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Town of Bolton

3045 Theodore Roosevelt Highway

Bolton VT 05676

802-434-5075

Planning Commission Meeting Minutes
February 9, 2015
6:00 – 8:00 p.m.

Bolton Town Office
Planning Commission members present: Linda Baker (Chair), Steve Barner, Carol Devlin, and Rodney Pingree
Planning Commission members absent:  Jim Bralich
Also present: Sharon Murray
Clerk: Carol Devlin
Agenda
1. Public Comment
2. Minutes ~ January 12, 2015
3. Survey for Town Meeting
4. Remaining PC Funds

5. CCRPC FY 2016 Unified Planning Work Program
6. Article for Gazette & Social Media

7. ECHO Summit

8. Letter re:  PILOT Payment

9. Town Plan -- Utilities
10. Other communications/mail

11. Any other business

12. Adjournment

Call to Order
Linda Baker called the meeting to order at 6:15.
Agenda Item #1 ~ Public Comment

The floor was opened to public comment.  There was none.
Agenda Item #2 ~ Minutes January 12, 2015 Meeting

Steve Barner made a motion to accept the minutes of January 12, 2015.  Rodney Pingree seconded the motion.  The motion carried (4-0).
Agenda Item #3 ~ Survey for Town Meeting
The Planning Commission went over a draft of the proposed survey for Town Meeting.  There was extended discussion about the value of a general Town Meeting survey.  Given the requirements for community engagement in the planning process, it was decided to go ahead and use a general survey at Town Meeting.  More specific feedback will be solicited through the community outreach strategy (e.g., a longer, more detailed survey, a town wide planning meeting, neighborhood meetings) to be developed later in the year.  Each question was discussed thoroughly.  Carol Devlin will do a second draft of the survey and submit it to the Select Board for approval.

Agenda Item #4 ~ Remaining PC Funds
The Planning Commission discussed the funds remaining in this year’s PC line.  The consensus was to check with the CCRPC re:  prebuying time to work on the Town Plan or updating the regs as part of ERAF requirements.  Carol will contact the RPC and discuss options.
Agenda Item #5 ~ CCRPC FY 2016 Unified Planning Work Program (UPWP)  
Carol Devlin reported that she applied for the following as part of the CCRPC’s UPWP for FY 2016:
Community Outreach Strategy and Timeline

Assistance Implementing the Outreach Strategy

Data Collection and Analysis

Finalizing the Maps for the Town Plan

Review of Town Plan Sections

The CCRPC has yet to announce what proposals have been included in the UPWP.

Agenda Item #6 ~ Article for the Gazette and Social Media
This item was deferred until the March meeting.
Agenda Item #7 ~ ECHO Summit
Sharon Murray gave a brief overview of a multi-town grant through the High Meadows Fund that focuses on community building and engagement as a means of building resilience to emergencies (e.g., Irene).  As part of the application process, each town needs to send representatives to a two-day ECHO Summit.  Sharon and Carol Devlin volunteered to be Bolton’s representatives.  They will be working with representatives from other towns to do the pre-summit homework.  Leslie Pelch is very interested in working on this grant.
Agenda Item #8 ~

The Planning Commission decided to defer to the Select Board on a letter to the State of Vermont about the recent reports that have recommended decreasing PILOT payments.  All PC members strongly maintain that Bolton’s PILOT payments should not be decreased.  The Town deserves some economic benefit from the large state owned parcels and the recreational opportunities that land provides for state residents who do not live in Bolton and for out-of-state tourists.
Agenda Item #9 ~ Town Plan
This item was deferred until the March meeting.
Agenda Item #10 ~ Other communications/mail
There was nothing to communicate from other organizations.
Agenda Item #11 ~ Any Other Business
The Planning Commission’s next meeting will be Monday, March 9, 2015. 
Agenda Item #12 ~ Adjournment

The meeting was adjourned at 8:10 p.m.

Carol Devlin
Clerk, Planning Commission
These minutes are unofficial until accepted.
These minutes were read and accepted by a quorum of the Planning Commission on:

________________________
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_________________________
For the Planning Commission
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