
 

February 2017            Email: boltongazette@gmavt.net        Volume #5 Issue #2 

THE BOLTON Gazette 
The Town of Bolton, Vermont 

“The Land of bouLders and bears” 

3045 Theodore Roosevelt Highway, Bolton VT 05676 

 

Town meeting 2017 edition     “Your voTe is Your voice!” 
The legal voters of the Town of Bolton are hereby notified to meet at Smilie Memorial School 

on Monday, March 6, 2017 at 7 p.m. to transact town business, including the town budget. 

5:45 p.m. Community Potluck ◙ 7 p.m. Town Meeting 

 Voting for Town Officers, the Conservation Fund, & the MMMUSD Budget will be by Australian 

ballot at Smilie Memorial School on Tuesday, March 7, 2017, 7 a.m. - 7 p.m. 

Seventy-five years AGO AT TOWN MEETING, March 3, 1942:   

 

                                                           

See more 

information 

about Town 

Meeting 2017 

on pages  

6 & 8! 
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Phoebe inspects a metal  

ballot box 

Phoebe’s kids’ quesTion  

of the month! 

Town Meeting in Bolton is coming up on 

Monday, March 6th.  Even although dogs don’t 

go to Town Meeting (but I think they should, it 

would be fun to greet everyone!), I know that is 

an important night when all of our humans 

decide about lots of things.  They vote on paper 

ballots the next day, and put those ballots in a 

ballot box.  Do you think ballot boxes were/are 

always made of metal?  Find out in next 

month’s issue!  WOOF! Woof!!        

Last month’s answer: Did you guess what kind 

of dogs there are the fewest of in Bolton?  There 

are a whole bunch of different kinds! Cattle 

Dog, Dalmatian, Welsh Corgi, English Bull Dog, 

Hovawart, Malamute, and Papillon!  Have you 

remembered to help your furry four-legged 

friend get their new 2017 dog license?   I have 

mine!               

 
    
       

       cLerk’s corner 
   Amy Grover * Town Clerk & Treasurer 
                clerkbolton@gmavt.net 

Reminder to license your dog 
By Vermont law, all dogs must be licensed by 

April 1st.  License your dog by the deadline to be 

entered into the drawing to win a free 2018 dog 

license, with the winner announced on April 3, 

2017! A current rabies certificate is required for a 

license, and the fee is $12.  There is no late fee, and 

we are happy to issue licenses by mail.  We will 

also be issuing licenses at Town Meeting, March 

6th, and during voting on March 7th.  Please 

contact the town office if you need more 

information. 

 

Homestead declaration 
Please note that when you complete your income 

taxes for the state of Vermont, you need to declare 

your primary residence EACH year, and apply at 

the same time for the Property Tax Adjustment, if 

you fall within the regulatory guidelines. Both 

forms MUST be filed every year to take benefit of 

these programs. 

Questions?  Contact the VT Tax Department 

at (802) 828-2515. 

http://tax.vermont.gov/property-owners/homestead-

declaration  

    

town plan hearing 
Reminder: the Planning Commission will hold a 

public hearing on the Bolton Town Plan on 

Thursday, February 9, 2017, 6 – 8 p.m. at Smilie 

School.  The complete plan and accompanying 

Planning Commission Report are available for 

review at the Town Office, and on the town 

website: 

http://boltonvt.com/townplan/  

We hope to see you at the hearing. 

 

http://tax.vermont.gov/property-owners/homestead-declaration
http://tax.vermont.gov/property-owners/homestead-declaration
http://boltonvt.com/townplan/
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Smilie School News 

Students at Smilie School have a Project Based Learning initiative where we are learning 

about the food, housing and traditions of a variety of cultures around the world. Here our 

Preschoolers and Kindergarten students are working collaboratively on their 

computers to learn about houses in different cultures.   

 

During our last Delayed Opening, students had a marvelous time creating a fantastic city 

out of paper boxes. While our teachers were working hard on professional development 

activities, these students and their chaperones created quite a sight. 

