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Town meeting 2015 edition     “Your vote is your voice!” 
The legal voters of the Town of Bolton are hereby notified to meet at Smilie Memorial School 

on Monday, March 2, 2015 at 7 p.m. to transact school and town business. 

5:45 p.m. Community Potluck ~ 7 p.m. School Meeting ~ 7:30 p.m. Town Meeting 

 Voting for town officers and any other business to be voted by Australian Ballot will take place 

at Smilie Memorial School on Tuesday, March 3, 2015 from 7 a.m. to 7 p.m. 

     ONE HUNDRED YEARS AGO AT TOWN MEETING, 1915!  The first three articles to be voted on 

were: to choose a moderator, to act on reports of the several town officers, and “shall license be 

granted for the sale of intoxicating liquors in this town?”  Do you think Article 3 passed?     
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Phoebe Says “It’s Snowy out here!” 

Phoebe’s Kids’ question  

of the month! 

Wow, can you believe all the snow we have been 

getting this winter?  I hope you have been 

having fun like me playing in the snow, and 

skiing and snowshoeing!  This hasn’t been as 

much fun for our road crew – they are working 

long, hard hours keeping our roads open, and I 

want to say thank you to them for their hard 

work!   How much snow do you think we have 

gotten since December 1st?  Find out in next 

month’s issue! 

WOOF! Woof!!        

Last month’s answer: Our town has 20.59 miles 

of Town Highways, and if you added in Route 2 

and I 89 in Bolton, that would make it 31.89 

miles of roads!  I wonder how long it will take 

me to go for a walk on all of our roads??                         

 
    
 

       Clerk’s Corner 
   Amy Grover * Town Clerk & Treasurer 
                clerkbolton@gmavt.net 

Reminder to license your dog 
By VT law, all dogs must be licensed by April 1st.  
License your dog by the deadline to be entered into 
the drawing to win a free 2016 dog license, with 
the winner announced on April 2, 2015! A current 
rabies certificate is required for a license, and the 
fee is $11.  There is no late fee, and we are happy 
to issue licenses by mail.  Please contact the town 
office if you need more information. 

 

Homestead declaration 
Please note that when you complete your income 
taxes for the state of Vermont, you need to declare 
your primary residence EACH year, and apply at 
the same time for the Property Tax Adjustment, if 
you fall within the regulatory guidelines. Both 
forms MUST be filed every year to take benefit of 
these programs, and must be filed by the April 
15 deadline, even if you receive an extension on 
your taxes.  Questions?  Contact the VT Tax 
Department at (802) 828-2515. 
Information from the              state of VT: 
 
Vermont resident homeowners must annually file a 
Declaration of Homestead on their principal 
dwelling as of April 1, 2015.  

Eligible Homestead owners must annually file a 
claim to receive an adjustment to property tax.  
Generally an adjustment is not available to 
households with an income of $105,000 or more. 

 

Reappraisal in west bolton 
We will start calling in late February or early 

March to begin scheduling appointments again. 
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Smilie school news 
With space limitations due to all of the town 
meeting information, Smilie School News 

will return in March, see you then! 
 

News from Preston Pond 
Conservation Area 

By the Bolton Conservation Commission 
 
We’ve got a new sign kiosk at the entrance 
to the Preston Pond Conservation Area at 
Stage Road, built and installed by Boy 
Scout Troop 23 Richmond - Bolton. 
Ryan VanHorn is a Scout working on his 
Eagle Scout project and leading this kiosk 
project with some oversight from the Bolton 
Conservation Commission. 
 
Thank you to Ryan, the Boy Scout Troop, 
and to John Landis Assistant Scoutmaster 
Troop 23 for helping our community!   The 
new kiosk will offer maps of the area so that 
those new to Preston Pond will have access 
to the take a map/ leave a map box, and a 
place for posting notices related to the 
Preston Pond Conservation Area. 
 
In the works are some important trail 
maintenance projects that the Boy Scout 
Troop will also be helping us out with in the 
spring at the PPCA, and we're looking 
forward to having their help! 

