and 

love. I believe that I have the skills and expertise to be of service to the Town, so when I read 

in the Gazette that the Town was seeking new Select Board members, I decided to throw my 

hat into the ring. I consider myself a fiscal conservative yet a social liberal. I place a high 

value on honesty, transparency, due process, and public discussion. I believe it is in the 

Town’s best interest for Bolton Valley to succeed as a business and recreational hub for the 

region. I dislike that I am using the word “I” so much in this narrative, but think that being 

concise, accurate, and efficient is more important than being eloquent.  

 

In closing, I ask that in March you vote for the person you think best suited and qualified for 

the position. If that happens to be me, I’d be honored to serve.  

Thanks for your consideration, Tony  
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After spending 15 years on the Bolton Select board, I had to drop out of life for the past few years 

as Jane, my wife of 57 years, slowly died of Alzheimer’s.  I had hoped to take it easy, but 

political attacks on Constitutional rights have convinced me that I have to step up and try to 

preserve these rights.  As a result, I would appreciate your vote for Representative from Bolton, 

Huntington and Waterbury this November. 

 

My name is Jerry Allen Mullen.  I came to Vermont in 1946, when my father bought a farm in 

Bolton after he returned from the War. I served in the US Air Force in 1956-58, and VT Air 

National Guard until 1979, retiring with the rank of major, and completed the Air Command and 

Staff College.  I taught at Jericho High from 1961 to 66, and Burlington High from 1966 to 1994, 

teaching geology, chemistry and building an Environmental Studies program which I taught from 

1971 to 1994..  In between I helped my father build and run a small ski area in Bolton Notch, 

which faded in the late 1970’s when court cases caused insurance for small ski areas to become 

almost impossible to buy. Like Harry Truman, I am an unsuccessful businessman. 

  

Last year I was somewhat surprised when a radical gun control bill was introduced into the 

Vermont legislature, and co-sponsored by our so-called representative, Tom Stevens.  Having 

survived a couple of attempted home invasions over the years, I have always been a strong 

supporter of Chapter one, article 16, of the Constitution of Vermont.  Fearing that perhaps the 

State was being hit by a crime wave, I checked online with the FBI Uniform Crime Reports, and 

found that Vermont’s violent crime was down 40% in the last twenty years.  What had the FBI 

missed that prompted this proposal that was a clear violation of the State and Federal 

Constitutions?  Apparently nothing.  It seems that some State representatives are taking their 

marching orders from National party organizations rather than the people who elect them.   If it 

ain’t broke, don’t fix it! 

 

I have always considered myself a liberal.  In my dictionary, a liberal is one who extends rights to 

people, rather than trying to take them away.  And especially, a real liberal, would not take away 

rights that are specifically guaranteed by the Constitution.  Maybe my dictionary is out of date.  

 

On the other hand, the National drug policy is broke.  As a high school teacher for 33 years, I’ve 

seen many kids ruin their lives using drugs.  The system has resulted in the Land of the Free 

having more people in prison than any other country in the World!   There are proposals that 

“small amounts” of marijuana be “decriminalized.”  But it seems that this still leaves the supply 

of drugs in the hands of criminals.  When I was a little kid, we had a serious problem with crime, 

caused by do-gooders who’d convinced Congress that outlawing alcohol would bring Heaven on 

Earth.  It had the same effect that the “War on Drugs” has had.  I would seriously consider 

legalizing the stuff, taxing it and dedicated those taxes to rehabilitating folks who are hooked on 

Heroin and other hard drugs.  Control would be very important.  Regulations about supplying it to 

minors, simple drug tests for DUI etc. would be necessary, but this seems a possible way to put 

the criminal dealers out of business. States must take the initiative on this, as the Federal 

Government seems totally non-functional. 

 

If you think you could support a representative who will try to “think out of the box” and 

represent Vermont values, I would appreciate your vote this November.  

  Jerry Mullen. Bolton VT   jerrynjane@yahoo.com  
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My name is Isaac Boiney. I was born 

in Underhill on November 4, 1983. 

I'm 34. I would consider myself 

somewhat old fashioned. I was raised 

to listen and be respectful to people. I 

would say that I'm socially 

conservative and traditional. 

However, I feel my age and 

experiences growing up, give me a 

very open point of view. I believe 

strongly in our individual right to 

freedom and choice. I would like to 

see Bolton remain a comfortable place to raise children, while also providing a place for people to 

visit and see how great our little town is. I hope the people of Bolton can consider me a viable 

choice to make decisions in good faith, and in the name of Bolton, and its citizens.  

 

I have lived in Bolton for more than forty years 

and love its natural beauty and sense of 

community.  My younger daughter attended Smilie 

School and both of my daughters graduated from 

Mount Mansfield Union High School.  In the late 

1990s I served on the Bolton Planning Commission 

and helped draft the original Town Plan.  Later I 

spent several years as Bolton's representative to 

the Chittenden Solid Waste District.  I hold a 

degree in Civil Engineering from the University 

of Vermont and have worked in structural design, 

transportation engineering, and water supply.  Most recently, I 

spent fifteen years as a computer programmer for the Vermont 

Agency of Human Services, until my retirement in 2015.  As a 

member of the Select Board I will draw on my years of service to 

the people of Vermont to once again work for the residents of 

Bolton.  My engineering background and experience in project 

management will be particularly helpful with Bolton's 

participation in the Vermont Better Roads Program.  I would 

appreciate your support of my candidacy.  

Michael “Mica” Cassara 

 

March 2018 gazette will be late! 
The March 2018 Gazette delivery will be delayed so that results 

from Town Meeting can be included.  Look for the Community 

Calendar to return in March – it was omitted from this edition 

due to space constraints! Information about upcoming 

community meetings and events can always be accessed on the town website. 
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