 

First and second grade students enjoyed a 

visit from Mr. Courtemanche, our district math 

coach to do a “Number Talk.” Number Talks 

are student-led conversations around a string 

of equations. They are “a short, ongoing, daily 

routine that provides students with meaningful 

ongoing practice with computation, and are 

also fun and spark great conversation! 

 

 

                                                                                                              Continued next page 
 

“ 
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Bolton Valley Resort has once again graciously offered our entire school three fun days 

at the mountain this winter! This year, all students will participate in either skiing, 

snowboarding or snowshoeing, with a lesson included, if needed. Our first day on the 

mountain was a great learning experience for everyone!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

For the past couple of weeks, the third and 

fourth grade students have been studying 

“energy.” We began this unit by learning that 

energy comes in all forms.  Batteries store 

electrical energy, food gives our bodies energy to 

work and play, hills provide the energy we need to 

coast our bikes and gasoline burns to create the 

energy that our cars need to run.   One of the activities we did was to create rubber band 

rollers.  (Think cars powered by a rubber band.) Rubber bands have “potential” energy.  

When we wind them up they have “stored” energy and when we let them go, that energy 

is released.  Another activity that we worked on helped to demonstrate kinetic or 

transferable energy.  To show how this works, we built bumper car roller coasters and 

observed what happens when a “starter” car (marble) runs into a “target” car.  We 

experimented with the placement of both cars to try to 

make them both go into a cup at the other end of our 

coaster ride.  In the coming weeks we’ll be looking at how 

we collect and use energy from natural resources.  
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cameL’s humP middLe schooL news 

Learning at Camels Hump Middle School doesn’t end when students are dismissed at 2:40 pm. 

There are a number of after school opportunities offered throughout the school year. Studies show 

that after school programs bring a wide range of benefits to youth, families and communities. 

After school programs can boost academic performance, reduce risky behaviors, promote 

physical health, and provide a safe, structured environment for the children of working parents. 

At the present time, we offer the following: Fun and Fitness, Indoor Rock Climbing, 

interscholastic basketball, the Mountaineers Chef Club/Junior Iron Chef, Pokémon, Minecraft, 

Artists Inc, Bolton Valley Ski & Ride, Cooking Club, Engineering Club,  Magic the Gathering, 

Lego Robotics, and skating (weather permitting).  

 

This year, CHMS is one of the lucky schools 

fortunate enough to participate in the Trout in 

the Classroom program. Team Spark students 

will be helping to raise brook trout with the 

plan to release the fry in the spring. CHMS 

scientists will be helping to raise the fish, test 

and monitor the water chemistry, and observe 

the life stages and growth process over the 

coming months. In the wild, just 1 of every 

100 brook trout eggs is expected to survive. 

We are hoping for a 70-80% survival rate. It 

will be an exciting learning process for 

everyone!  Before the December break, Bob 

Wible, a volunteer with the Trout in the Classroom program, came to talk to Team Spark students 

about the setup of the tank. Students tested the initial water chemistry to make sure everything 

was prepared for when the eggs arrived the first week of January. 

 

On Thursday, January 19th CHMS geographers tested their knowledge of the world around them 

in hopes of bringing home the National Geographic medallion and the opportunity to represent 

CHMS at the state-level Geo Bee. Check our website, https://camelshump.cesuvt.org/ for the Geo 

Bee results! 

 

Once again, on January 19th & 26th we hosted middle-schoolers and their families during Open 

House, in celebration of winter and the youth’s progress since September. Open House attendees 

were treated to choral and band concerts as well as ice-skating under the lights. Artwork from all 

grades lined the halls of the school. Student projects were in abundance throughout classrooms 

and in display cases. Open House gave students an excellent opportunity to share their 

accomplishments with family and friends.  

 
The next meeting of the Mt. Mansfield Modified Union School District will be February 6, 2017, 

6pm at Brown’s River Middle School. The public is invited and encouraged to attend.  