   
Left to right: Teagan low, Ryan 
VanHorn, John Landis, Jack landis 
& dana VANHORN 
 

                                                                                                                             
 
 

Playground survey 
Smilie Memorial Elementary School is 
conducting a playground survey to gain input 
from parents, students, teachers and 
community members about what they would 
like to see on the Smilie School playground. 
Please take a few minutes to complete the 
following survey as Smilie School would like 
to hear from as many of you as possible!  
Thank you in advance for your time! 
http://goo.gl/forms/DD8gOLMQYR 
 
 Smilie Community Association NEWS 
The Smilie Community Association (SCA) has 
embarked on an effort to engage Smilie families in 
service-based activities to help others! We are 
calling it "Our Smilie Community Cares." YOU 
can benefit from some of the activities coming up: 
• March 3: Smilie artists will be offering portraits 
of voters! If you have time to sit for a quick 
portrait, you will be able to bring home some art 
and you’ll probably be smiling the rest of the day. 
• Jan. 28/Feb. 26: Smilie kids will be doing crafts 
at an after-school activity on Jan. 28th and some of 
those crafts will be used to decorate the Up and 
Downtown Club’s Valentine-themed senior dinner 
on Feb. 26th. The kids hope to contribute to the 
senior dinners in others ways in the future! 
 
Do you have ideas for ways that the families of 
Smilie can help the communities we belong to? 
From our neighborhood to our town, to our state, 
and our whole world….we are collecting ideas for 
how we can help. 
 
The SCA works on fundraising to support fun and 
educational activities for Smilie kids (field trips, 
artist in residence, etc. ), to provide teachers with 
extra funds for their classrooms, and sponsors after-
school activities like crafts, skiing, running, movie 
night and even a family dance. We provide 
scholarships for any activities that involve a fee.  
 
Fundraisers coming up include Dan’s Chocolates 
(in time for Valentine’s Day), and a Bake Sale at 
the I-89 Rest Area in Williston on Feb. 15. Contact 
Leslie if you want more information (or to buy 
some chocolate!)   
lesliepelch@gmail.com or 343-2260. 
 

 

  

http://goo.gl/forms/DD8gOLMQYR
mailto:lesliepelch@gmail.com
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town meeting 2015 information 

 

Town Meeting  EVACUATION PLAN 
Evacuation Plan: Per building use requirements, in the event of an emergency during 
town meeting, attendees will evacuate the building via the three doors in the gym.  
Babysitters and children will evacuate the kindergarten room via two exits as needed and 
meet parents in the school parking lot. Attendees will wait in the parking lot until notified 
it is safe to re-enter the building.  In the event the building is not cleared for reentry, 
attendees will go home. 
 
Town meeting potluck Dinner 
Our Town Meeting Potluck Dinner tradition continues…bring your favorite dish to share 
and come join your friends and neighbors at 5:45 p.m. on Monday, March 2nd for dinner 
prior to the meeting.  As in the past, our representatives and Bolton board members will 
be on hand to chat and answer questions.  The town will provide all utensils, rolls, coffee, 
tea, cider and milk. 
 
Babysitting available at town meeting 
Local teens will be providing babysitting services at Town Meeting (Monday March 2nd) 
in the Kindergarten classroom from 6:30 p.m. until all business is completed.  Please 
provide a drink and snack for your child/ren, as well as anything special that will make 
them feel happier while away from their family. 
 
Register to vote! 
The last day to register to vote prior to Town Meeting is Wednesday, February 25, 2015 
by 5 p.m.  Note: the town office will remain open until 5 p.m. on this date to meet this 
statutory requirement. 
 
Town report 
The Town Report was delivered to the printer on February 2nd, and the printer expects 
them to be mailed on February 13th.  Town Reports will be mailed only to registered 
voters, and is posted on the town website.  Please bring your Town Report with you to 
Town Meeting – there will be a very limited supply of extra copies on hand. Thank you. 
  
Official warnings and ballots 
Copies of official warnings and ballots are included in this Gazette.  