 

Mark Carbone, Principal, Camels Hump Middle School 

 
 

 
    

 

 

 

 

https://camelshump.cesuvt.org/
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town meeting 2017 information 
 

Town meeting potluck Dinner 
Our Town Meeting Potluck Dinner tradition continues…bring 

your favorite dish to share and come join your friends and 

neighbors at 5:45 p.m. on Monday, March 6th for dinner prior to 

the meeting.  As in the past, our representatives and Bolton board 

members will be on hand to chat and answer questions.  The town 

will provide all utensils, rolls, CAKE, coffee, tea, cider and milk. 

Oh, and did we mention CAKE??! 

 

childcare available at town meeting 
Local teens will be providing childcare at Town Meeting, 

Monday, March 6th, in the Kindergarten classroom from 6:30 

p.m. until all business is completed.  Please provide a drink and 

snack for your child/ren, or anything special that will make them 

feel happier while away from their family. 

 

Register to vote! 
Vermont’s new Election Day voter registration law went into effect 

on January 1, 2017. As of that date:  

1.     Eligible residents will be able to register to vote on any day up to 

and including Election Day; 

2.     Registration is available at the town office on any day prior to 

the election during our normal business hours; 

3.     Registration will be available on Election Day at Smilie School during the hours the 

polls are open: 7 a.m. – 7 p.m. 

Residents may also register online.  More information is available at: 

www.sec.state.vt.us/elections.aspx  

 

Town report 
Copies of the Town Report will be available beginning February 17, 

2017 at the Town Office (inside & outside in the Little Library Box, 

which is “open” 24/7), the Bolton Store, Smilie School, and is available 

NOW on the town website. Please pick up your report and remember to 

bring it with you to Town Meeting – there will be a very limited supply 

of extra copies on hand.  Thank you! 

  

Official warnings and ballots 
Copies of the official town and school warnings and the town’s sample 

ballots are included in this Gazette, and are posted on the town website.  

http://www.sec.state.vt.us/elections.aspx
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CLerk’s corner conTinued From Page 2                                                 
 

bolton up and down town club senior dinner 
Date: Thursday, February 23, 2017 

Time 5:00 p.m. 

Place: Bolton Fire Station 

Menu: Ham, Scalloped Potatoes, Green Beans, Rolls, Red 

Velvet Cupcakes & special treats! 

Questions?  Call Doris at 434-3769  

 

Condolences 
It was with great sadness that we learned of the passing of longtime previous Bolton 

resident Julia Curtis.  Julia and her husband Gordon (who predeceased her) were married 

in 1948, and moved to Bolton 

where they built their home and 

raised their family.  When the 

town was involved in the initial 

911 process, Town Highway 10, 

where their home was located, 

was named “Curtis Lane” in  

honor of both Julia and Gordon.  

Our condolences to Julia’s 

family. 

 
Gordon & Julia & neighbor Duncan 

Galbraith pose at the then newly 

installed Curtis Lane road sign. 

 

Cswd 2016 rover collection statistics  
We received a report from the Chittenden Solid Waste District 

with the statistics from their ROVER’s October 2016 collection 

at the Bolton Fire Station.  Thirty-five people stopped by and 

1,993 pounds of hazardous waste was collected! Mark your calendar; in 2017, the Rover 

will be stopping by in Bolton on Saturday, September 16th! 

 

Bolton gazette information 
Reminder: The deadline for submissions is the 15th of the previous month for the following 

month’s edition.  To OPT IN to receive the Bolton Gazette electronically and in color (help the 

town save $ on paper and postage costs!) email boltongazette@gmavt.net. 

 

We welcome all submissions, in any format: stories, news, events, art, poetry, photographs.  Drop 

submissions at the town office or, you’ve got it, email them to boltongazette@gmavt.net!  

 

 

mailto:boltongazette@gmavt.net
mailto:boltongazette@gmavt.net
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Letters from the Candidates  

Select Board two-year term contested race 
John Tschernenko, Candidate – Josh Arneson, Incumbent 

 
John Tschernenko, Candidate 
I would like to take this moment to introduce myself as a candidate for Select Board for the 
Town of Bolton.  My wife and I moved here over 13 years ago and decided to put our roots 
down in this wonderful town, specifically Bolton Valley.  Since then, we have had two children, 
one of whom attends Smilie School and the other will in the near future.  I have witnessed much 
over our 13 years here and would like to be a component of the team that governs our great 
town. 
 
One of the skills I bring with me is the ability to manage capital purchases and operational 
budgets.  My day job, as a purchasing director, has me creating and managing budgets worth 
over $20 million annually and covering over 150 different departments.  In addition, I oversee 
the bid process for all goods and services procured for my company which has given me great 
insight into many different vendors within the State of Vermont and beyond, this could be 
advantageous to our future growth in the Town of Bolton.  My professional position also has me 
creating policies and procedures as well as interacting with many department heads in order to 
create a uniform process for procurement.  Transparency is paramount at my current position 
and I intend to bring that mindset with me to the Select Board once elected. 
 
Something that I have realized over my time in Bolton is there are a few distinct neighborhoods 
in town that all have their own intricacies and nuance compared to the other neighborhoods.  A 
few examples of these neighborhoods are West Bolton, Stage Rd, Notch Rd, RT2 2 corridor and 
Bolton Valley.  Most of these neighborhoods have representation in one way or another on the 
various town boards if not the Select Board, unfortunately, Bolton Valley’s neighborhood does 
not.  My intention is to, of course, work for the good of the entire town, but I would also like to 
give voice to a neighborhood that is currently under represented on the Select Board. 

I look forward to serving the Town of Bolton in the near future and hope you will vote for me,                     
John Tschernenko for Select Board on March 7, 2017. 

Sincerely, 
John Tschernenko 

 
Josh Arneson, incumbent  

 
It has been my pleasure to serve the Town of Bolton as a Select Board 
member for the past four years, and as the Vice Chair since 2014.  My family 
and I have been residing in West Bolton since 2009 and I have been employed 
at Bolton Valley Resort since 2008.  Currently, I am the Vice President of Sales 
and Marketing at the ski area where I regularly promote the area where I live 
and work.  

 

                                                                                              

                                                                                        Continued next page   
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Living in West Bolton and working at Bolton Valley allows me to interact on a daily basis with 
two of Bolton’s neighborhoods. I have enjoyed getting to know the people, the land, and the 
roads in both areas. Through my work with the Select Board, I have had the opportunity to meet 
people from all over town and better understand what is important to everyone in the town as a 
whole.  
 
We have a collaborative process as a Board. Frequently a member of the Board will take the 
lead on a project. They will bring their work to the table for discussion, revision, and ultimately a 
final decision. I have served as the point person for writing our Personnel Policy, Traffic 
Ordinance, and Fireworks Display Ordinance. Each process involved analyzing the town’s current 
guidelines and practices on each topic, looking at policies from other towns, working with legal 
counsel, and making edits suggested by Board members.  
 
Initially, when I ran for Select Board in 2013, I posted an introductory message on Front Porch 
Forum. The piece spoke about how Town Meeting provides a space for opinions on all sides of 
select town issues to be heard prior to a vote. The outcome may not fully satisfy everyone, but 
the process is a constructive way for us to understand our neighbors’ opinions and learn more 
about topics affecting our town. The goal is for a town that is guided by the thoughtful 
consideration of its residents.  
 