 

Questions about town meeting?  Please call the town office! 
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Clerk’s corner continued From Page 4                                                 
 
Senior dinner news – mmmm….BISCUITS! 
Date: Thursday, February 26, 2015 
Time 5:00 p.m. 
Place: Bolton Fire Station 
Menu: Chicken Stew and Gravy over Homemade 
Buttermilk Biscuits, Cranberry Sauce & Dessert 
Questions?  Call Doris at 434-3769  
 

Wheeler Trust Scholarship 
Reminder that the Wheeler Trust Scholarship application deadline is April 30th.  
Overseen by the Board of Civil Authority, the Wheeler Trust Scholarship annually 
awards funds to 1 - 5 full time college students from Bolton.  See the town website for 
the full guidelines on applying for a scholarship, or call the town office for more 
information. 
 

BVFD change in dispatch services 
The Bolton Volunteer Fire Department has changed dispatch service providers, from 
Capital West in Montpelier to Shelburne Dispatch.  This change should prove to be more 
cost effective and also provide better coverage in the West Bolton area.  If any residents 
in West Bolton have scanners, you may now hear Shelburne Dispatch!  
 

You can Drive to Make a Difference 
Neighbor Rides brings people and places together. Volunteers use their personal vehicle 
to transport seniors and persons with disabilities to life-sustaining and life-enriching 
activities throughout Chittenden County.   Start driving! Call 861-7833 or 
email Alyson@unitedwaycc.org 

 
Yes…Still Looking for A volunteer 

To serve as an Alternate on the Development Review Board.  Interested? Contact the town office! 
 

Bolton gazette information 
Reminder: The deadline for submissions in the 15th of the previous month for the following 
month’s edition.  To OPT IN to receive the Bolton Gazette electronically and in color (help the 
town save $ on paper and postage costs!) email boltongazette@gmavt.net. 
 
We welcome all submissions, in any format: stories, news, events, art, poetry, photographs.  Drop 
submissions at the town office or, you’ve got it, email them to boltongazette@gmavt.net!  
 
 
 

mailto:alyson@unitedwaycc.org
mailto:boltongazette@gmavt.net
mailto:boltongazette@gmavt.net
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CAMEL’S HUMP Middle school news 

 
What a winter we’re having!  The cold temperatures continue to afford students and 
families the opportunity to skate on the school’s rink while the snow accumulation 
has been fantastic for sliding, skiing and riding.  Recreational activities and academic 
exploration abound for students at Camels Hump Middle School.  
 
A group of our students recently participated in the First Lego League robotics 
competition at Norwich University. Teams from area schools had three areas of 
focus: robotics, project design and “gracious professionalism.” Each student group 
designed and built a robot that could perform a specific task such as opening a door 
or placing a ball in a goal. It is a pleasure to congratulate the Camels Hump team for 
their first place in gracious professionalism and advancement to the New England 
regional championships in Nashua, NH.  
 
Camels Hump Middle School has been selected to represent schools across the 
nation by participating in the National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP). 
First administered in 1969, NAEP is the largest nationally representative and 
continuing assessment of what students know in math, reading and science. 
Administered by the National Center for Education Statistics of the U.S. Department 
of Education, NAEP differs from state assessments as it provides a common measure 
of student achievement across the country. The results of NAEP are released as “The 
Nation's Report Card,” which provides information about student achievement to 
educators, parents, policy makers, and the public.  To view sample subject area and 
contextual questions, please visit http://nationsreportcard.gov/parents.asp. 
 
This month, students at CHMS will participate in the Vermont Youth Risk Behavior 
Survey (YRBS), sponsored by the Vermont Department of Education and the 
Vermont Department of Health.  The anonymous survey gathers information about 
health risk behaviors of students in grades 6-8.  The survey is voluntary and parents 
may choose to exclude their child. . The survey, developed by the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention with state and local school officials, has the support of many 
national organizations including the National PTA.  The survey includes questions 
about nutrition, alcohol, tobacco, and other drug use, physical exercise, injuries, and 
sexual behavior. Schools, communities and state agencies will use the results of the 
survey to evaluate programs, plan new programs and to secure future funding.   
 
The annual meeting and budget informational meeting of the Mount Mansfield 
Modified Union School district is February 26 at 6:30 pm at Mount Mansfield Union 
High School. The public is invited and encouraged to attend. 
 
Mark Carbone, Principal 
Camels Hump Middle School 
 

http://nationsreportcard.gov/parents.asp
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