During my time on the Select Board, I have seen this process play out on a daily basis. However, 
rather than the topic at hand being put to a vote by everyone in town, the Select Board is 
charged with making a decision. Issues range from disputes between land owners; decisions on 
allowable uses of public land; speed control on our roads; and more. There are discussions 
around these topics that are just as (if not more) spirited, than those at Town Meeting, which 
can involve multiple people participating in the conversation. Some issues are between just two 
parties in town, and still others are debated amongst only the members of the Board. Outside 
research and discussions with experts in a particular field help to better understand the laws 
and history surrounding a variety of topics. Town ordinances, state statutes, and pertinent legal 
contracts must also be considered. 
 
I strive to bring a thoughtful approach to each issue, become as informed as possible on each 
topic, and listen to all opinions with an open mind. Only after going through this information 
gathering process can I arrive at my decision on an issue. In the end, I hope that we as a Board 
make decisions that represent the will of the residents, and are just and fair to everyone 
involved.  
 
Every two years the people of the Town of Bolton have to decide if the person in my seat on the 
Board has fairly and adequately represented them and properly guided the business of the 
town.  I am asking for your support this year so that I may continue to serve the town on our 
Select Board.  Please feel free to contact me via email at josharneson@hotmail.com or stop by 
my office at Bolton Valley (located in the administrative offices to the left of the deli in the main 
base area), I’m at the mountain most days in the winter. 
 
Town Meeting is on Monday, March 6 and Australian ballot voting is on Tuesday, March 7. 
Thank you for your time and participation,  
Josh Arneson  

mailto:josharneson@hotmail.com
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Pre-Kindergarten Opportunities in Mt. Mansfield Modified School 
District|Chittenden East Supervisory Union for the                    

2017-18 School Year 
  

For Residents of Bolton, Jericho, Huntington,  
Richmond and Underhill 

                          
 

CESU/MMMUSD  
School District Central Office 
211 Bridge Street 
Richmond, VT  
 
Mt. Mansfield Unified District (MMMUSD) and Chittenden East Supervisory 
Union (CESU) are pleased to announce Pre-Kindergarten (Pre-K) opportunities 
for the 2017-18 School Year.  These opportunities are available to residents of 
Bolton, Jericho, Huntington, Richmond and Underhill. In 2014, the Vermont 
Legislature passed a Universal Pre-Kindergarten bill (Act 166). This bill entitles 
all 3, 4, and 5 year olds, not attending kindergarten, to receive 10 hours per 
week, for 35 weeks, of publicly funded Pre-K.  This education can be in any pre-
qualified program which includes: school-based Pre-K, Private Community Pre-K, 
or Home Based Pre-K.  If a child attends a pre-qualified Private Community or 
Home-Based Pre-K, $3092 toward tuition will be provided to pay for 10 hours per 
week and 35 weeks of Pre-K for the school year.  If a child attends a School-
based Pre-K, the program is free of charge.  
  
To ensure funding for your child’s private Pre-K or to apply in a MMMUSD/CESU 
school based option (offered at Brewster Pierce, Richmond, Smilie and Underhill 
I.D. School), parents/guardians should complete an enrollment/application here: 
https://www.cesuvt.org/our-schools/pre-kindergartenschool 
 
Through a federal early childhood grant, CESU is also offering a full day, tuition 
free, 5 day a week option for 4 year olds; based on household income eligibility. 
These classrooms are located at Richmond Elementary School and Underhill 
I.D. School.  To apply to one of these programs and to find more information 
about eligibility guidelines please visit our website at https://www.cesuvt.org/our-
schools/pre-kindergartenschool/eligibility-for-full-day-prek   
 
If you have questions please feel free to contact our PreK Coordinator at CESU’s 
Richmond office, (802) 434-2128 or email  lianne.petrocelli@cesuvt.org. 

 
 

http://education.vermont.gov/act-166-draft-rules
https://www.cesuvt.org/our-schools/pre-kindergartenschool
https://www.cesuvt.org/our-schools/pre-kindergartenschool/eligibility-for-full-day-prek
https://www.cesuvt.org/our-schools/pre-kindergartenschool/eligibility-for-full-day-prek
mailto:lianne.petrocelli@cesuvt.org
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